
don't cry gaitskill
don't cry gaitskill is not just a phrase—it's the title of a powerful and nuanced collection
by acclaimed author Mary Gaitskill. Known for her incisive explorations of human emotion,
relationships, and the complexities of modern life, Gaitskill's "Don't Cry" has drawn
significant attention in literary circles and beyond. This article provides an in-depth look at
"Don't Cry," analyzing its stories, themes, and stylistic choices. We will discuss Mary
Gaitskill’s background, explore the distinctive qualities of her writing, and examine why
this collection continues to resonate with readers and critics alike. By the end, you’ll
understand the significance of "don't cry gaitskill," its impact on contemporary literature,
and what makes it a must-read for anyone interested in thought-provoking fiction.
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Understanding "Don't Cry" by Mary Gaitskill

"Don't Cry" is a collection of short stories published by Mary Gaitskill in 2009. The book
features a series of narratives that delve into the emotional landscapes of its characters,
examining vulnerability, connection, and the often-painful truths of human relationships.
The stories are celebrated for their honesty and the unflinching way they tackle difficult
subjects such as grief, loss, love, and the search for meaning. Gaitskill’s work stands out
for its psychological depth and the way it captures the complexities of everyday life
through compelling storytelling.

Mary Gaitskill: Author Background

Mary Gaitskill is a prominent figure in contemporary American literature. She is known for
her raw, emotionally charged prose and her willingness to address taboo topics. Gaitskill’s



body of work includes novels, essays, and several short story collections. Her debut, "Bad
Behavior," established her reputation as an author unafraid to explore the darker aspects
of human nature. Over the years, Gaitskill has received critical acclaim for her insightful
portrayal of interpersonal dynamics and her unique literary voice.

Career Highlights and Achievements

Published several acclaimed books, including "Veronica" and "Because They Wanted
To"

Recipient of awards such as the PEN/Faulkner Award nomination and a Guggenheim
Fellowship

Recognized for contributions to short fiction and contemporary literature

Key Themes Explored in "Don't Cry"

One of the most compelling aspects of "Don't Cry" is its thematic richness. Mary Gaitskill
uses her stories to explore universal human experiences, often focusing on the emotional
undercurrents that shape her characters' lives.

Grief and Loss

Many stories in "Don't Cry" confront the experience of grief, whether it is the loss of a
loved one, a relationship, or a sense of identity. Gaitskill portrays grief as a multifaceted
emotion, touching on both the pain and the potential for growth that comes from loss.

Connection and Alienation

Gaitskill’s characters often grapple with feelings of isolation and the desire for meaningful
connection. The stories examine how people seek understanding and intimacy, even when
circumstances make it difficult to bridge the gap between themselves and others.

Resilience and Vulnerability

"Don't Cry" presents vulnerability as both a source of pain and a path to resilience.
Gaitskill’s narratives often show characters confronting their own weaknesses, but also



finding strength in unexpected places.

Notable Stories in the Collection

The short stories in "Don't Cry" each offer a unique perspective, but several have garnered
particular attention for their narrative power and emotional impact.

"College Town 1980"

This story explores the cultural and social shifts of the early 1980s through the eyes of a
young woman. It addresses issues of identity, belonging, and the changing dynamics of
relationships in a rapidly evolving world.

"The Little Boy"

In "The Little Boy," Gaitskill delves into the complexities of motherhood, guilt, and the
longing for redemption. The protagonist’s internal struggles are rendered with remarkable
psychological insight.

"Don't Cry" (Title Story)

The title story, "Don't Cry," follows a woman’s journey to Ethiopia, where she becomes
involved in the adoption process and confronts her own sense of loss. The narrative blends
personal trauma with broader social issues, highlighting the interconnectedness of
individual and global experiences.

Critical Reception and Literary Impact

"Don't Cry" has been widely praised by literary critics and readers alike. Reviewers have
highlighted Gaitskill’s masterful prose, her ability to evoke empathy, and her fearless
approach to difficult subject matter. The collection has been featured in numerous best-of
lists and is frequently discussed in academic circles for its contribution to contemporary
short fiction.

Praised for emotional depth and narrative complexity

Frequently anthologized and taught in literary courses



Recognized as a significant work in Gaitskill’s career

Stylistic Elements of Gaitskill’s Writing

Mary Gaitskill is known for her distinctive literary style, which is evident throughout
"Don't Cry." Her writing is characterized by precision, subtlety, and an ability to capture
the nuances of human emotion.

Psychological Realism

Gaitskill excels at psychological realism, presenting her characters’ inner lives with
honesty and depth. She often uses close third-person narration to immerse readers in the
thoughts and feelings of her protagonists.

Unflinching Honesty

The stories in "Don't Cry" are noted for their unflinching honesty. Gaitskill does not shy
away from uncomfortable truths, instead using them to create narratives that feel
authentic and relatable.

Economy of Language

Her prose is concise yet powerful, with every word carefully chosen to convey maximum
impact. This economy of language allows her stories to resonate with readers on both an
intellectual and emotional level.

Why "Don't Cry" Remains Relevant

Over a decade after its publication, "Don't Cry" continues to be relevant because of its
exploration of timeless human concerns. The collection addresses emotions and
experiences that are universally relatable, making it a lasting touchstone for readers
seeking insight into the complexities of life. Gaitskill’s willingness to tackle challenging
subjects ensures that her work remains important in contemporary discussions about
literature and society.



Enduring Appeal to Modern Readers

Modern readers are drawn to "Don't Cry" for its psychological depth, relatable characters,
and realistic portrayals of personal and societal issues. The collection’s themes resonate in
an era defined by rapid change and uncertainty, offering both comfort and challenge to
those who engage with its stories.

Influence on Contemporary Writers

Mary Gaitskill’s work, including "Don't Cry," has influenced a new generation of writers
who seek to explore the intricacies of emotion and human connection. Her legacy is
evident in the continued popularity and critical discussion of her stories.

Frequently Asked Questions about "Don't Cry
Gaitskill"

Q: What is "Don't Cry" by Mary Gaitskill about?
A: "Don't Cry" is a collection of short stories by Mary Gaitskill that explores themes of
grief, connection, vulnerability, and resilience. The stories focus on characters dealing
with emotional complexities and the challenges of modern life.

Q: Who is Mary Gaitskill?
A: Mary Gaitskill is an acclaimed American author known for her novels and short stories
that often address difficult subjects with psychological depth and honesty. She has
received numerous awards and is recognized for her distinctive literary style.

Q: What are some notable stories in "Don't Cry"?
A: Notable stories include "College Town 1980," "The Little Boy," and the title story "Don't
Cry." Each explores different aspects of human emotion and relationships.

Q: What themes are prevalent in "Don't Cry"?
A: Key themes include grief, loss, connection, alienation, resilience, and vulnerability.
Gaitskill examines how individuals cope with adversity and seek meaning in their lives.



Q: How has "Don't Cry" been received by critics?
A: The collection has been highly praised for its emotional depth, narrative complexity,
and unflinching honesty. Critics regard it as a significant contribution to contemporary
short fiction.

Q: What makes Mary Gaitskill's writing style unique?
A: Gaitskill’s style is marked by psychological realism, precision, and an economy of
language. She presents her characters’ inner lives with authenticity and depth.

Q: Why is "Don't Cry" still relevant today?
A: "Don't Cry" remains relevant due to its exploration of universal emotions and
experiences. The stories address issues that continue to resonate with readers in today’s
world.

Q: Has "Don't Cry" influenced other writers?
A: Yes, Gaitskill's work has influenced contemporary writers who seek to explore
emotional complexity and the intricacies of human relationships in their own fiction.

Q: When was "Don't Cry" published?
A: "Don't Cry" was published in 2009 and has since become a widely discussed and
respected collection in literary circles.

Q: What awards has Mary Gaitskill received?
A: Mary Gaitskill has been nominated for the PEN/Faulkner Award, received a
Guggenheim Fellowship, and is recognized for her significant contributions to modern
literature.
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testament to Mary Gaitskill's incomparable excavation of character. 'An Old Virgin' describes a
nurse's obsession with her forty-three-year-old patient's virginity; 'Folk Song' dissects the lives of
people behind newspaper headlines, including a murderer who gives a prime-time interview and a
woman attempting to break a world record by having sex with one thousand men; in the title story
'Don't Cry', a grieving widow reflects on her marriage whilst accompanying a friend on a journey to
adopt an Ethiopian orphan during a violent election season; and a musician accidentally steals a
girl's soul during a one-night stand in the urban fable 'Mirrorball'. The provocative, searching stories
of Don't Cry remind us that no experiences should be taken lightly, but instead explored for their
physical, emotional and even spiritual revelations.
  don t cry gaitskill: Bad Behavior Mary Gaitskill, 2025-07-08 National Book Award finalist Mary
Gaitskill’s classic debut collection from the 1980s—powerful stories of dislocation, longing, and
desire Now towering and inevitable in its influence on writing by and for young urbanites, Bad
Behavior heralded Mary Gaitskill’s arrival on the literary scene and her establishment as one of the
sharpest writing talents of her time, or any time: exquisitely funny and startlingly honest; bold and
eye-opening on relationships, sex, and the erotic. Set in Manhattan's Lower East Side and peopled
with artistic freelancers and intelligent sex workers, smug yuppies and love-torn masochists, Bad
Behavior depicts a world equally cruel and tender, where romance and danger go hand in hand.
Gaitskill delivers unforgettable stories of a disenchanted and rebellious urban fringe generation
groping for human connection.
  don t cry gaitskill: The Mare Mary Gaitskill, 2016-07-21 LONGLISTED FOR THE 2017
WOMEN'S PRIZE FOR FICTION 'Bold, dramatic and deeply unsettling' Guardian When Velveteen
Vargas, an eleven-year-old Fresh Air Fund kid from Brooklyn, comes to stay with a couple in upstate
New York, what begins as a two-week visit blossoms into something much more significant. Soon
Velvet finds herself torn between her hosts - Ginger, a failed artist and shakily recovered alcoholic
and Paul, a college professor - and her own tormented mother. Ginger longs for a child of her own,
but Paul continues to refuse. Bemused by her gentle middle-aged hosts, but deeply intuitive in the
way of clever children, Velvet quickly senses the longing behind Ginger's rapturous attention.
Velvet's one constant becomes her newly discovered passion for horse riding, and her affection for
an abused, unruly mare. A profound and stirring novel about how love and family are shaped by
place, race and class, The Mare is a stunning exploration of the sometimes unexpected but profound
connections made throughout our lives.
  don t cry gaitskill: Twentieth-Century and Contemporary American Literature in Context Linda
De Roche, 2021-06-04 This four-volume reference work surveys American literature from the early
20th century to the present day, featuring a diverse range of American works and authors and an
expansive selection of primary source materials. Bringing useful and engaging material into the
classroom, this four-volume set covers more than a century of American literary history—from 1900
to the present. Twentieth-Century and Contemporary American Literature in Context profiles
authors and their works and provides overviews of literary movements and genres through which
readers will understand the historical, cultural, and political contexts that have shaped American
writing. Twentieth-Century and Contemporary American Literature in Context provides wide
coverage of authors, works, genres, and movements that are emblematic of the diversity of modern
America. Not only are major literary movements represented, such as the Beats, but this work also
highlights the emergence and development of modern Native American literature, African American
literature, and other representative groups that showcase the diversity of American letters. A rich
selection of primary documents and background material provides indispensable information for
student research.
  don t cry gaitskill: Pop-Feminist Narratives Emily Spiers, 2018-04-12 In Pop-Feminist
Narratives, Emily Spiers explores the recent phenomenon of 'pop-feminism' and pop-feminist writing
across North America, Britain, and Germany. Pop-feminism is characterised by its engagement with
popular culture and consumerism; its preoccupation with sexuality and transgression in relation to
female agency; and its thematisation of intergenerational feminist discord, portrayed either as a



damaging discursive construct or as a verifiable phenomenon requiring remediation. Central to this
volume is the question of theorising the female subject in a postfeminist neoliberal climate and the
role played by genre and narrative in the articulation of contemporary pop-feminist politics. The
heightened visibility of mainstream feminist discourse and feminist activism in recent
years—especially in North America, Britain, and Germany—means that the time is ripe for a
coherent comparative scholarly study of pop-feminism as a transnational phenomenon. This volume
provides such an account of pop-feminism in a manner which takes into account the varied and
complex narrative strategies employed in the telling of pop-feminist stories across multiple genres
and platforms, including pop-literary fiction, the popular 'guide' to feminism, film, music, and the
digital.
  don t cry gaitskill: Today I'm Yours Mary Gaitskill, 2015-05-24 A Vintage Shorts “Short Story
Month” Selection It was the first autumn of the Iraq War, when Ella saw Dani again. “Today I’m
Yours” is a story of seduction and layered memory, a love affair fifteen years past but not
forgotten—from the author of the National Book Award nominated and National Book Critics Circle
Award finalist Veronica. Mary Gaitskill is widely acclaimed as a caustically sharp observer of
American culture high and low, of bodily temptations and sensual intelligence. A selection from
Gaitskill’s story collection, Don’t Cry, a New York Times Notable Book. An eBook short.
  don t cry gaitskill: Somebody with a Little Hammer Mary Gaitskill, 2017-04-04 In essays on
matters literary, social, cultural, and personal, Mary Gaitskill explores date rape and political
adultery, the transcendentalism of the Talking Heads, the melancholy of Björk, and the playfulness
of artist Laurel Nakadate. She celebrates the clownish grandiosity and the poetry of Norman
Mailer’s long career and maps the sociosexual cataclysm embodied by porn star Linda Lovelace.
Witty, wide-ranging, tender, and beautiful, Somebody with a Little Hammer displays the same
heat-seeking, revelatory understanding for which Gaitskill’s writing has always been known.
  don t cry gaitskill: Ambiguous Selves Barbara Braid, 2019-11-21 This collection of essays on
selected texts in literature, film and the media is driven by a shared theme of contesting the binary
thinking in respect of gender and sexuality. The three parts of this book – “contesting norms”,
“performing selves” and “blurring the lines” – delineate the queer celebration of difference and
deviance. They pinpoint the limitation of assumed norms and subverting them, revel in the fluid and
ambiguous self that springs from the contestation of those norms, and then repeatedly transgress
and, as a result, obscure the limits that separate the normal from the abnormal. The variety of texts
included in the collection ranges from a discussion of queer subjects represented in film, television
and literature to that of the representations of other non-normative figures (including a madwoman,
a freak or a prostitute) and to gender-role contestation and gender-bending practicing evidenced in
the press, theatre, film, literature and popular culture.
  don t cry gaitskill: Newsweek , 2009
  don t cry gaitskill: This Is Pleasure Mary Gaitskill, 2019-11-05 Starting with Bad Behavior in
the 1980s, Mary Gaitskill has been writing about gender relations with searing, even prophetic
honesty. In This Is Pleasure, she considers our present moment through the lens of a particular
#MeToo incident. The effervescent, well-dressed Quin, a successful book editor and fixture on the
New York arts scene, has been accused of repeated unforgivable transgressions toward women in
his orbit. But are they unforgivable? And who has the right to forgive him? To Quin’s friend Margot,
the wrongdoing is less clear. Alternating Quin’s and Margot’s voices and perspectives, Gaitskill
creates a nuanced tragicomedy, one that reveals her characters as whole persons—hurtful and
hurting, infuriating and touching, and always deeply recognizable. Gaitskill has said that fiction is
the only way that she could approach this subject because it is too emotionally faceted to treat in the
more rational essay form. Her compliment to her characters—and to her readers—is that they are
unvarnished and real. Her belief in our ability to understand them, even when we don’t always
admire them, is a gesture of humanity from one of our greatest contemporary writers.
  don t cry gaitskill: Oppositions Mary Gaitskill, 2021-11-11 'Mary Gaitskill is willing to think
about the problematic with complexity and humanity, and without taking sides or engaging in all the



fashionable moral hectoring that passes for serious thought these days.' Eimear McBride Nuanced,
daring and tender, these essays from the celebrated author of This is Pleasure and Bad Behavior,
consistently fascinate and provoke. Mary Gaitskill takes on a broad range of topics from Nabokov to
horse-riding with her unique ability to tease out unexpected truths and cast aside received wisdom.
Written with startling grace and linguistic flair, and delving into the complicated nature of love and
the responsibility we owe to the people we encounter, the work collected here inspires the reader to
think beyond their first responses to life and art. Spanning thirty years of Mary Gaitskill's writing,
and covering subjects as diverse as Dancer in the Dark, the world of Charles Dickens and the Book
of Revelation with her characteristic blend of sincerity and wit, Oppositions is never less than
enthralling.
  don t cry gaitskill: The Little Boy Mary Gaitskill, 2016-07-21 From the award-winning,
bestselling author of THE MARE As Mrs Bea Davis waits in the airport for her flight home after a
strained visit to her daughter, she notices a bashful-looking little boy and his harried mother.
Something about them prompts memories from across her life to flood her mind and overflow, and
as she reflects on her childhood, her marriage, and the speed with which her two girls grew up, the
lines between past and present blur. Riveting, strange and beautifully told, this finest of Mary
Gaitskill's short stories takes a mundane moment and spins it out into an unforgettable account of
the emotional truth of a woman's whole life.
  don t cry gaitskill: The Art of Cruelty Maggie Nelson, 2012-08-13 This is criticism at its best.
—Carolyn Kellogg, Los Angeles Times Writing in the tradition of Susan Sontag and Elaine Scarry,
Maggie Nelson has emerged as one of our foremost cultural critics with this landmark work about
representations of cruelty and violence in art. From Sylvia Plath’s poetry to Francis Bacon’s
paintings, from the Saw franchise to Yoko Ono’s performance art, Nelson’s nuanced exploration
across the artistic landscape ultimately offers a model of how one might balance strong ethical
convictions with an equally strong appreciation for work that tests the limits of taste, taboo, and
permissibility.
  don t cry gaitskill: Let's Talk About Love Carl Wilson, 2014-03-13 For his 2007 critically
acclaimed 33 1/3 series title, Let's Talk About Love, Carl Wilson went on a quest to find his inner
Céline Dion fan and explore how we define ourselves by what we call good and bad, what we love
and what we hate. At once among the most widely beloved and most reviled and lampooned pop
stars of the past few decades, Céline Dion's critics call her mawkish and overblown while millions of
fans around the world adore her “huge pipes” and even bigger feelings. How can anyone say which
side is right? This new, expanded edition goes even further, calling on thirteen prominent writers
and musicians to respond to themes ranging from sentiment and kitsch to cultural capital and
musical snobbery. The original text is followed by lively arguments and stories from Nick Hornby,
Krist Novoselic, Ann Powers, Mary Gaitskill, James Franco, Sheila Heti and others. In a new
afterword, Carl Wilson examines recent cultural changes in love and hate, including the impact of
technology and social media on how taste works (or doesn't) in the 21st century.
  don t cry gaitskill: Book Review Digest , 2009
  don t cry gaitskill: The Liar's Wife Mary Gordon, 2014-08-05 The award-winning author at
her storytelling best: four compelling novellas of Americans in Europe and Europeans in America. In
these absorbing and exquisitely made novellas of relationships at home and abroad, both historical
and contemporary, we meet the ferocious Simone Weil during her final days as a transplant to New
York City; a vulnerable American grad student who escapes to Italy after her first, compromising
love affair; the charming Irish liar of the title story, who gets more out of life than most of us; and
Thomas Mann, opening the heart of a high-school kid in the Midwest. These narratives dazzle on the
surface with beautifully rendered settings and vistas, and dig deep psychologically. At every turn,
Mary Gordon reveals in her characters’ interactions those crucial flashes of understanding that
change lives forever. So richly developed it’s hard to believe they fit into novella-size packages,
these tales carry us away both as individual stories and as a larger experience of Gordon’s literary
mastery and human sympathy. This eBook edition includes a Reading Group Guide.



  don t cry gaitskill: Slaughterhouse 90210 Maris Kreizman, 2015-10-06 The perfect book for
anyone with a Netflix account and a library card. Smart, sharp, and hilarious, Slaughterhouse 90210
is the perfect pick-me-up and never-put-me-down book. - Jami Attenburg, bestselling author of The
Middlesteins Slaughterhouse 90210 pairs literature's greatest lines with pop culture's best
moments. In 2009, Maris Kreizman wanted to combine her fierce love for pop culture with a lifelong
passion for reading, and so the blog Slaughterhouse 90210 was born. By matching poignant
passages from literature with popular moments from television, film, and real life, Maris' work
instantly caught the attention (and adoration) of thousands. And it's easy to see why. Slaughterhouse
90210 is subversively brilliant, finding the depth in the shallows of reality television, and the levity in
Lahiri. A picture of Taylor Swift is paired with Joan Didion's quote, Above all, she is the girl who
'feels things'. The girl ever wounded, ever young. Tony Soprano tenderly hugs his teenage son,
accompanied by a line from Middlemarchabout, The patches of hardness and tenderness [that] lie
side by side in men's dispositions. The images and quotes complement and deepen one another in
surprising, profound, and tender ways. With over 150 color photographs from some of popular
culture's most iconic moments, Kreizman shows why comparing Walter White to Faust makes sense
in our celebrity obsessed, tv crazed society.
  don t cry gaitskill: Regarding Sedgwick Stephen M. Barber, David L. Clark, 2013-08-21 Eve
Kosofsky Sedgwick is one of the most important figures in the history of modern gender studies. This
book, which features an interview with Sedgwick, is a collection of new essays by established
scholars
  don t cry gaitskill: Changing Creative Writing in America Graeme Harper, 2017-10-11 In this
compelling collection of essays contributors critically examine Creative Writing in American Higher
Education. Considering Creative Writing teaching, learning and knowledge, the book recognizes
historical strengths and weaknesses. The authors cover topics ranging from the relationship
between Creative Writing and Composition and Literary Studies to what it means to write and be a
creative writer; from new technologies and neuroscience to the nature of written language; from job
prospects and graduate study to the values of creativity; from moments of teaching to persuasive
ideas and theories; from interdisciplinary studies to the qualifications needed to teach Creative
Writing in contemporary Higher Education. Most of all it explores the possibilities for the future of
Creative Writing as an academic subject in America.
  don t cry gaitskill: A Study Guide for Mary Gaitskill's "Tiny, Smiling Daddy" Gale, Cengage
Learning, A Study Guide for Mary Gaitskill's Tiny, Smiling Daddy, excerpted from Gale's acclaimed
Short Stories for Students. This concise study guide includes plot summary; character analysis;
author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for further reading; and much
more. For any literature project, trust Short Stories for Students for all of your research needs.
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