
colonial massachusetts witches
colonial massachusetts witches have captivated scholars, historians, and
curious minds for centuries. The history of witchcraft accusations, trials,
and executions in colonial Massachusetts is a dramatic chapter in early
American history, marked by fear, superstition, and complex social dynamics.
This article delves deep into the origins of witchcraft beliefs in New
England, explores the infamous Salem witch trials and other lesser-known
cases, and examines the lasting impact on law, society, and cultural memory.
From the life of the accused to the judicial processes that shaped the era,
readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of how colonial Massachusetts
witches became symbols of both persecution and resilience. Explore the
causes, consequences, and legacy of these witchcraft events through detailed
explanation, historical facts, and keyword-rich analysis. This guide is
designed to be informative, engaging, and accessible for anyone seeking to
learn more about colonial massachusetts witches and their enduring relevance.
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Origins of Witchcraft Beliefs in Colonial
Massachusetts

Witchcraft beliefs in colonial Massachusetts were deeply intertwined with
European traditions and religious anxieties. The Puritan settlers brought
with them a strong conviction that witchcraft was a real and dangerous
threat. Influenced by centuries of European witch hunts and theological
teachings, colonial communities viewed witches as agents of the devil who
could harm people, livestock, and crops. These beliefs were reinforced by
sermons, legal codes, and everyday folklore, making accusations of witchcraft
a serious matter. The cultural climate of fear and suspicion laid the
groundwork for widespread witch hunts and trials in Massachusetts during the
17th century.



European Influences on New England Witchcraft

Colonial Massachusetts witches were shaped by imported European ideas about
witchcraft, which included concepts of maleficium (harmful magic) and pact
with the devil. English laws against witchcraft, such as the Witchcraft Act
of 1604, were mirrored in colonial legal statutes. The settlers’ background
in religious conflicts and social unrest contributed to their readiness to
believe in and prosecute witchcraft.

Puritan Religious Doctrine and Superstition

Puritan theology emphasized the battle between good and evil, promoting
vigilance against the devil’s influence. Ministers and community leaders
often preached about the dangers of witchcraft, encouraging parishioners to
watch for signs of spiritual corruption. Superstitions about omens, curses,
and unexplained events fed into the collective anxiety, making witchcraft
accusations more likely.

The Social and Religious Context of Witch
Accusations

The rise of witchcraft accusations in colonial Massachusetts was not only a
product of religious beliefs but also social tensions. Economic hardship,
personal disputes, and community divisions often played a role in who was
accused of being a witch. The accused were frequently marginalized
individuals—widows, elderly women, and those who did not conform to societal
norms. Accusations were sometimes used as tools for settling scores or
asserting control within tightly-knit communities.

Community Dynamics and Social Strife

Disagreements over land, inheritance, and church membership often spilled
over into witchcraft accusations. When epidemics or crop failures occurred,
people sought explanations and scapegoats, leading to increased suspicion of
those who stood out or were unpopular.

Women and Vulnerable Groups as Targets

Colonial Massachusetts witches were predominantly women, especially those who



were unmarried, childless, or had unconventional lifestyles. Gender biases
and patriarchal norms made these individuals more susceptible to suspicion
and prosecution. Older women, midwives, and healers were especially
vulnerable to accusations.

Widows and unmarried women often lacked powerful defenders.

Those with knowledge of herbal remedies were sometimes seen as
practicing magic.

Social outsiders and the poor were more likely to be accused.

The Salem Witch Trials: Key Events and Figures

The Salem witch trials of 1692 remain the most well-known episode involving
colonial Massachusetts witches. The crisis began in Salem Village when a
group of young girls claimed to be afflicted by supernatural forces. Their
accusations quickly spread, leading to the arrest of dozens of people from
the surrounding area. The ensuing trials were marked by hysteria, flawed
evidence, and mass panic, resulting in the execution of twenty individuals
and the imprisonment of many more.

Major Accusers and Victims

Prominent figures in the Salem witch trials included accusers such as Abigail
Williams and Betty Parris, and victims like Sarah Good, Rebecca Nurse, and
Giles Corey. The accused came from various backgrounds, but many were
respected members of the community whose reputations were destroyed by the
trials.

Judicial Response and Execution

Special courts were convened to hear witchcraft cases, most notably the Court
of Oyer and Terminer. The legal proceedings relied heavily on spectral
evidence, in which victims claimed to see spirits of the accused tormenting
them. This controversial practice contributed to the rapid escalation of
convictions and executions.



Lesser-Known Witchcraft Cases in Colonial
Massachusetts

While the Salem witch trials are the most famous, other witchcraft
prosecutions occurred in colonial Massachusetts before and after 1692. These
cases reveal the persistence of witchcraft fears and the broader reach of
anti-witch sentiment. Incidents in towns such as Andover, Ipswich, and Boston
highlight the widespread nature of witch accusations.

Early Witchcraft Trials

The first recorded witchcraft execution in Massachusetts was that of Margaret
Jones in 1648. Other early cases set legal precedents and established the
seriousness with which authorities treated witchcraft allegations.

Regional Variation in Accusations

The intensity and outcome of witchcraft trials varied by region. Some
communities were more prone to hysteria and mass accusations, while others
were skeptical and demanded substantial evidence before convicting alleged
witches.

Legal Procedures and Evidence in Witch Trials

The prosecution of colonial Massachusetts witches involved a combination of
legal codes, religious doctrine, and folk traditions. Trials were often
chaotic, with little consistency in the standards of evidence or the rights
of the accused. The reliance on spectral evidence, confessions (sometimes
coerced), and testimonies from afflicted persons led to serious miscarriages
of justice.

Types of Evidence Used in Witchcraft Cases

Spectral evidence: Claims of visions or apparitions of the accused
tormenting victims.

Physical marks: Birthmarks or blemishes interpreted as “witch’s marks.”

Confessions: Often obtained under duress or threat.

Testimony of afflicted persons: Statements from those claiming to be



bewitched.

Character evidence: Reputation and social standing weighed heavily
against the accused.

Role of Courts and Magistrates

Judges and magistrates played a crucial role in shaping the outcome of
witchcraft trials. The creation of special courts, variation in legal
standards, and pressure from religious leaders contributed to the
inconsistent and often harsh treatment of those accused.

Impact on Colonial Society and Culture

The witch trials and accusations had a profound effect on colonial
Massachusetts society. They exposed deep divisions within communities,
fostered an atmosphere of fear, and led to changes in legal and religious
practices. The events also prompted debates over justice, evidence, and the
protection of individual rights.

Changes in Law and Judicial Practice

In the aftermath of the Salem trials, colonial authorities reformed legal
procedures to prevent similar tragedies. The use of spectral evidence was
discredited, and greater safeguards were introduced to protect the accused.

Long-Term Social Consequences

The legacy of colonial Massachusetts witches continued to shape attitudes
toward justice, religious tolerance, and the role of women in society. The
events became a cautionary tale about the dangers of mass hysteria and
unchecked authority.

Legacy and Modern Perspectives on Colonial
Massachusetts Witches

Today, colonial Massachusetts witches are remembered as symbols of injustice,
social conflict, and cultural change. Scholars, writers, and artists have



explored the witch trials in literature, theater, and public history,
sparking ongoing interest and debate. The sites associated with the trials,
especially in Salem, attract visitors from around the world, serving as
reminders of the enduring impact of these events.

Commemoration and Education

Museums, memorials, and educational programs in Massachusetts help preserve
the history of colonial witch trials. These initiatives aim to promote
understanding of the events, honor the victims, and encourage reflection on
issues of justice and human rights.

Popular Culture and Reinterpretation

The story of colonial Massachusetts witches has influenced countless works of
fiction, films, and plays. Modern reinterpretations often focus on themes of
persecution, gender, and the dangers of intolerance, ensuring that the
lessons of the past remain relevant in contemporary society.

Questions and Answers about Colonial
Massachusetts Witches

Q: What were the main causes of witchcraft
accusations in colonial Massachusetts?
A: Witchcraft accusations in colonial Massachusetts were fueled by religious
beliefs, social tensions, personal disputes, and fear of the unknown.
Economic hardship, epidemics, and community divisions often led people to
suspect and accuse others of witchcraft.

Q: Who were some notable victims of the Salem witch
trials?
A: Notable victims included Sarah Good, Rebecca Nurse, Giles Corey, and John
Proctor. These individuals were respected members of their communities whose
lives were forever changed by the trials.

Q: What types of evidence were used against accused



witches in colonial Massachusetts?
A: Evidence included spectral evidence (visions or apparitions), physical
marks interpreted as “witch’s marks,” confessions (often coerced), and
testimony from afflicted persons. Character evidence and reputation also
played a significant role.

Q: Why were women more likely to be accused of
witchcraft in colonial Massachusetts?
A: Women, especially those who were unmarried, elderly, or social outsiders,
were more vulnerable due to prevailing gender biases, patriarchal norms, and
suspicion of women’s roles in society, such as midwifery or herbal medicine.

Q: How did the Salem witch trials impact colonial
law and society?
A: The trials led to legal reforms, especially the discrediting of spectral
evidence, and increased safeguards for the accused. They also sparked debates
about justice, religious tolerance, and the dangers of mass hysteria.

Q: What was the role of Puritan religion in
witchcraft prosecutions?
A: Puritan religious doctrine emphasized the battle between good and evil,
making communities vigilant against perceived threats like witches. Ministers
and leaders encouraged the prosecution of suspected witches as part of their
spiritual mission.

Q: Were there witchcraft cases outside of Salem in
colonial Massachusetts?
A: Yes, witchcraft accusations and trials occurred in other towns such as
Andover, Ipswich, and Boston. The phenomenon was widespread, though Salem
remains the most infamous example.

Q: How are colonial Massachusetts witches remembered
today?
A: They are commemorated through museums, memorials, and educational
programs. The history of colonial Massachusetts witches is also explored in
literature, theater, and popular culture.



Q: What lessons have been learned from the colonial
Massachusetts witch trials?
A: The trials serve as a cautionary tale about the dangers of mass hysteria,
injustice, and intolerance. They highlight the importance of fair legal
procedures and protection of individual rights.

Q: What lasting impact did the witch trials have on
American culture?
A: The legacy of colonial Massachusetts witches has shaped attitudes toward
justice, religious freedom, and women’s rights in America. Their story
continues to inspire reflection and dialogue about the balance between fear
and reason.
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  colonial massachusetts witches: Witchcraft in Colonial Virginia Carson O. Hudson,
2019-08-26 The Emmy Award–winning screenwriter “examines spine-tingling tales in chapters called
‘The Beliefs,’ ‘The Law,’ ‘The Experts’ and ‘The Witches’” (Bristol Herald Courier). While the Salem
witch trials get the most notoriety, Virginia’s witchcraft history dates back many years before that . .
. Colonial Virginians shared a common belief in the supernatural with their northern neighbors.
While the witchcraft mania that swept through Salem, Massachusetts, in 1692 was significant,
fascination with it has tended to overshadow the historical records of other persecutions throughout
early America. The 1626 case of Joan Wright, the first woman to be accused of witchcraft in British
North America, began Virginia’s own witch craze. Utilizing surviving records, author, local historian
and screenwriter Carson Hudson narrates these fascinating stories.
  colonial massachusetts witches: The Witchcraft Delusion in Colonial Connecticut John M.
Taylor, 2019-05-31 Excerpt The true story of witchcraft in old Connecticut has never been told. It
has been hidden in the ancient records and in manuscripts in private collections, and those most
conversant with the facts have not made them known, for one reason or another. It is herein written
from authoritative sources, and should prove of interest and value as a present-day interpretation of
that strange delusion, which for a half century darkened the lives of the forefathers and foremothers
of the colonial days.
  colonial massachusetts witches: The Witchcraft Delusion in Colonial Connecticut (1647-1697)
John M. Taylor, 2022-09-15 In The Witchcraft Delusion in Colonial Connecticut (1647-1697), John M.
Taylor offers an incisive exploration of the sociopolitical and religious dynamics that fueled the
witchcraft trials in Connecticut during the colonial period. Taylor employs a meticulous historical
methodology, integrating primary sources, such as court documents, correspondences, and
contemporary accounts, to illuminate the intricate factors that led to the vilification of individuals as
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witches. Written in clear, scholarly prose, the book situates these events within the larger
framework of Puritan beliefs and the evolution of early American society, revealing how fear and
superstition intertwined with communal tensions. John M. Taylor, a noted historian specializing in
early American history, draws on his extensive research into colonial New England's socio-religious
landscape. His academic background and interest in the intersection of belief systems and social
behavior provide a unique lens through which he examines the impact of witchcraft narratives on
colonial governance and community cohesion. Taylor's previous works on social justice and legal
history further underscore the significance of his findings in this volume. Highly recommended for
scholars and enthusiasts of American history, Taylor's book not only sheds light on a dark chapter in
colonial life but also invites readers to reflect on the broader implications of fear-driven societal
responses. This detailed examination is essential for understanding the historical roots of witchcraft
hysteria and its resonance in contemporary discussions about justice and community.
  colonial massachusetts witches: Colonial American History Stories - 1215 - 1664 Paul R.
Wonning, Colonial American History Stories - 1215 – 1664 contains almost 300 history stories
presented in a timeline that begins in 1215 with the signing of the Magna Carta to the printing of
the first Bible in Colonial America in 1664. The historical events include both famous ones as well as
many forgotten stories that the mists time have obscured.
  colonial massachusetts witches: The A to Z of Witchcraft Michael D. Bailey, 2009-09-28 A
great deal has been written about the history of witchcraft, but much of what has been written is
unreliable, exaggerated, or inaccurate. This problem is especially acute in regard to modern
witchcraft, or Wicca, and its supposed connections to historical witchcraft in medieval and early
modern Europe. The A to Z of Witchcraft provides a reliable reference source for both academics
and general readers interested in the actual historical development of witchcraft in the western
world. The focus of the dictionary is on Western Europe during the late-medieval and early modern
periods, when the specific idea of diabolical witchcraft developed and when the so-called great
witch-hunts occurred. Entries are also provided that deal with magic and witchcraft in the earlier
Christian period and classical antiquity, as well as with the lingering belief in witchcraft in the
modern world, and with the development of the modern, neo-pagan religion of witchcraft, also
known as Wicca. For comparative purposes, some entries have been provided that deal with aspects
and systems of magic found in other parts of the world that seem to bear some relation to the idea of
witchcraft as it developed in Christian Europe. The regions dealt with are mainly Africa, along with
such New-World practices as Voodoo and Santeria. Entries in the dictionary cover important people
in the history of witchcraft, from the medieval inquisitors and early modern magistrates who
developed the stereotype of the historical witch to the modern individuals who have developed the
religion of Wicca. Also included are legal terms and concepts important to the prosecution of the
supposed crime of witchcraft, and religious and theological concepts pertaining to the demonic
elements that came to be associated with witchcraft, as well as more popular beliefs and aspects of
common folklore and mythology that became attached to the developing idea of witchcraft.
Geographic entries are also included, discussing the scope of witch-hunting in various reg
  colonial massachusetts witches: A Colonial Witch Frank Samuel Child, 1897
  colonial massachusetts witches: The Salem Witch Trials Marilynne K. Roach, 2004-07-22 The
Salem Witch Trials is based on over twenty-five years of archival research--including the author's
discovery of previously unknown documents--newly found cases and court records. From January
1692 to January 1697 this history unfolds a nearly day-by-day narrative of the crisis as the citizens of
New England experienced it.
  colonial massachusetts witches: Hexed and Hallowed: The True Story of Witches, Then
and Now Robert J Dornan, 2025-02-03 For centuries, witches have been feared, revered, and
misunderstood. From the chilling trials of Salem and Pendle Hill to the whispered legends of dark
magic and secret covens, the story of witches is woven into the very fabric of history. But witchcraft
is more than superstition—it's a living, evolving practice that continues to shape modern spirituality
and culture. Hexed and Hallowed takes readers on a spellbinding journey through time, unraveling



the truth behind infamous witch hunts, the lives of history’s most legendary witches, and the spells
that once sent shockwaves through society. Join us in leaning the mysticism of present-day
witchcraft, where healing, nature, and ancient wisdom converge with modern beliefs. Explore Wicca,
mediumship, and the resurgence of spells and rituals that empower practitioners today. Whether
you’re a seeker of knowledge, a lover of dark history, or simply enchanted by the allure of the
unknown, Hexed and Hallowed is the ultimate guide to witches—past, present, and beyond. Step
into the circle and uncover the secrets that have bewitched the world for centuries.
  colonial massachusetts witches: Jews and Muslims in British Colonial America Elizabeth
Caldwell Hirschman, Donald N. Yates, 2012-02-15 Americans have learned in elementary school that
their country was founded by a group of brave, white, largely British Christians. Modern
reinterpretations recognize the contributions of African and indigenous Americans, but the basic
premise has persisted. This groundbreaking study fundamentally challenges the traditional national
storyline by postulating that many of the initial colonists were actually of Sephardic Jewish and
Muslim Moorish ancestry. Supporting references include historical writings, ship manifests, wills,
land grants, DNA test results, genealogies, and settler lists that provide for the first time the
Spanish, Hebrew, Arabic, and Jewish origins of more than 5,000 surnames, the majority widely
assumed to be British. By documenting the widespread presence of Jews and Muslims in prominent
economic, political, financial and social positions in all of the original colonies, this innovative work
offers a fresh perspective on the early American experience.
  colonial massachusetts witches: Colonial America Richard Middleton, Anne Lombard,
2011-03-21 Colonial America: A History to 1763, 4th Edition provides updated and revised coverage
of the background, founding, and development of the thirteen English North American colonies.
Fully revised and expanded fourth edition, with updated bibliography Includes new coverage of the
simultaneous development of French, Spanish, and Dutch colonies in North America, and extensively
re-written and updated chapters on families and women Features enhanced coverage of the English
colony of Barbados and trans-Atlantic influences on colonial development Provides a greater focus
on the perspectives of Native Americans and their influences in shaping the development of the
colonies
  colonial massachusetts witches: The Witch-Hunt in Early Modern Europe Brian P. Levack,
2015-09-25 The Witch-Hunt in Early Modern Europe, now in its fourth edition, is the perfect
resource for both students and scholars of the witch-hunts written by one of the leading names in
the field. For those starting out in their studies of witch-beliefs and witchcraft trials, Brian Levack
provides a concise survey of this complex and fascinating topic, while for more seasoned scholars
the scholarship is brought right up to date. This new edition includes the most recent research on
children, gender, male witches and demonic possession as well as broadening the exploration of the
geographical distribution of witch prosecutions to include recent work on regions, cities and
kingdoms enabling students to identify comparisons between countries. Now fully integrated with
Brian Levack’s The Witchcraft Sourcebook, there are links to the sourcebook throughout the text,
pointing students towards key primary sources to aid them in their studies. The two books are drawn
together on a new companion website with supplementary materials for those wishing to advance
their studies, including an extensive guide to further reading, a chronology of the history of
witchcraft and an interactive map to show the geographical spread of witch-hunts and witch trials
across Europe and North America. A long-standing favourite with students and lecturers alike, this
new edition of The Witch-Hunt in Early Modern Europe will be essential reading for those embarking
on or looking to advance their studies of the history of witchcraft
  colonial massachusetts witches: Law and Religion in Colonial America Scott Douglas Gerber,
2023-11-02 By focusing on law, this book offers new insights into the history of religious liberty in
colonial America.
  colonial massachusetts witches: Historical Dictionary of Witchcraft Jonathan Durrant,
Michael D. Bailey, 2012-10-25 Witchcraft has proven an important, if difficult, historical subject to
investigate and interpret over the last four decades or so. Modern historical research into witchcraft



began as an attempt to tease out the worldview of ordinary people in 16th- and 17th-century
England, but it quickly expanded to encompass the history of witchcraft in most cultures and
societies that have existed with scholarly studies now extending back to the time of earliest law code
that punished sorcery, the Babylonian Code of Hammurabi (1792-1750 B.C.E.), and forward to the
last witchcraft cases in England, those of Helen Duncan and Jane Yorke, tried in 1944. There has
also been a significant amount of interest in the development of the modern religion of witchcraft, or
Wicca, as various forms of neo-paganism continue to attract adherents. The second edition of
Historical Dictionary of Witchcraft covers the history of the Witchcraft from 1750 B.C.E. though the
modern day. This is done through a chronology, an introductory essay, and an extensive
bibliography. The dictionary section has over 300 cross-referenced entries on witch hunts,
witchcraft trials, and related practices around the world. This book is an excellent access point for
students, researchers, and anyone wanting to know more about the history of witchcraft.
  colonial massachusetts witches: Spell Jars for the Modern Witch Minerva Siegel,
2023-06-06 Dive into the magickal world of spellcrafting with fifty unique and customizable spell jar
recipes, using everything from crystals and candles to tarot cards and herbs to heal, protect, and
manifest your desires. Spell Jars for the Modern Witch will guide you through the entire process of
jar spellcrafting—creating spells inside sealed containers—from setting your intentions, to cleansing
your ritual space, to building and activating your spells. But before diving into individual spell jar
recipes, you’ll first learn all about magickal color, crystal, number, and astrological properties; how
to best time the creation of your spell; and the power meaning of certain herbs, flowers, and other
natural ingredients that will help you decide what to include in your spell jars. Then begin
manifesting your goals with fifty step-by-step spell jar recipes for everyday life, including spells for:
Protection from nightmares Financial abundance Manifesting self-confidence Successful job hunting
Memorializing a loved one Cultivating a stable, happy home life And more Whether you’re looking to
craft spell jars to banish bad vibes or simply discover more joy in your life, this comprehensive,
easy-to-use guide has you covered.
  colonial massachusetts witches: Sluts Beth Ashley, 2024-05-09 ‘An important and honest
book that will encourage better conversations about sex. I wish I read this when I was younger!’ -
Laura Whitmore 'A must-read for anyone whose sexual expression has been used as a weapon
against them' – Ruby Rare 'A fascinating deep dive into the history of slutshaming' - Service 95, Dua
Lipa's Book Club A 'taboo-smashing debut book' - Cosmopolitan You might have thought the era of
slutshaming was behind us. But it’s far from over. In this powerful and timely investigation, Beth
uncovers the persistent reality of slutshaming in today’s world. She examines how these harmful
attitudes have changed over time, why they are so dangerous, what we can do to challenge them,
and how we can all have better conversations about sex. The fight starts now.
  colonial massachusetts witches: Wicca: A Beginners Guide to Learn the Secrets of Witchcraft
with Wiccan Spells and Moon Rituals. The Starter Kit for Modern Witches with Herbal, Candle, and
Crystal Magic Traditions! Sybil Wolfe, 2022-05-05 Unlock the Mysteries of Wicca and Begin Your
Journey into Witchcraft Are you ready to discover the secrets of Wiccan magic and awaken your
inner witch? Wicca: A Beginner's Guide is your ultimate introduction to the mystical world of
Witchcraft, offering a comprehensive starter kit for modern witches. Learn the ancient traditions of
Wicca through spells, moon rituals, and the powerful magic of herbs, candles, and crystals. Dive into
the Magical World of Wiccan Spells and Moon Rituals Whether you’re drawn to the spiritual path of
Wicca or simply curious about the mysteries of witchcraft, this book provides a rich foundation in
the essential practices and traditions. With Wicca: A Beginner's Guide, you’ll learn how to cast
spells, harness the power of moon rituals, and use herbal, candle, and crystal magic to bring positive
change into your life. What You'll Discover in Wicca: A Beginner's Guide: - Awaken Your Inner Witch:
Begin a mystifying journey that will connect you with the ancient traditions of Wiccan magic. - A
Mini Encyclopedia of Magical Symbols: Unlock the meanings behind every magical symbol and
correspondence to deepen your practice. - Cast Spells with Confidence: Learn how to safely and
effectively cast any spell you desire, from love spells to protection rituals. - Beginner-Friendly



Explanations: Clear, accessible guidance that makes Wiccan practices easy to understand, even for
complete beginners. - The Fascinating History of Witchcraft: Gain a deeper appreciation for the rich
history and cultural significance of witches and magic. - Practical Ways to Practice Magic: Explore
multiple approaches to practicing Wicca and discover what resonates most with you. If you enjoyed
Wicca: A Guide for the Solitary Practitioner by Scott Cunningham, The Green Witch by Arin
Murphy-Hiscock, or The Modern Guide to Witchcraft by Skye Alexander, you'll love Wicca: A
Beginner's Guide. Start Practicing Wicca Today and Embrace the Power of Magic! Scroll up, click on
Buy Now, and begin your journey into the enchanting world of Wicca with Wicca: A Beginner's
Guide.
  colonial massachusetts witches: Witchcraft and Masculinities in Early Modern Europe
A. Rowlands, 2009-10-22 Men – as accused witches, witch-hunters, werewolves and the demonically
possessed – are the focus of analysis in this collection of essays by leading scholars of early modern
European witchcraft. The gendering of witch persecution and witchcraft belief is explored through
original case-studies from England, Scotland, Italy, Germany and France.
  colonial massachusetts witches: Public Choice Economics and the Salem Witchcraft Hysteria
Franklin G. Mixon, Jr., 2015-01-12 Public Choice Economics and the Salem Witchcraft Hysteria
provides an economics perspective on the witchcraft episode, and adds to the growing body of work
analyzing prominent historical events using the tools of economics.
  colonial massachusetts witches: America's Dark History H. H. Charles, 2021-07-12 Trump’s
“Make America Great Again” was a crass slogan intended to appeal to the most antiquated and base
emotions, resentments, and bigotry that plague far too many “Americans” who still believe in white
supremacy. Using historical sources found on various research platforms, Part I reviews the
genocide, persecution, and bigotry practiced from Columbus to Trump on natives, immigrants,
Africans, and others. There is no review of Trump as what he has done and is doing is well-covered
by present-day media. Acknowledging it is hardly an exhaustive compilation, Part II lists the
contributions made by those who suffered from their not being white Anglo immigrants to America.
The book is an attempt to have Americans, who will listen and care, recognize that America does not
need to be made “great again.” America needs to be made great.
  colonial massachusetts witches: Daily Life during the Salem Witch Trials K. David Goss,
2012-06-06 There are few episodes in American history as interesting and controversial as the Salem
Witch Trials. This work provides a revealing analysis of what it was like to live in Massachusetts
during that time, creating a nuanced profile of New England Puritans and their culture. What was it
like to live in the colony of Massachusetts during the last decade of the 17th century, the decade
famed for the Salem Witch Trials? Daily Life during the Salem Witch Trials answers that question,
offering a vivid portrait essential to anyone seeking to understand the traumatic events of the time
in their proper historical context. The book begins with a historical overview tracing the
development of the Puritan experiment in the Massachusetts colony from 1620 to 1692. It then
explores the cultural values and day-to-day concerns of Puritan society in the late-17th century,
including trends and patterns of behavior in family life, household activities, business and
economics, political and military responsibilities, and religious belief. Each chapter interprets a
different aspect of daily life as it was experienced by those who lived through the social crisis of the
witch trials of 1692–93, helping readers better comprehend how the history-making events of those
years could come to pass.
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