
colonial witch trials records

colonial witch trials records offer a fascinating window into early American
history, illuminating the legal, social, and cultural attitudes toward
witchcraft in the colonies. This comprehensive article explores the origins,
documentation, and legacy of witch trials in colonial America, focusing on
the preservation and study of historical records. Readers will discover how
colonial witch trials records have shaped scholarly understanding, the
challenges of accessing authentic documents, and the lasting impact of these
trials on modern historical research. Key topics include the evolution of
witchcraft laws, notable cases like Salem, the role of public perception, and
the preservation of trial transcripts and court documents. By examining the
details within colonial witch trials records, this article aims to provide an
informative and authoritative guide for historians, researchers, and anyone
interested in early American legal history.
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Understanding Colonial Witch Trials Records

Colonial witch trials records refer to the official documentation, court
transcripts, depositions, and other legal papers produced during witchcraft
prosecutions in colonial America. These records serve as primary sources that
reveal the procedures, beliefs, and societal dynamics of the era. Colonial
authorities meticulously documented accusations, testimonies, verdicts, and
sentences, providing invaluable material for historians and researchers. The
preservation of these records varies by region, with some colonies
maintaining extensive archives while others have only fragmented documents.
Studying colonial witch trials records enables a deeper understanding of the
intersection between law, religion, and community fears during the formative
years of American society.

Origins and Legal Framework of Witchcraft
Trials

Early Colonial Attitudes Toward Witchcraft

The fear of witchcraft in colonial America was rooted in European traditions



brought over by settlers. Colonial witch trials records reflect how these
beliefs were adapted to the New World, often blending English and local
practices. Witchcraft was viewed as a capital crime, threatening not only
individuals but the spiritual and moral fabric of the colony. Laws against
witchcraft were enacted in several colonies, with Massachusetts Bay and
Connecticut leading the way in formalizing legal statutes. The records show
that accusations often stemmed from personal grievances, community tensions,
and unexplained misfortunes.

Legal Procedures and Documentation

Colonial witch trials records detail the legal procedures followed during
witchcraft prosecutions. Trials typically began with a formal complaint,
followed by depositions from witnesses and the accused. Magistrates and
juries evaluated evidence, which often relied on spectral testimony and
physical examinations for so-called "witch marks." Sentencing records specify
punishments ranging from imprisonment to execution. These documents provide a
clear chronology of events, allowing researchers to reconstruct the context
and outcomes of each case.

Accusation and complaint registers

Witness depositions and testimonies

Court transcripts and verdicts

Sentencing and execution records

Appeals and post-trial documentation

Notable Colonial Witch Trials and Their
Documentation

The Salem Witch Trials

Among all colonial witch trials records, those from Salem, Massachusetts
(1692), are the most extensive and widely studied. The Salem records include
hundreds of pages of depositions, warrants, confessions, and sentencing
orders. These documents reveal not only the legal process but also the social
hysteria that fueled the trials. Researchers have used these records to
analyze patterns of accusation, demographic profiles of the accused, and the
role of local leadership in escalating or mitigating prosecutions.

Other Regional Trials

While Salem is the most notorious, colonial witch trials occurred in other
regions, including Connecticut, New York, and Virginia. Records from
Connecticut, for example, date back to the 1640s and provide details of some
of the earliest American witchcraft prosecutions. These documents are often
less complete but still yield valuable insights into early colonial justice
and community dynamics. In New York and Virginia, witch trials were less



frequent, and records are more scattered, often found in municipal archives
or private collections.

Preservation and Analysis of Witch Trials
Records

Archival Preservation Efforts

The survival of colonial witch trials records is due in large part to the
efforts of archivists, historians, and preservation societies. Many original
documents have been lost to time, but those that remain are carefully
conserved in state archives, historical societies, and university libraries.
Preservation includes physical restoration, climate-controlled storage, and
digitization for public access. These efforts ensure that researchers can
study authentic materials and maintain the historical integrity of the
records.

Modern Analytical Approaches

Contemporary historians use a range of analytical methods to interpret
colonial witch trials records. Quantitative analysis helps identify trends in
accusations and outcomes, while qualitative methods explore language,
motives, and social context. Comparative studies with European witch trials
offer a broader perspective on colonial legal culture. The digitization of
records has expanded accessibility, allowing for interdisciplinary research
and collaboration across institutions.

Challenges in Accessing and Interpreting
Records

Fragmentation and Loss of Documents

One of the greatest challenges in studying colonial witch trials records is
the incomplete nature of surviving documents. Many records were lost due to
fire, neglect, or deliberate destruction. Others are scattered across
multiple archives, complicating efforts to create comprehensive databases.
Fragmentation impedes the ability to reconstruct entire trials and understand
broader legal trends.

Interpretive Difficulties

Interpreting colonial witch trials records requires careful consideration of
historical context and language. Legal terminology, social customs, and
religious beliefs of the time differ significantly from modern standards.
Researchers must account for bias in testimony and official documentation, as
well as the influence of prevailing community fears. The challenge lies in
constructing objective narratives from subjective and sometimes contradictory
sources.



Legacy and Influence on Modern Historical
Research

Impact on American Legal and Social History

Colonial witch trials records have profoundly influenced the study of
American legal and social history. They shed light on the development of
legal protections, evidentiary standards, and the evolution of community
justice. The records provide a cautionary tale about the dangers of mass
hysteria and the importance of due process. Scholars cite these documents
when exploring themes of gender, power, and religious authority in the
colonial era.

Continuing Scholarship and Public Interest

Interest in colonial witch trials records remains strong among historians,
educators, and the general public. New discoveries, digitization projects,
and exhibitions continue to bring these documents to wider audiences. Their
enduring legacy highlights the importance of preserving historical records
and learning from the past to inform present-day legal and social practices.

Q: What are colonial witch trials records?
A: Colonial witch trials records are official documents, court transcripts,
depositions, and legal papers created during the prosecution of alleged
witches in colonial America. They provide detailed accounts of accusations,
testimonies, verdicts, and sentences.

Q: Why are the Salem witch trials records considered
the most significant?
A: Salem witch trials records are the most extensive and well-preserved among
colonial witch trials, offering comprehensive insights into legal procedures,
social dynamics, and mass hysteria during the 1692 trials in Massachusetts.

Q: Where can researchers find colonial witch trials
records?
A: Researchers can find colonial witch trials records in state archives,
historical societies, university libraries, and digitized online collections.
Some documents are also held in private collections and municipal archives.

Q: What challenges do historians face when



interpreting witch trials records?
A: Historians face challenges such as incomplete documentation, fragmented
records, historical language differences, and subjective bias in testimonies
and official statements, making objective analysis difficult.

Q: How have colonial witch trials records influenced
modern legal practices?
A: These records have informed the development of evidentiary standards, due
process, and protections against wrongful prosecution, highlighting the
dangers of mass hysteria and the need for fair legal procedures.

Q: Are colonial witch trials records available to the
public?
A: Many records have been digitized and are accessible to the public through
archives, libraries, and historical societies, although some original
documents remain restricted due to preservation concerns.

Q: What types of documents are included in colonial
witch trials records?
A: Colonial witch trials records typically include accusation registers,
witness depositions, court transcripts, verdicts, sentencing orders, and
appeals documentation.

Q: How do colonial witch trials records contribute to
our understanding of early American society?
A: They reveal how law, religion, and community fears shaped colonial justice
and provide insights into gender, power, and social dynamics in early
American settlements.

Q: What role did public perception play in colonial
witch trials?
A: Public perception often fueled accusations and escalated prosecutions, as
fears of witchcraft were widespread and could influence legal outcomes and
community actions.

Q: What preservation methods are used for colonial
witch trials records?
A: Preservation methods include physical restoration, climate-controlled
storage, and digitization, ensuring the longevity and accessibility of
historical documents for research and education.
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  colonial witch trials records: Documents of the Salem Witch Trials K. David Goss, 2018-01-04
Through its extensive use of primary source materials and provision of explanations, this book places
readers into the context of late 17th-century Salem to shed light on one of the darkest events in
American history—the Salem witch trials. The Salem witch trials are one of the most fascinating
events in American history. Despite being commonly covered in school curricula, the nature of the
trials are often misunderstood. This book enables readers to get unique perspective and insight into
the nature of this event through a representative selection of primary source materials, each of
which is prefaced with explanatory editorial comments. The result is a work that clarifies the belief
systems and religious and social culture of 17th century Massachusetts and places them into a
comprehensible context to make sense of how the Salem witch trials came to happen. The book
provides an introductory overview of the Salem witch trials, which is followed by an array of primary
sources that tell the Salem story in the words of both the accusers and the victims of that episode.
Editorial commentary accompanies each of the documents, placing it into its historical framework
and clearly explaining archaic terminology and testimony. The primary sources used in this work are
drawn from the vast archive of Salem witch trial sources, including court testimonies, court
depositions, commentary from journals, miscellaneous court records such as arrest and death
warrants, and writings by contemporary critics of the trials. This broad and balanced mix of
documents gives students of the Salem witch trials a unique sense of the extent and impact of this
event on the people of colonial Massachusetts as well as the complexity of the event.
  colonial witch trials records: The Story of the Salem Witch Trials Bryan Le Beau,
2023-04-24 Providing an accessible and comprehensive overview, The Story of the Salem Witch
Trials explores the events between June 10 and September 22, 1692, when nineteen people were
hanged, one was pressed to death and over 150 were jailed for practicing witchcraft in Salem,
Massachusetts. This book explores the history of that event and provides a synthesis of the most
recent scholarship on the subject. It places the trials into the context of the Great European
Witch-Hunt and relates the events of 1692 to witch-hunting throughout seventeenth-century New
England. Now in a third edition, this book has been updated to include an expanded section on the
European origins of witch-hunts, an updated and expanded epilogue (which discusses the
witch-hunts, real and imagined, historical and cultural, since 1692), and an extensive bibliography.
This complex and difficult subject is covered in a uniquely accessible manner that captures all the
drama that surrounded the Salem witch trials. From beginning to end, the reader is carried along by
the author’s powerful narration and mastery of the subject. While covering the subject in impressive
detail, Bryan Le Beau maintains a broad perspective on the events and, wherever possible, lets the
historical characters speak for themselves. Le Beau highlights the decisions made by individuals
responsible for the trials that helped turn what might have been a minor event into a crisis that has
held the imagination of students of American history. This third edition of The Story of the Salem
Witch Trials is essential for students and scholars alike who are interested in women’s and gender
history, colonial American history, and early modern history.
  colonial witch trials records: The Salem Witch Trials Marilynne K. Roach, 2004-07-22 The
Salem Witch Trials is based on over twenty-five years of archival research--including the author's
discovery of previously unknown documents--newly found cases and court records. From January
1692 to January 1697 this history unfolds a nearly day-by-day narrative of the crisis as the citizens of
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New England experienced it.
  colonial witch trials records: Die Hexen Marco Frenschkowski, 2012-09-20 Eine Hexe sollst
du nicht am Leben lassen. Exodus 22,17In wenigen Gebieten der Geschichts- und
Kulturwissenschaften hat sich in den letzten Jahren so viel bewegt und so viel verändert wie in der
Hexenforschung.Zahlreiche Annahmen des Schulbuchwissens wurden durch genaue Analyse der
Quellen und der territorialgeschichtlichen Hintergründe widerlegt. Das Bild ist vor allem zeitlich
und räumlich viel differenzierter geworden. Warum waren bestimmte Gebiete verfolgungsintensiv,
während Nachbarterritorien verfolgungsfrei blieben? Wie ist das Verhältnis Frauen und Männer
unter den Opfern? Waren Hexen Trägerinnen eines vorchristlichen Kultes? Gingen die Verfolgungen
von oben oder von unten in der Gesellschaft aus? Wie kam es zur Überwindung des Hexenglaubens?
Die außereuropäische Ethnologie hat erkennen müssen, in wie hohem Umfang das Thema der
Hexereiverdächtigungen auch in anderen Kulturen und bis in die unmittelbare Gegenwart präsent
ist. Einige der massivsten Hexenverfolgungen haben weitab des abendländischen Kulturraumes
stattgefunden. Der vorliegende Band trägt diesen neuen Forschungsergebnissen Rechnung und
widerlegt viele Klischees. Dabei kommen nicht nur die grausigen und schmerzvollen Details der
Verfolgungsgeschichte und das schwüle und üppige Bild gesellschaftlicher Hexensabbatfantasien,
sondern auch das Umkippen des Hexenpradigmas im 20. und 21. Jhdt. zur Sprache. Wie wurde aus
der bösen Hexe der europäischen Tradition die gute Hexe der ökofeministischen Esoterikszene und
der Wiccabewegung? Vor allem: warum wurde die Hexe zur Identifikationsfigur? Wie steht es mit
der antiken Vorgeschichte des Glaubens an Hexerei? Hexen. Eine kulturgeschichtliche Analyse
orientiert facettenreich und auf neuestem Forschungsstand über das Thema aus einem globalen
Blickwinkel, und bietet manche Überraschungen. Ergänzt wird der Band durch einige Quellentexte.
  colonial witch trials records: Salem-Village Witchcraft Paul Boyer, Stephen Nissenbaum,
1993-09-24 Drawing on extensive primary documents, this book allows the reader to participate in
historical analysis of this explosive period in history
  colonial witch trials records: The Salem Witchcraft Trials Peter Charles Hoffer, 1997
Historian Peter Charles Hoffer reexamines a notorious episode in American history and presents
many of its legal details in true perspective for the first time. Hoffer also shows how rights we take
for granted today did not exist in colonial times, and he demonstrates how these cases relate to
current instances of children accusing adults of abuse.
  colonial witch trials records: The Salem Witch Trials Michael Burgan, 2019 Vivid storytelling
and authentic dialogue bring American history to life and place readers in the shoes of people who
experienced one of the most notorious moments in American history - the Salem Witch Trials. In the
spring of 1692, girls in Salem, Massachusetts, accused several local women of witchcraft. The events
that followed were marked by mass hysteria and religious extremism and ultimately led to trials,
convictions, executions, and many more accusals. Suspenseful, dramatic events unfold in
chronological, interwoven stories from the different perspectives of people who experienced the
event while it was happening. Narratives intertwine to create a breathless, What's Next? kind of
read. Students gain a new perspective on historical figures as they learn about real people
struggling to decide how best to act in a given moment.
  colonial witch trials records: The Story of the Salem Witch Trials Bryan F. Le Beau,
2016-05-23 Between June 10 and September 22, 1692, nineteen people were hanged for practicing
witchcraft in Salem, Massachusetts. One person was pressed to death, and over 150 others were
jailed, where still others died. The Story of the Salem Witch Trials is a history of that event. It
provides a much needed synthesis of the most recent scholarship on the subject, places the trials
into the context of the Great European Witch-Hunt, and relates the events of 1692 to witch-hunting
throughout seventeenth century New England. This complex and difficult subject is covered in a
uniquely accessible manner that captures all the drama that surrounded the Salem witch trials.
From beginning to end, the reader is carried along by the author’s powerful narration and mastery
of the subject. While covering the subject in impressive detail, Bryan Le Beau maintains a broad
perspective on events, and wherever possible, lets the historical characters speak for themselves. Le



Beau highlights the decisions made by individuals responsible for the trials that helped turn what
might have been a minor event into a crisis that has held the imagination of students of American
history.
  colonial witch trials records: The Salem Witch Trials Tracey Boraas, 2004 Follows the
beginnings of the witchcraft hysteria that led to the Salem witch trials and describes the impact of
these trials on the people and community.
  colonial witch trials records: A Companion to American Literature Susan Belasco, Theresa
Strouth Gaul, Linck Johnson, Michael Soto, 2020-04-03 A comprehensive, chronological overview of
American literature in three scholarly and authoritative volumes A Companion to American
Literature traces the history and development of American literature from its early origins in Native
American oral tradition to 21st century digital literature. This comprehensive three-volume set
brings together contributions from a diverse international team of accomplished young scholars and
established figures in the field. Contributors explore a broad range of topics in historical, cultural,
political, geographic, and technological contexts, engaging the work of both well-known and
non-canonical writers of every period. Volume One is an inclusive and geographically expansive
examination of early American literature, applying a range of cultural and historical approaches and
theoretical models to a dramatically expanded canon of texts. Volume Two covers American
literature between 1820 and 1914, focusing on the development of print culture and the literary
marketplace, the emergence of various literary movements, and the impact of social and historical
events on writers and writings of the period. Spanning the 20th and early 21st centuries, Volume
Three studies traditional areas of American literature as well as the literature from previously
marginalized groups and contemporary writers often overlooked by scholars. This inclusive and
comprehensive study of American literature: Examines the influences of race, ethnicity, gender,
class, and disability on American literature Discusses the role of technology in book production and
circulation, the rise of literacy, and changing reading practices and literary forms Explores a wide
range of writings in multiple genres, including novels, short stories, dramas, and a variety of poetic
forms, as well as autobiographies, essays, lectures, diaries, journals, letters, sermons, histories, and
graphic narratives. Provides a thematic index that groups chapters by contexts and illustrates their
links across different traditional chronological boundaries A Companion to American Literature is a
valuable resource for students coming to the subject for the first time or preparing for field
examinations, instructors in American literature courses, and scholars with more specialized
interests in specific authors, genres, movements, or periods.
  colonial witch trials records: Vexed with Devils Erika Gasser, 2017-07-07 Stories of
witchcraft and demonic possession from early modern England through the last official trials in
colonial New England Those possessed by the devil in early modern England usually exhibited a
common set of symptoms: fits, vomiting, visions, contortions, speaking in tongues, and an antipathy
to prayer. However, it was a matter of interpretation, and sometimes public opinion, if these
symptoms were visited upon the victim, or if they came from within. Both early modern England and
colonial New England had cases that blurred the line between witchcraft and demonic possession,
most famously, the Salem witch trials. While historians acknowledge some similarities in witch trials
between the two regions, such as the fact that an overwhelming majority of witches were women,
the histories of these cases primarily focus on local contexts and specifics. In so doing, they overlook
the ways in which manhood factored into possession and witchcraft cases. Vexed with Devils is a
cultural history of witchcraft-possession phenomena that centers on the role of men and patriarchal
power. Erika Gasser reveals that witchcraft trials had as much to do with who had power in the
community, to impose judgement or to subvert order, as they did with religious belief. She argues
that the gendered dynamics of possession and witchcraft demonstrated that contested meanings of
manhood played a critical role in the struggle to maintain authority. While all men were not capable
of accessing power in the same ways, many of the people involved—those who acted as if they were
possessed, men accused of being witches, and men who wrote possession propaganda—invoked
manhood as they struggled to advocate for themselves during these perilous times. Gasser



ultimately concludes that the decline of possession and witchcraft cases was not merely a product of
change over time, but rather an indication of the ways in which patriarchal power endured
throughout and beyond the colonial period. Vexed with Devils reexamines an unnerving time and
offers a surprising new perspective on our own, using stories and voices which emerge from the
records in ways that continue to fascinate and unsettle us.
  colonial witch trials records: Devil Made Me Do It! Juliet Haines Mofford, 2011-12-20
Discover the antics of New England’s original criminals—and how the courts punished them for their
misdeeds.
  colonial witch trials records: The Salem Witch Trials K. David Goss, 2007-12-30 Part of the
enduring fascination of the Salem witch trials is the fact that, to date, no one theory has been able to
fully explain the events that ravaged Salem in 1692. Countless causes, from ergot-infected rye to
actual demonic posession, have been offered to explain why the accusations and erratic behavior of
seven village girls left hundreds accused, over 20 dead, and the townspeople of eastern
Massachusetts shaken. Through a multitude of resources, this authoritative reference guide explores
the Salem Witchcraft episode, including the religious and political climate in Puritan New England,
and accessibly summarizes the major interpretations of, and reactions to, the events, from the
seventeenth century until the present day. Biographical sketches of each person central to the
events—including afflicted girls, victims, ministers, and magistrates—add a human element, and
primary document excerpts—including petitions, letters, and revealing testimony—give a firsthand
glimpse of the proceedings in the players' own words. A chronology of events, a glossary of terms,
an annotated bibliography, and over 25 photos make this a must-have resource for students of
American history, criminal justice, gender issues, and culture. A must-have for any student of
American history, this resource gives a unique glimpse into the 17th century politics, religious
culture, and gender issues that created the Salem witchcraft episode, and gives context to an impact
that still resonates today, in everything from modern political life to popular culture.
  colonial witch trials records: Satan and Salem Benjamin C. Ray, 2015-05-29 The result of a
perfect storm of factors that culminated in a great moral catastrophe, the Salem witch trials of 1692
took a breathtaking toll on the young English colony of Massachusetts. Over 150 people were
imprisoned, and nineteen men and women, including a minister, were executed by hanging. The
colonial government, which was responsible for initiating the trials, eventually repudiated the entire
affair as a great delusion of the Devil. In Satan and Salem, Benjamin Ray looks beyond single-factor
interpretations to offer a far more nuanced view of why the Salem witch-hunt spiraled out of control.
Rather than assigning blame to a single perpetrator, Ray assembles portraits of several major
characters, each of whom had complex motives for accusing his or her neighbors. In this way, he
reveals how religious, social, political, and legal factors all played a role in the drama. Ray’s
historical database of court records, documents, and maps yields a unique analysis of the geographic
spread of accusations and trials, ultimately showing how the witch-hunt resulted in the execution of
so many people—far more than any comparable episode on this side of the Atlantic. In addition to
the print volume, Satan and Salem will also be available as a linked e-book offering the reader the
opportunity to investigate firsthand the primary sources and maps on which Ray’s groundbreaking
argument rests. Learn more at satanandsalem.org.
  colonial witch trials records: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 1990 The
Congressional Record is the official record of the proceedings and debates of the United States
Congress. It is published daily when Congress is in session. The Congressional Record began
publication in 1873. Debates for sessions prior to 1873 are recorded in The Debates and Proceedings
in the Congress of the United States (1789-1824), the Register of Debates in Congress (1824-1837),
and the Congressional Globe (1833-1873)
  colonial witch trials records: The Making of Salem Robin DeRosa, 2009-10-21 The Salem
Witch Trials of 1692 are a case study in hysteria and group psychology, and the cultural effects still
linger centuries later. This critical study examines original trial transcripts, historical accounts,
fiction and drama, film and television shows, and tourist sites in contemporary Salem, challenging



the process of how history is collected and recorded. Drawing from literary and historical theory, as
well as from performance studies, the book offers a new definition of history and uses Salem as a
tool for rethinking the relationships between the truth and the stories people tell about the past.
  colonial witch trials records: Salem Story Bernard Rosenthal, 1993 Salem Story engages the
story of the Salem witch trials by contrasting an analysis of the surviving primary documentation
with the way events of 1692 have been mythologised by our culture. Resisting the temptation to
explain the Salem witch trials in the context of an inclusive theoretical framework, the book
examines a variety of individual motives that converged to precipitate the witch-hunt. Of the many
assumptions about the Salem witch trials, the most persistent is that they were instigated by a circle
of hysterical girls. Through an analysis of what actually happened - by perusal of the primary
materials with the 'close reading' approach of a literary critic - a different picture emerges, one
where 'hysteria' inappropriately describes the logical, rational strategies of accusation and
confession followed by the accusers, males and females alike.
  colonial witch trials records: Switching Sides Tony Fels, 2018-01-06 Tony Fels traces a
remarkable shift in scholarly interpretations of the Salem witch hunt from the post-World War II era
up through the present. In Switching Sides, Tony Fels explains that for a new generation of
historians influenced by the radicalism of the New Left in the 1960s and early 1970s, the Salem
panic acquired a startlingly different meaning. Determined to champion the common people of
colonial New England, dismissive toward liberal values, and no longer instinctively wary of utopian
belief systems, the leading works on the subject to emerge from 1969 through the early 2000s
highlighted economic changes, social tensions, racial conflicts, and political developments that
served to unsettle the accusers in the witchcraft proceedings. These interpretations, still dominant
in the academic world, encourage readers to sympathize with the perpetrators of the witch hunt,
while at the same time showing indifference or even hostility toward the accused. Switching Sides is
meticulously documented, but its comparatively short text aims broadly at an educated American
public, for whom the Salem witch hunt has long occupied an iconic place in the nation’s conscience.
Readers will come away from the book with a sound knowledge of what is currently known about the
Salem witch hunt—and pondering the relationship between works of history and the ideological
influences on the historians who write them. “With vivacious prose, palpable passion, and powerful
reasoning, he delivers a book that is dramatic and dynamic. A rare work of critical historiography
that could actually matter, Switching Sides is a brilliant and impassioned volume that will be a
must-read for all students of early America.” —Michael W. Zuckerman, author of Peaceable
Kingdoms
  colonial witch trials records: Science and Specters at Salem Matt Goldish, 2024-08-27
Most studies of the Salem witch trials focus on social history and the dynamics between accused and
accusers. Science and Specters at Salem turns instead to the intellectual background of the judges
to understand why they accepted controversial types of evidence. The role of judges in a witch trial
was central. Goldish argues that in Salem the judges' acceptance of questionable touch tests and
spectral evidence was a result of their intellectual commitments. Several of the Salem judges were
highly educated, and some of them were adherents of a particular philosophical school in England
led by Henry More and Joseph Glanvill which Goldish calls the anti-Sadducees. He demonstrates
how the ideas of these leading thinkers, friends of Robert Boyle and Sir Isaac Newton, could have
led to the deaths of twenty accused witches in Salem. This book will interest students and scholars
of witch trials, American colonial history, Atlantic history, legal history and early modern Europe, as
well as lay readers wanting a better understanding of Salem.
  colonial witch trials records: Earlier North American Englishes Merja Kytö, Lucia Siebers,
2022-07-15 Varieties of English in the U.S. and Canada display fascinating developments from
colonial times up until the twenty-first century. To throw light on the linguistics of North American
Englishes and their socio-historical contexts, this volume brings together research from various
traditions, including corpus linguistics, variation studies, dialectology, historical sociolinguistics,
historical pragmatics, language ideology, and the enregisterment framework. In the ten chapters of



the volume, a wide variety of sources, published and unpublished, containing evidence of past
language use in the U.S. and Canada are introduced and exploited for novel insights. Among the
research questions addressed are the following: how to best model the emergence of new varieties
of English in North America? Are morphological Americanisms historical retentions, post-colonial
revivals, or progressive innovations? What is distinctly Canadian in the context of North American
Englishes? How can synchronic dialects be used to examine trajectories of change in the history of
Canadian English?
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