
climate change literature
climate change literature has emerged as a vital genre that explores the human response to
environmental transformations, the scientific realities of global warming, and the cultural narratives
that shape our understanding of climate crisis. This article delves into the evolution of climate
change literature, its major themes, influential works, and its impact on society and policy. Readers
will discover how fiction and non-fiction writers address ecological anxieties, raise awareness, and
inspire action through storytelling. The discussion covers the history of climate change literature,
key literary trends, notable authors, and the role of literature in shaping public discourse and
environmental advocacy. By examining critical literary movements and the intersection of science
and narrative, this article provides a comprehensive overview for scholars, educators, and anyone
interested in the power of words to confront ecological challenges. Whether you are seeking
recommendations or insights into how literature influences the climate conversation, this guide
offers a thorough and engaging resource.
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History and Evolution of Climate Change Literature

Climate change literature has its roots in early environmental writing, which documented the human
relationship with nature and the consequences of industrialization. As concerns about global
warming intensified in the late 20th century, writers began to address climate change more directly
in both fiction and non-fiction. Early scientific texts laid the foundation for understanding climate
science, while contemporary works incorporate complex narratives that blend fact, speculation, and
emotional resonance.

Over the past few decades, the genre has rapidly expanded, reflecting growing public concern and
the urgent need for climate action. Writers have drawn inspiration from environmental disasters,
scientific discoveries, and social movements to create stories that illustrate both the global scale and
personal impact of climate change. The evolution of climate change literature mirrors society's
shifting awareness and priorities, moving from abstract warnings to intimate portrayals of life on a
warming planet.



Major Themes in Climate Change Literature

Environmental Anxiety and Loss

A central theme in climate change literature is the sense of anxiety and loss experienced by
individuals and communities facing environmental degradation. Writers explore the psychological
effects of disappearing ecosystems, biodiversity loss, and shifting weather patterns. These narratives
often emphasize feelings of grief, nostalgia, and uncertainty, compelling readers to confront the
emotional toll of ecological change.

Human Responsibility and Agency

Climate change literature frequently addresses human responsibility for environmental damage and
the potential for positive action. Stories highlight the ethical dilemmas of consumption, policy
decisions, and the consequences of technological advancement. By examining characters who
struggle with personal and collective choices, authors encourage readers to consider their own roles
in shaping the future.

Adaptation and Resilience

Another recurring theme is adaptation and resilience in the face of climate crisis. Literature in this
genre showcases how communities respond to environmental challenges, whether through
innovation, activism, or cultural transformation. These stories offer hope and inspiration, illustrating
the capacity for creative problem-solving and the strength of communal bonds.

Interconnection between Science and Culture

Climate change literature often explores the intersection of scientific knowledge and cultural
understanding. Writers blend scientific facts with myth, symbolism, and speculative fiction to create
multidimensional narratives. This approach fosters greater comprehension of climate science while
engaging readers emotionally and intellectually.

Environmental anxiety and grief

Human responsibility and ethical dilemmas

Adaptation, innovation, and resilience

Interconnection of science, culture, and storytelling



Influential Works and Authors

Seminal Non-Fiction Texts

Non-fiction has played a crucial role in shaping climate change literature. Landmark works such as
"The Uninhabitable Earth" by David Wallace-Wells and "This Changes Everything" by Naomi Klein
provide in-depth analysis of climate science, policy, and social implications. These books have
become reference points for understanding the urgency and complexity of the climate crisis.

Fictional Explorations of Climate Change

Fiction offers a powerful means to imagine possible futures and personal experiences of climate
change. Novels like "The Overstory" by Richard Powers, "Flight Behavior" by Barbara Kingsolver,
and "New York 2140" by Kim Stanley Robinson depict altered landscapes, social upheaval, and
characters navigating survival and transformation. Speculative fiction, also known as "cli-fi," uses
imaginative scenarios to highlight potential outcomes and ethical challenges.

Poetry and Short Stories

Poetry and short stories also contribute to the climate change literature genre, providing concise
and evocative reflections on ecological themes. Poets such as Jorie Graham and Juliana Spahr
capture the immediacy of environmental loss and the search for meaning in a changing world.
Anthologies and literary journals continue to publish diverse voices that address climate change
from multiple perspectives.

"The Uninhabitable Earth" by David Wallace-Wells1.

"This Changes Everything" by Naomi Klein2.

"The Overstory" by Richard Powers3.

"Flight Behavior" by Barbara Kingsolver4.

"New York 2140" by Kim Stanley Robinson5.

The Role of Fiction and Non-Fiction



Fiction: Imagination and Empathy

Fictional climate change literature enables readers to envision the consequences of global warming
through compelling narratives and relatable characters. By setting stories in altered environments
or dystopian futures, authors make abstract scientific concepts tangible and emotionally resonant.
This genre fosters empathy and motivates readers to consider personal action and broader advocacy.

Non-Fiction: Raising Awareness and Informing Policy

Non-fiction provides essential information on climate science, environmental policy, and social
movements. Journalists, scientists, and activists use non-fiction books and essays to educate the
public, influence policy debates, and inspire collective action. The factual nature of non-fiction builds
credibility and helps bridge the gap between research and everyday experience.

Literature’s Impact on Society and Policy

Shaping Public Discourse

Climate change literature significantly influences public discourse by framing environmental
challenges in accessible and memorable ways. Through storytelling, writers bring attention to
overlooked issues, amplify marginalized voices, and challenge dominant narratives. The genre
fosters discussion and debate, prompting individuals and communities to reflect on their values and
priorities.

Inspiring Environmental Advocacy

Literature has the power to inspire activism by highlighting the urgency of climate action and
showcasing examples of successful advocacy. Books and stories can galvanize readers to support
environmental organizations, participate in policy initiatives, and adopt sustainable lifestyles. The
persuasive nature of narrative encourages personal commitment and collective mobilization.

Climate Change Literature in Education

Integrating Climate Themes in Curricula

Educational institutions increasingly incorporate climate change literature into curricula to foster
critical thinking and ecological literacy. Teachers use novels, essays, and poetry to spark discussion,
encourage research, and develop students' understanding of environmental issues. Literature serves
as a gateway to interdisciplinary learning, connecting science, ethics, and the humanities.



Promoting Engagement Among Youth

Climate change literature appeals to young readers by addressing their concerns and aspirations for
the future. Young adult fiction, graphic novels, and interactive media provide accessible entry points
for learning about climate change. These resources empower students to explore solutions, express
their views, and become active participants in the climate movement.

Current Trends and Future Directions

Diversity and Representation

Recent climate change literature emphasizes diverse perspectives, including voices from Indigenous
communities, developing nations, and marginalized groups. Writers explore the disproportionate
impact of climate change and advocate for environmental justice. This trend reflects a broader
commitment to inclusivity and equity in climate storytelling.

Digital Storytelling and Multimedia

Advances in digital media have expanded the reach of climate change literature through blogs,
podcasts, and interactive platforms. Multimedia storytelling enables new forms of engagement,
blending text, audio, and visual elements to convey complex environmental messages. These
innovations make climate literature more accessible and relevant to wider audiences.

Speculative and Experimental Narratives

Writers continue to experiment with form and genre, using speculative fiction, poetry, and hybrid
texts to challenge conventional storytelling. These works push the boundaries of climate change
literature, imagining alternative futures and exploring the ethical dilemmas of technological and
ecological transformation.

Inclusion of marginalized voices and cultures

Integration of technology and digital platforms

Exploration of speculative and experimental forms



Questions and Answers about Climate Change
Literature

Q: What is climate change literature?
A: Climate change literature refers to a genre of writing that addresses the causes, impacts, and
human responses to global warming and environmental transformation through fiction, non-fiction,
poetry, and other literary forms.

Q: Why is climate change literature important?
A: Climate change literature is important because it raises awareness, fosters empathy, and inspires
action by translating scientific concepts and environmental challenges into engaging narratives that
reach broad audiences.

Q: Who are some influential authors in climate change
literature?
A: Influential authors include David Wallace-Wells, Naomi Klein, Richard Powers, Barbara
Kingsolver, and Kim Stanley Robinson, among others who have shaped the genre through impactful
works.

Q: What are the main themes in climate change literature?
A: Main themes include environmental anxiety and grief, human responsibility, adaptation and
resilience, and the intersection of science and culture within storytelling.

Q: How does fiction contribute to the climate change
conversation?
A: Fiction allows readers to imagine possible futures, understand personal impacts, and empathize
with characters navigating climate challenges, making the abstract threat of climate change more
relatable.

Q: What role does non-fiction play in climate change
literature?
A: Non-fiction provides factual information, analysis of climate science, and insights into policy and
activism, helping to inform and motivate readers for environmental action.



Q: How is climate change literature used in education?
A: Climate change literature is integrated into curricula to enhance ecological literacy, critical
thinking, and interdisciplinary learning, engaging students with real-world environmental issues.

Q: What trends are shaping the future of climate change
literature?
A: Key trends include greater diversity and representation, the use of digital media and multimedia
storytelling, and the rise of speculative and experimental narrative forms.

Q: Can climate change literature influence policy and
advocacy?
A: Yes, climate change literature can influence policy and advocacy by shaping public discourse,
inspiring activism, and amplifying the urgency of environmental challenges through powerful
storytelling.

Q: What is "cli-fi" and how does it relate to climate change
literature?
A: "Cli-fi," or climate fiction, is a subgenre of speculative fiction that focuses on climate change
scenarios, exploring the social, ethical, and environmental impacts through imaginative storytelling.
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  climate change literature: Climate Change, Literature, and Environmental Justice Janet
Fiskio, 2021-04-22 This book shows how the discourse of climate change emerges within histories of
colonization, enslavement, and revolution. By placing climate change within the longer histories of
enslavement and settler colonialism, Janet Fiskio reveals the connections between climate change
activism and enslavement, genocide, imperialism, white supremacy, incarceration. Organized around
three themes-speculative pasts and futures; practices of dissent, mourning, and repair; and everyday
inhabitation and social care-Climate Change, Literature, and Environmental Justice shows the ways
that frontline communities resist environmental racism and protect and repair the world. It provides
anaylisis of expressive cultures, including literature, dance, protest movements, oral history, and
cooking utilizing decolonial and reparative theories. It offers readings of key figures, such as Octavia
Butler, Louise Erdrich, Winona LaDuke, Mark Nowak, Simon Ortiz, Jesmyn Ward, and Colson
Whitehead--
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  climate change literature: Teaching the Literature of Climate Change Debra J. Rosenthal,
2024-04-26 Over the past several decades, writers such as Margaret Atwood, Paolo Bacigalupi,
Octavia E. Butler, and Kathy Jetn̄il-Kijiner have explored climate change through literature,
reflecting current anxieties about humans' impact on the planet. Emphasizing the importance of
interdisciplinarity, this volume embraces literature as a means to cultivate students' understanding
of the ongoing climate crisis, ethics in times of disaster, and the intrinsic intersectionality of
environmental issues. Contributors discuss speculative climate futures, the Anthropocene,
postcolonialism, climate anxiety, and the usefulness of storytelling in engaging with catastrophe. The
essays offer approaches to teaching interdisciplinary and cross-listed courses, including strategies
for team-teaching across disciplines and for building connections between humanities majors and
STEM majors. The volume concludes with essays that explore ways to address grief and to
contemplate a hopeful future in the face of apocalyptic predictions.
  climate change literature: Literature as a Lens for Climate Change Rebecca L. Young,
2022-03-03 Each chapter in this collection offers a practical approach for using literature to engage
and empower students to confront aspects of climate crises. Educators from different backgrounds
and parts of the world share their experience using novels, short stories, drama, poetry, and
nonfiction to help students understand the causes and consequences of climate change as well as
how they can contribute to potential solutions.
  climate change literature: The Cambridge Companion to Literature and Climate Adeline
Johns-Putra, Kelly Sultzbach, 2022-04-07 This volume unfolds the complex relationship between
literature and climate by uniquely illuminating historical complexity, diverse viewpoints, and
emerging issues.
  climate change literature: Teaching Climate Change in the Humanities Stephen
Siperstein, Shane Hall, Stephanie LeMenager, 2016-10-04 Climate change is an enormous and
increasingly urgent issue. This important book highlights how humanities disciplines can mobilize
the creative and critical power of students, teachers, and communities to confront climate change.
The book is divided into four clear sections to help readers integrate climate change into the classes
and topics they are already teaching as well as engage with interdisciplinary methods and
techniques. Teaching Climate Change in the Humanities constitutes a map and toolkit for anyone
who wishes to draw upon the strengths of literary and cultural studies to teach valuable lessons that
engage with climate change.
  climate change literature: Climate Change Fictions Antonia Mehnert, 2016-11-04 This book
highlights the importance of the cultural sphere, and in particular literature, in response and
discussion with the unprecedented phenomenon known as climate change. Antonia Mehnert turns to
a set of contemporary American works of fiction, reading them as a unique response to the
challenges of representing climate change. She draws on “climate change fiction”— texts dealing
explicitly with anthropogenic climate change—and explores how these works convey climate change,
deal with its challenging characteristics, and with what narrative techniques they ultimately
participate in its communication. Indeed, a number of challenging traits make climate change a
difficult issue to engage with including its slow and long temporal dimension, global scale, scientific
controversy, and its disconnect between cause and effect. Considering such complexity and
uncertainty at the source of climate change fictions, this book moves beyond a solely ecocritical
analysis and shows how these climate change fictions constitute an insightful cultural repertoire
valuable for discussion in the environmental humanities in general.
  climate change literature: Climate Change Chip Fletcher, 2018-10-30 This book introduces
climate change fundamentals and essential concepts that reveal the extent of the damage, the
impacts felt around the globe, and the innovation and leadership it will take to bring an end to the
status quo. Emphasizing peer-reviewed literature, this text details the impact of climate change on
land and sea, the water cycle, human communities, the weather, and humanity’s collective future.
Coverage of greenhouse gases, oceanic and atmospheric processes, Pleistocene and Holocene
paleoclimate, sea levels, and other fundamental topics provide a deep understanding of key



mechanisms, while discussion of extreme weather, economic impacts, and resource scarcity reveals
how climate change is already impacting people’s lives—and will continue to do so at an increasing
rate for the foreseeable future.
  climate change literature: Writing Romantic Climate Change Anya Heise-von der Lippe,
2024-06-04 In the Romantic period, women writers developed specific aesthetics and writing
strategies in their engagements with climate change and climate catastrophe. Anya Heise-von der
Lippe draws on intersectional feminist and ecocritical approaches to highlight gender as a
complicating category in Romantic engagements with these topics. She addresses the ways in which
gendered critical framings continue to resonate in current Anthropocene discourses that use
Romantic conceptualizations of »Nature«, impacting contemporary approaches to the relationship
between humans and non-humans in the ongoing climate catastrophe.
  climate change literature: Climate Change Science and Policy Stephen H. Schneider, Armin
Rosencranz, Michael D. Mastrandrea, Kristin Kuntz-Duriseti, 2009-12-14 This is the most
comprehensive and current reference resource on climate change available today. It features 49
individual chapters by some of the world’ s leading climate scientists. Its five sections address
climate change in five dimensions: ecological impacts; policy analysis; international considerations;
United States considerations; and mitigation options to reduce carbon emissions. In many ways, this
volume supersedes the Fourth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC). Many important developments too recent to be treated by the 2007 IPCC documents
are covered here. This book considers not only the IPCC report, but also results of the UN
Framework Convention on Climate Change held in Bali in December 2007, as well as even more
recent research data. Overall, Climate Change Science and Policy paints a direr picture of the
effects of climate change than do the IPCC reports. It reveals that climate change has progressed
faster than the IPCC reports anticipated and that the outlook for the future is bleaker than the IPCC
reported. In his prologue, John P. Holdren writes that the widely-used term “ global warming” is a
misnomer. He suggests that a more accurate label would be “ global climatic disruption.” This
volume, he states, will equip readers with all they need to know to rebut the misrepresentations
being propagated by “ climate-change skeptics.” No one, he writes, will be a skeptic after reading
this book.
  climate change literature: A Cultural History of Climate Change Tom Bristow, Thomas H.
Ford, 2016-04-20 Charting innovative directions in the environmental humanities, this book
examines the cultural history of climate change under three broad headings: history, writing and
politics. Climate change compels us to rethink many of our traditional means of historical
understanding, and demands new ways of relating human knowledge, action and representations to
the dimensions of geological and evolutionary time. To address these challenges, this book positions
our present moment of climatic knowledge within much longer histories of climatic experience. Only
in light of these histories, it argues, can we properly understand what climate means today across an
array of discursive domains, from politics, literature and law to neighbourly conversation. Its
chapters identify turning-points and experiments in the construction of climates and of atmospheres
of sensation. They examine how contemporary ecological thought has repoliticised the
representation of nature and detail vital aspects of the history and prehistory of our climatic
modernity. This ground-breaking text will be of great interest to researchers and postgraduate
students in environmental history, environmental governance, history of ideas and science, literature
and eco-criticism, political theory, cultural theory, as well as all general readers interested in
climate change.
  climate change literature: Climate Change Mike Hulme, 2021-07-27 Written by a leading
geographer of climate, this book offers a unique guide to students and general readers alike for
making sense of this profound, far-reaching, and contested idea. It presents climate change as an
idea with a past, a present, and a future. In ten carefully crafted chapters, Climate Change offers a
synoptic and inter-disciplinary understanding of the idea of climate change from its varied historical
and cultural origins; to its construction more recently through scientific endeavour; to the multiple



ways in which political, social, and cultural movements in today’s world seek to make sense of and
act upon it; to the possible futures of climate, however it may be governed and imagined. The central
claim of the book is that the full breadth and power of the idea of climate change can only be
grasped from a vantage point that embraces the social sciences, humanities, and natural sciences.
This vantage point is what the book offers, written from the perspective of a geographer whose
career work on climate change has drawn across the full range of academic disciplines. The book
highlights the work of leading geographers in relation to climate change; examples, illustrations,
and case study boxes are drawn from different cultures around the world, and questions are posed
for use in class discussions. The book is written as a student text, suitable for disciplinary and
inter-disciplinary undergraduate and graduate courses that embrace climate change from within
social science and humanities disciplines. Science students studying climate change on
inter-disciplinary programmes will also benefit from reading it, as too will the general reader looking
for a fresh and distinctive account of climate change.
  climate change literature: The Little Data Book on Climate Change 2011 World Bank,
2011-12-05 The Little Data Book on Climate Change is based on World Development Indicators
2011, the World Bank s premier data publication. It provides a broad overview of climate change
data and includes a diverse set of indicators selected from both the global economic and scientific
communities. These indicators reflect recognition of the intrinsic relationship between climate
change and development, and attempt to synthesize important aspects of current and projected
climate conditions, exposure to climate impacts, resilience, greenhouse gas emissions, and the state
of efforts to take action. This handy pocket guide is one of seven titles in the World Bank's Little
Data Book series, which provides data snapshots of key global development issues. It provides
country data for 218 World Bank member countries for more than 50 indicators in a single page.
These tables are supplemented by aggregate data for regional and income groupings.
  climate change literature: Vulnerability and Adaptation to Climate Change in Bangladesh Md
Aboul Fazal Younus, 2014-06-26 The IPCC (2007) warned that the Ganges Brahmaputra Meghna
(GBM) basin will be at greatest risk due to increased flooding, and that the region’s poverty would
reduce its adaptation capacity. This book investigates autonomous adaptation using a multi-method
technique comprising PRA and a questionnaire survey applied in the case study area ‘Islampur’
Upazila in Bangladesh. The study has four key approaches. First, it reviews the flood literature for
Bangladesh from 1980 to 2014. Second, it examines farmers' crop adaptation processes in a case
study area at Islampur, Bangladesh. Third, it assesses the vulnerability and adaptation (V & A) in
response to three extreme flood events (EFEs). Fourth, the book assesses the economic
consequences of failure effects of autonomous crop adaptation in response to EFEs. The results
show that Bangladeshi farmers are highly resilient to EFEs, but the economic consequences of
failure effects of autonomous crop adaptation (FEACA) on marginal farmers are large. The book
contributes to current knowledge by filling three important research gaps as follows, 1) farmers’
autonomous crop adaptation processes in response to various types of extreme floods; 2)
methodological contribution for assessing vulnerability and adaptation through PRA; and 3) the
economic consequences of the failure effects of autonomous crop adaptations. “This book provides a
good account of ‘autonomous adaptation’ and its impact on fl ood vulnerable communities in
Bangladesh. Anyone wishing to fully understand the impact of climate change should read the book.”
Professor Muhammad Yunus, Nobel Laureate, Yunus Centre, Bangladesh
  climate change literature: Postcolonial Literatures of Climate Change , 2022-07-04
Postcolonial Literatures of Climate Change investigates the evolving nature of postcolonial literary
criticism in response to global, regional, and local environmental transformations brought about by
climate change. It builds upon, and extends, previous studies in postcolonial ecocriticism to
demonstrate how the growing awareness of human-caused global warming has begun to permeate
literary consciousness, praxis and analysis. The breadth of the volume’s coverage – the diversity of
its focal locations, cultures, genres and texts – serves as a salient reminder that, while climate
change is global, its impacts vary, effecting peoples from place to place unequally, and often in



accordance with their particular historical experience of colonialism and neo-colonialism, as well as
their ongoing marginalisations. “Demonstrating the urgency of invoking novel epistemological
approaches combining the scientific and the imaginative, this book is a “must read” for those
concerned about the present and potential impacts of climate change on formerly colonised areas of
the world. The comprehensive and illuminating Introduction offers a crucial history and current
state of postcolonial ecocriticism as it has been and is addressing climate crises.” - Helen Tiffin,
University of Wollongong “The broad focus on the polar regions, the Pacific and the Caribbean –
with added essays on environmental justice/activism in India and Egypt – opens up rich terrain for
examination under the rubric of postcolonial and ecocritical analysis, not only expanding recent
studies in this field but also enabling new comparisons and conceptual linkages.” - Helen Gilbert,
Royal Holloway, University of London “The subject is topical and vital and will become even more so
as the problem of how to reconcile the demands of climate change with the effects on regions and
individual nations already damaged by the economic effects of colonisation and the subsequent
inequalities resulting from neo-colonialism continues to grow.” - Gareth Griffiths, Em. Prof.
University of Western Australia
  climate change literature: Climate Change 2014 – Impacts, Adaptation and Vulnerability:
Global and Sectoral Aspects Christopher B. Field, Vicente R. Barros, 2014-12-29 This latest Fifth
Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) will again form the
standard reference for all those concerned with climate change and its consequences, including
students, researchers and policy makers in environmental science, meteorology, climatology,
biology, ecology, atmospheric chemistry and environmental policy.
  climate change literature: Teaching Postcolonial Environmental Literature and Media
Cajetan Iheka, 2021-12-28 Provides strategies for teaching postcolonial environmental literature by
writers from the Global South and indigenous peoples. Topics and approaches include environmental
justice, queer ecofeminism, animal studies, migration, anticolonialism, petrofiction, sea level rise,
environmental humanities, and environmental justice organizations. Works from Africa, Latin
America, East Asia, and the Caribbean are discussed.
  climate change literature: Climate Change and Business Teresa da Silva Lopes, Paul Duguid,
Robert Fredona, 2025-04-30 Climate change is the greatest market failure in world history and thus
the most urgent challenge in the world of business for the foreseeable future. This book brings
together experts to shed light on the historical impact of business on climate change and of climate
change on business. The book shows how corporate responses to climate change emerged out of
earlier environmental concerns, regulatory frameworks, and in many cases already established
business strategies. Contributors to the book analyse the evolution of business strategies to navigate
environmental challenges even before climate crisis was widely recognised as an urgent concern.
The historical insights presented by this book will be essential reading for business historians, as
well as students, scholars, and reflective practitioners with an interest in the environment, political
economy, business strategy, and risk management.
  climate change literature: Climate Change 2014 – Impacts, Adaptation and Vulnerability: Part
A: Global and Sectoral Aspects: Volume 1, Global and Sectoral Aspects Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC), 2014-12-29 This latest Fifth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) will again form the standard reference for all those concerned with
climate change and its consequences, including students, researchers and policy makers in
environmental science, meteorology, climatology, biology, ecology, atmospheric chemistry and
environmental policy.
  climate change literature: Climate Change and Agriculture Robert O. Mendelsohn, Ariel
Dinar, 2009-01-01 The specific focus of this seminal work is on the economic impact of climate
change on agriculture world wide, and how faced with the resultant environmental alterations,
agriculture might adapt under varied and varying conditions. Enhanced with a detailed and
comprehensive index, Climate Change and Agriculture is highly recommended for academic library
environmental studies and economic studies reference collections and supplemental reading lists.



The Midwest Book Review Despite its great importance, there are surprisingly few economic studies
of the impact of climate on agriculture and how agriculture can adapt under a variety of conditions.
This book examines 22 countries across four continents, including both developed and developing
economies. It provides both a good analytical basis for additional work and solid results for policy
debate concerning income distributional effects such as abatement, adaptation, and equity.
Agriculture and grazing are a central sector in the livelihood of many people, particularly in
developing countries. This book uses the Ricardian method to examine the impact of climate change
on agriculture. It also quantifies how farmers adapt to climate. The findings suggest that agriculture
in developing countries is more sensitive to climate than agriculture in developed countries. Rain-fed
cropland is generally more sensitive to warming than irrigated cropland and cropland is more
sensitive than livestock. The adaptation to climate change results reveal that farmers make many
adjustments including switching crops and livestock species, adopting irrigation, and moving
between livestock and crops. The results also reveal that impacts and adaptations vary a great deal
across landscapes, suggesting that adaptation policies must be location specific. Finally, the book
suggests a research agenda for the future. Economists in academia and the public sector, policy
analysts and development agencies will find this broad study illuminating.
  climate change literature: Climate and American Literature Michael Boyden, 2021-03-04
Climate has infused the literary history of the United States, from the writings of explorers and
conquerors, over early national celebrations of the American climate, to the flowering of romantic
nature writing. This volume traces this complex semantic history in American thought and literature
to examine rhetorical and philosophical discourses that continue to propel and constrain American
climate perceptions today. It explores how American literature from its inception up until the
present engages with the climate, both real and perceived. Climate and American Literature attends
to the central place that the climate has historically occupied in virtually all aspects of American life,
from public health and medicine, over the organization of the political system and the public sphere,
to the culture of sensibility, aesthetics and literary culture. It details American inflections of climate
perceptions over time to offer revealing new perspectives on one of the most pressing issues of our
time.
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