cultural landscape studies

cultural landscape studies offer a comprehensive approach to understanding the
dynamic relationship between people and their environments. By exploring how human
societies shape, interpret, and interact with natural and built landscapes, cultural
landscape studies reveal the stories embedded in places, the historical layers of meaning,
and the evolving patterns of settlement, architecture, and land use. This article delves into
the origins, methodologies, significance, and diverse applications of cultural landscape
studies, examining how this field contributes to heritage conservation, urban planning,
social identity, and environmental sustainability. Readers will discover the theoretical
foundations, key concepts, and current trends driving research and practice in cultural
landscape studies. Whether you are a student, professional, or enthusiast, this guide
provides valuable insights into the multifaceted world of cultural landscapes, encouraging
a deeper appreciation of the spaces we inhabit and their cultural significance.
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Understanding Cultural Landscape Studies

Cultural landscape studies explore the intricate connections between culture and physical
spaces. The concept of the cultural landscape refers to areas that have been shaped or
influenced by human activity, reflecting patterns of settlement, land use, architecture, and
symbolic meaning. Through the lens of cultural landscape studies, researchers examine
how social, historical, and environmental factors interact to create distinctive places that
embody collective memory and identity.

This interdisciplinary field draws from geography, anthropology, history, archaeology,
architecture, and environmental studies to analyze the tangible and intangible attributes
of landscapes. By investigating both the physical characteristics and the cultural
processes that shape them, cultural landscape studies provide insights into the evolution
of cities, rural regions, heritage sites, and everyday environments.



Historical Development of Cultural Landscape
Studies

The foundation of cultural landscape studies can be traced to early geographic
scholarship. In the 19th and early 20th centuries, geographers like Carl Sauer emphasized
the importance of understanding how human societies modified natural environments,
introducing the concept of "cultural landscape" to distinguish it from untouched "natural
landscapes."

As the field evolved, cultural landscape studies integrated diverse perspectives, including
historical geography, landscape archaeology, and architectural history. In the post-war
era, the recognition of cultural landscapes as heritage assets led to their inclusion in
international conservation frameworks. Organizations such as UNESCO began
categorizing World Heritage Sites as cultural landscapes, highlighting their universal
value and the need for preservation.

Milestones in the Evolution of Cultural Landscape
Studies

e The introduction of "cultural landscape" by Carl Sauer in the 1920s.

e The expansion of landscape studies into historical and archaeological contexts during
the mid-20th century.

e The formal recognition of cultural landscapes by UNESCO in the 1990s.

e The rise of interdisciplinary research bridging social sciences, humanities, and
environmental studies.

Key Concepts and Theories in Cultural Landscape
Studies

Cultural landscape studies rest on several foundational concepts and theoretical
frameworks. These ideas help researchers interpret the meanings and functions of
landscapes shaped by human activity.

Definitions of Cultural Landscapes

A cultural landscape is an area that illustrates the combined works of nature and humans.
It may include agricultural fields, villages, cities, monuments, religious sites, and
industrial zones. Such landscapes embody the values, traditions, and practices of the
societies that created them.



Theoretical Perspectives

e Landscape as Text: Landscapes are viewed as texts to be read and interpreted,
revealing historical narratives and cultural symbolism.

e Place Identity: Landscapes contribute to collective identity and social cohesion,
shaping how individuals and communities perceive themselves.

 Power and Representation: The organization and design of landscapes often
reflect social hierarchies, political power, and cultural values.

¢ Environmental Determinism vs. Possibilism: The debate over whether
landscapes are primarily shaped by environmental constraints or human agency.

Types of Cultural Landscapes

1. Designed Landscapes: Areas intentionally shaped by humans, such as parks,
gardens, and planned cities.

2. Organically Evolved Landscapes: Spaces that have developed through gradual
adaptation, including agricultural regions and historic villages.

3. Associative Cultural Landscapes: Places with strong religious, artistic, or cultural
associations, such as sacred mountains or pilgrimage routes.

Methods and Approaches in Cultural Landscape
Analysis

Cultural landscape studies employ a range of methodologies to analyze the physical,
social, and symbolic dimensions of landscapes. These methods facilitate the
documentation, interpretation, and management of culturally significant environments.

Field Surveys and Documentation

Researchers conduct field surveys to record the features, spatial organization, and uses of
landscapes. Techniques include mapping, photography, interviews, and archival research.
The systematic documentation of landscape elements is essential for heritage assessment
and conservation planning.



GIS and Spatial Analysis

Geographic Information Systems (GIS) enable the visualization and analysis of spatial
patterns within cultural landscapes. By layering historical data, land use maps, and
demographic information, researchers identify trends, changes, and areas of significance.

Ethnographic and Participatory Approaches

Ethnographic methods such as participant observation, oral histories, and community
engagement capture the lived experiences and meanings attached to landscapes.
Participatory approaches empower local communities to contribute to landscape
management and interpretation.

Applications of Cultural Landscape Studies

Cultural landscape studies have wide-ranging applications across disciplines and
professional practices. Their insights are crucial for safeguarding heritage, guiding urban
development, and promoting sustainable land management.

Heritage Conservation and Management

The identification and protection of cultural landscapes are central to heritage
conservation. Governments, NGOs, and international organizations use cultural landscape
studies to prioritize sites for preservation, develop management plans, and promote
community stewardship.

Urban and Regional Planning

Planners integrate cultural landscape analysis into urban design, zoning, and
infrastructure projects. Understanding the cultural significance of places informs
decisions that respect local identity, historic character, and social values.

Tourism and Education

Cultural landscapes serve as educational resources and tourism attractions. Interpretation
programs, guided tours, and digital platforms help visitors appreciate the historical and
cultural layers of landscapes, fostering cultural awareness and economic development.

Environmental Sustainability

Cultural landscape studies support sustainable land use by recognizing the traditional
knowledge and practices embedded in landscapes. Integrating cultural perspectives into



environmental management enhances biodiversity, resilience, and adaptive capacity.

Challenges and Future Directions in Cultural
Landscape Research

Despite its growth and impact, cultural landscape studies face several challenges. Rapid
urbanization, climate change, and globalization threaten the integrity and continuity of
cultural landscapes worldwide. Balancing development pressures with conservation goals
requires innovative policies and collaborative approaches.

Key Challenges

Loss of traditional knowledge and practices.

Conflicts between heritage conservation and economic development.

Fragmentation of landscapes due to infrastructure and land conversion.

Limited resources for research, documentation, and management.

Emerging Trends

Advances in technology, such as remote sensing and digital mapping, are transforming
landscape analysis. There is growing emphasis on participatory approaches, indigenous
perspectives, and climate adaptation strategies. Interdisciplinary collaboration remains
essential for addressing complex landscape issues and ensuring the long-term stewardship
of cultural heritage.

Conclusion

Cultural landscape studies illuminate the profound ways in which human societies interact
with their environments, shaping and interpreting places across time. This field continues
to evolve, integrating new theories, methods, and applications to address contemporary
challenges and opportunities. By fostering a deeper understanding of cultural landscapes,
researchers and practitioners contribute to heritage conservation, sustainable
development, and the enrichment of social identity, ensuring that the stories and values
embodied in our environments are preserved for future generations.



Q: What are cultural landscape studies?

A: Cultural landscape studies are an interdisciplinary field that examines the relationship
between human societies and the environments they shape, focusing on how cultural,
social, and historical factors influence the physical and symbolic characteristics of
landscapes.

Q: Who introduced the concept of the cultural
landscape?

A: The concept of the cultural landscape was introduced by geographer Carl Sauer in the
1920s, emphasizing the impact of human activity on natural environments.

Q: What methods are commonly used in cultural
landscape studies?

A: Common methods include field surveys, GIS and spatial analysis, ethnographic
research, archival documentation, and participatory approaches that involve local
communities.

Q: Why are cultural landscapes important for heritage
conservation?

A: Cultural landscapes are important for heritage conservation because they embody
historical, social, and cultural values, serving as evidence of past human activities and
traditions that need to be preserved for future generations.

Q: How do cultural landscape studies contribute to
urban planning?

A: Cultural landscape studies inform urban planning by providing insights into the cultural
significance of places, helping planners design projects that respect local identity, history,
and social values.

Q: What are the main types of cultural landscapes?

A: The main types of cultural landscapes are designed landscapes, organically evolved
landscapes, and associative cultural landscapes, each characterized by different forms of
human influence and cultural meaning.

Q: What challenges do cultural landscape studies face



today?

A: Challenges include loss of traditional knowledge, conflicts between conservation and
development, landscape fragmentation, and limited resources for research and
management.

Q: How has technology impacted cultural landscape
research?

A: Technology has enhanced cultural landscape research through tools like GIS, remote
sensing, and digital mapping, enabling more detailed analysis and documentation of
landscape features and changes.

Q: What role do local communities play in cultural
landscape studies?

A: Local communities play a crucial role by contributing traditional knowledge,
participating in decision-making, and helping manage and interpret cultural landscapes
for conservation and sustainable use.

Q: Are cultural landscape studies relevant to
environmental sustainability?

A: Yes, cultural landscape studies promote environmental sustainability by recognizing
and integrating traditional practices, local knowledge, and cultural values into land
management and conservation strategies.
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landscapes. The book focuses on landscape interfaces. Both the ones we find out there in the
landscape and the ones we face while doing research. We hope that this book helps if not to make
use of these interfaces, then at least to map them and bridge some of the gaps between them. The
editors wish to thank those people helping us to assemble this collection. First of all our gratitude
goes to the authors who contributed to the book. We would like to thank Marc Antrop, Mats
Widgren, Roland Gustavsson, Marion Pots chin, Barbel Tress, Tiina Peil, Helen Soovali and Anu
Printsmann for their quick and helpful advice, opinions and comments during the different stages of
editing. Helen Soovali and Anu Printsmann together with Piret Pungas - thank you for technical help.

cultural landscape studies: New Cultural Landscapes Maggie Roe, Ken Taylor, 2014-01-21
While historical and protected landscapes have been well studied for years, the cultural significance
of ordinary landscapes is now increasingly recognised. This groundbreaking book discusses how
contemporary cultural landscapes can be, and are, created and recognised. The book challenges
common concepts of cultural landscapes as protected or ‘special’ landscapes that include significant
buildings or features. Using case studies from around the world it questions the usual measures of
judgement related to cultural landscapes and instead focuses on landscapes that are created,
planned or simply evolve as a result of changing human cultures, management policy and practice.
Each contribution analyses the geographical and human background of the landscape, and policies
and management strategies that impact upon it, and defines the meanings of 'cultural landscape' in
its particular context. Taken together they establish a new paradigm in the study of landscapes in all
forms.

cultural landscape studies: The Routledge Companion to Landscape Studies Peter Howard,
Ian Thompson, Emma Waterton, 2013 As a concept, landscape does not respect disciplinary
boundaries.

cultural landscape studies: Managing Cultural Landscapes Ken Taylor, Jane Lennon,
2012-02-13 One of our deepest needs is for a sense of identity and belonging. A common feature in
this is human attachment to landscape and how we find identity in landscape and place. The late
1980s and early 1990s saw a remarkable flowering of interest in, and understanding of, cultural
landscapes. With these came a challenge to the 1960s and 1970s concept of heritage concentrating
on great monuments and archaeological locations, famous architectural ensembles, or historic sites
with connections to the rich and famous. Managing Cultural Landscapes explores the latest thought
in landscape and place by: airing critical discussion of key issues in cultural landscapes through
accessible accounts of how the concept of cultural landscape applies in diverse contexts across the
globe and is inextricably tied to notions of living history where landscape itself is a rich social history
record widening the notion that landscape only involves rural settings to embrace historic urban
landscapes/townscapes examining critical issues of identity, maintenance of traditional skills and
knowledge bases in the face of globalization, and new technologies fostering international debate
with interdisciplinary appeal to provide a critical text for academics, students, practitioners, and
informed community organizations discussing how the cultural landscape concept can be a useful
management tool relative to current issues and challenges. With contributions from an international
group of authors, Managing Cultural Landscapes provides an examination of the management of
heritage values of cultural landscapes from Australia, Japan, China, USA, Canada, Thailand,
Indonesia, Pacific Islands, India and the Philippines; it reviews critically the factors behind the
removal of Dresden and its cultural landscape from World Heritage listing and gives an overview of
Historic Urban Landscape thinking.

cultural landscape studies: Destinations Greg Ringer, 2013-04-15 This book presents new
directions both for tourism and cultural landscape studies in geography, crossing the traditional
boundaries between the research of geographers and scholars of the tourism industry. Drawing on
selected research from Europe, Southeast Asia, the Pacific and North America, the contributors
combine perspectives in human geography and tourism to present cultural landscapes of tourist
destinations as socially constructed places, examining the extent and manner by which tourism both
establishes and falsifies local reality. The book addresses many critical themes which recent



critiques in tourism studies focusing on the attitudes and behaviour of the tourist and on the
industry as agents of social change have ignored, including the marginalization of the 'host'
community, the privatization and commodification of local culture, and how tourism acts as both
agent and process in the structure, identity and meaning of local places.

cultural landscape studies: Cultural Landscapes of Post-Socialist Cities Mariusz
Czepczynski, 2016-04-22 The cultural landscapes of Central European cities reflect over half a
century of socialism and are marked by the Marxists' vision of a utopian landscape. Architecture,
urban planning and the visual arts were considered to be powerful means of expressing the 'people's
power'. However, since the velvet revolutions of 1989, this urban scenery has been radically
transformed by new forces and trends, infused by the free market, democracy and liberalization.
This has led to 'landscape cleansing' and 'recycling’, as these former communist nations used new
architectural, functional and social forms to transform their urbanscapes, their meanings and uses.
Comparing case studies from different post-socialist cities, this book examines the culturally
conditional variations between local powers and structures despite the similarities in the general
processes and systems. It considers the contemporary cultural landscapes of these post-socialist
cities as a dynamic fusion of the old communist forms and new free-market meanings, features and
democratic practices, of global influences and local icons. The book assesses whether these
urbanscapes clearly reflect the social, cultural and political conditions and aspirations of these
transitional countries and so a critical analysis of them provides important insights.

cultural landscape studies: The Cultural Landscape & Heritage Paradox Tom Bloemers,
Henk Kars, Arnold Van der Valk, 2010 The basic problem is to what extent we can know past and
mainly invisible landscapes, and how we can use this still hidden knowledge for actual sustainable
management of landscape's cultural and historical values. It has also been acknowledged that
heritage management is increasingly about 'the management of future change rather than simply
protection'. This presents us with a paradox: to preserve our historic environment, we have to
collaborate with those who wish to transform it and, in order to apply our expert knowledge, we
have to make it suitable for policy and society. The answer presented by the Protection and
Development of the Dutch Archaeological-Historical Landscape programme (pdl/bbo) is an
integrative landscape approach which applies inter- and transdisciplinarity, establishing links
between archaeological-historical heritage and planning, and between research and policy.

cultural landscape studies: The Routledge Handbook of Cultural Landscape Heritage in The
Asia-Pacific Kapila D. Silva, Ken Taylor, David S. Jones, 2022-07-29 The Routledge Handbook of
Cultural Landscape Heritage in the Asia-Pacific revisits the use, growth, and potential of the cultural
landscape methodology in the conservation and management of culture-nature heritage in the
Asia-Pacific region. Taking both a retrospective and prospective view of the management of cultural
heritage in the region, this volume argues that the plurality and complexity of heritage in the region
cannot be comprehensively understood and effectively managed without a broader conceptual
framework like the cultural landscape approach. The book also demonstrates that such an approach
facilitates the development of a flexible strategy for heritage conservation. Acknowledging the
effects of rapid socio-economic development, globalization, and climate change, contributors
examine the pressure these issues place on the sustenance of cultural heritage. Including chapters
from more than 20 countries across the Asia-Pacific region, the volume reviews the effectiveness of
theoretical and practical potentials afforded by the cultural landscape approach and examines how
they have been utilized in the Asia-Pacific context for the last three decades. The Routledge
Handbook of Cultural Landscape Heritage in the Asia-Pacific provides a comprehensive analysis of
the processes of cultural landscape heritage conservation and management. As a result, it will be of
interest to academics, students, and professionals who are based in the fields of cultural heritage
management, architecture, urban planning, landscape architecture, and landscape management.

cultural landscape studies: The Routledge Companion to Landscape Studies Peter Howard,
Ian Thompson, Emma Waterton, Mick Atha, 2018-09-03 This new edition of The Routledge
Companion to Landscape Studies contains an updated and expanded selection of original chapters



which explore research directions in an array of disciplines sharing a concern for ‘landscape’, a term
which has many uses and meanings. It features 33 revised and/or updated chapters and 14 entirely
new chapters on topics such as the Anthropocene, Indigenous landscapes, challenging landscape
Eurocentrisms, photography and green infrastructure planning. The volume is divided into four
parts: Experiencing landscape; Landscape, heritage and culture; Landscape, society and justice; and
Design and planning for landscape. Collectively, the book provides a critical review of the various
fields related to the study of landscapes, including the future development of conceptual and
theoretical approaches, as well as current empirical knowledge and understanding. It encourages
dialogue across disciplinary barriers and between academics and practitioners, and reflects upon
the implications of research findings for local, national and international policy in relation to
landscape. The Companion provides a comprehensive and up-to-date guide to current thinking about
landscapes, and serves as an invaluable point of reference for scholars, researchers and graduate
students alike.

cultural landscape studies: Landscape Architectural Graphic Standards Leonard J.
Hopper, 2007-09-28 The new student edition of the definitive reference on landscape architecture
Landscape Architectural Graphic Standards, Student Edition is a condensed treatment of the
authoritative Landscape Architectural Graphic Standards, Professional Edition. Designed to give
students the critical information they require, this is an essential reference for anyone studying
landscape architecture and design. Formatted to meet the serious student's needs, the content in
this Student Edition reflects topics covered in accredited landscape architectural programs, making
it an excellent choice for a required text in landscape architecture, landscape design, horticulture,
architecture, and planning and urban design programs. Students will gain an understanding of all
the critical material they need for the core classes required by all curriculums, including: *
Construction documentation * Site planning * Professional practice * Site grading and earthwork *
Construction principles * Water supply and management * Pavement and structures in the landscape
* Parks and recreational spaces * Soils, asphalt, concrete, masonry, metals, wood, and recreational
surfaces * Evaluating the environmental and human health impacts of materials Like Landscape
Architectural Graphic Standards, this Student Edition provides essential specification and detailing
information on the fundamentals of landscape architecture, including sustainable design principles,
planting (including green roofs), stormwater management, and wetlands constuction and evaluation.
In addition, expert advice guides readers through important considerations such as material life
cycle analysis, environmental impacts, site security, hazard control, environmental restoration and
remediation, and accessibility. Visit the Companion web site:
wiley.com/go/landscapearchitecturalgraphicstandards

cultural landscape studies: Cultural Landscapes of Israel Aviad Sar Shalom, Yuval Peled,
Rachel Singer, Irit Amit-Cohen, Rafi Rich, Avraham (Avi) Sasson, Elissa Rosenberg, 2024-01-22 This
book introduces an inventory of proposed cultural landscapes in Israel, which have been identified,
researched and mapped by the Israel Nature and Parks Authority. The categories as defined by the
Operational Guidelines of the World Heritage Convention are used to classify the cultural landscapes
and provide a framework to determine their significance on a global, regional and local scale. This
volume explains the local planning framework and highlights the present complexities in a local
context. A number of innovative case studies on the management of sites illustrate how it is possible
to bring a range of stakeholders together with public participation, ensuring that appropriate
decisions are made regarding the steps necessary for the future of cultural landscapes in Israel. This
book appeals to planners and heritage conservationists equally as to students and post graduates in
the fields of landscape planning and architecture, geography, archaeology and many related areas.

cultural landscape studies: Cultural Landscape Report for the Boston Harbor Islands, Boston
Harbor Islands National & State Park, Boston, Massachusetts Olmsted Center for Landscape
Preservation (U.S.), 2017

cultural landscape studies: Cultural Landscapes of South Asia Kapila Silva, Amita Sinha,
2016-10-14 Winner of the Environmental Design Research Association's 2018 Achievement Award




The pluralism of South Asia belies any singular reading of its heritage. In spite of this diversity, its
cultural traditions retain certain attributes that are at their core South Asian—in their capacity to
self-organize, enact and reinvent cultural memories, and in their ability to retain an intimate
connection with nature and landscape. This volume focuses on the notion of cultural landscape as a
medium integrating multiple forms of heritage and points to a new paradigm for conservation
practices in the South Asian context. Even though the construct of cultural landscape has been
accepted as a category of heritage, its potent use in heritage management in general and within the
South Asian context in particular has not been widely studied. The volume challenges the prevalent
views of heritage management in South Asia that are entrenched in colonial legacies and
contemporary global policy frameworks.

cultural landscape studies: The Need for a Cultural Landscape Theory Alexandru
Calcatinge, 2012 The research in this book was born from an intellectual curiosity regarding the
concept of 'cultural landscape.' The study resulted from a desire to clarify and expand the
understanding of the term, as the starting point was the idea that a good practice is always based on
a well-built theory. Thus, the purpose is to establish the importance of theoretical knowledge of the
concept of 'cultural landscape.' (Series: Urban and Spatial Planning / Stadt- und Raumplanung - Vol.
12)

cultural landscape studies: Routledge Handbook of Cultural Landscape Practice Steve
Brown, Cari Goetcheus, 2023-02-14 Cultural landscapes, which in the field of heritage studies and
practice relates to caring for and safeguarding heritage landscapes, is a concept embedded in
contemporary conservation. Heritage conservation has shifted from an historical focus on buildings,
city centres, and archaeological sites to encompass progressively more diverse forms of heritage and
increasingly larger geographic areas, embracing both rural and urban landscapes. While the origin
of the idea of cultural landscapes can be traced to the late-19th century Euro-American scholarship,
it came to global attention after 1992 following its adoption as a category of ‘site’ by the UNESCO
World Heritage Committee. Today, cultural landscape practice has become increasingly complex
given the expansion of the values and meanings of heritage, the influence of environmental
challenges such as human induced climate change, technological advancements, and the need to
better understand and interpret human connections to place and landscapes. The aim of this
handbook is to strike a balance between theory and practice, which we see as inseparable, while
also seeking to achieve a geographical spread, disciplinary diversity and perspectives, and a mix of
authors from academic, practitioner, management, and community backgrounds.

cultural landscape studies: Handbook of Research on Methods and Tools for Assessing
Cultural Landscape Adaptation Rosa, Isabel de Sousa, Lopes, Joana Corte, Ribeiro, Ricardo,
Mendes, Ana, 2018-06-22 In a globalizing and expanding world, the need for research centered on
analysis, representation, and management of landscape components has become critical. By
providing development strategies that promote resilient relations, this book promotes more
sustainable and cultural approaches for territorial construction. The Handbook of Research on
Methods and Tools for Assessing Cultural Landscape Adaptation provides emerging research on the
cultural relationships between a community and the ecological system in which they live. This book
highlights important topics such as adaptive strategies, ecosystem services, and operative methods
that explore the expanding aspects of territorial transformation in response to human activities. This
publication is an important resource for academicians, graduate students, engineers, and
researchers seeking a comprehensive collection of research focused on the social and ecological
components in territory development.

cultural landscape studies: Understanding Ordinary Landscapes Paul Groth, Paul Erling
Groth, Todd W. Bressi, 1997-01-01 How does knowledge of everyday environments foster deeper
understanding of both past and present cultural life? Traditional studies in this field have been of
rural life. Here, contributors explore aspects of the emergent field of urban cultural landscape
studies--with the challenging issues of class, race, ethnicity, and subculture--to demonstrate the
value of investigating the many meanings of ordinary settings. 67 illustrations.



cultural landscape studies: Memory and Cultural Landscape at the Khami World Heritage
Site, Zimbabwe Ashton Sinamai, 2018-10-10 This book focuses on a forgotten place—the Khami
World Heritage site in Zimbabwe. It examines how professionally ascribed values and conservation
priorities affect the cultural landscape when there is a disjuncture between local community and
national interests, and explores the epistemic violence that often accompanied colonial heritage
management and archaeology in southern Africa. The central premise is that the history of the
modern Zimbabwe nation, in terms of what is officially remembered and celebrated, inevitably
determines how that past is managed. It is about how places are experienced and remembered
through narratives and how the loss of this heritage memory may mark the un-inheriting of place.
Memory and Cultural Landscape at the Khami World Heritage Site, Zimbabwe is informed by the
author’s experience of living near and working at Great Zimbabwe and Khami as an archaeologist,
and uses archives and traditional narratives to build a biography for this lost cultural landscape.
Whereas Great Zimbabwe is a resource for the state’s contentious narrative of unity, and a tool for
cultural activism among communities whose cultural rights are denied through the nationalisation
and globalisation heritage, at Khami, which has lost its historical gravity, there is only silence.
Researchers and students of cultural heritage will find this book a much-needed case study on
heritage, identity, community and landscape from an African perspective.

cultural landscape studies: Resilience and the Cultural Landscape Tobias Plieninger,
Claudia Bieling, 2012-10-18 All over the world, efforts are being made to preserve landscapes facing
fundamental change as a consequence of widespread agricultural intensification, land abandonment
and urbanisation. The 'cultural landscape' and 'resilience' approaches have, until now, largely been
viewed as distinct methods for understanding the effects of these dynamics and the ways in which
they might be adapted or managed. This book brings together these two perspectives, providing new
insights into the social-ecological resilience of cultural landscapes by coming to terms with, and
challenging, the concepts of 'driving forces', 'thresholds', 'adaptive cycles' and 'adaptive
management'. By linking these research communities, this book develops a new perspective on
landscape changes. Based on firm conceptual contributions and rich case studies from Europe, the
Americas and Australia, it will appeal to anyone interested in analysing and managing change in
human-shaped environments in the context of sustainability.
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