criminal minds cast

criminal minds cast has been a central element in the enduring success of the
hit television series "Criminal Minds." Since its premiere in 2005, the show
has captivated audiences with its compelling characters, intricate
storylines, and talented ensemble cast. The series follows the Behavioral
Analysis Unit (BAU) of the FBI as they profile and capture dangerous
criminals, and the cast’s performances have brought these complex roles to
life. This article delves into the evolution of the criminal minds cast,
providing detailed information on the main actors, notable cast changes,
recurring guest stars, and the impact of the cast on the show’s popularity.
Whether you’re a devoted fan or a newcomer, you’ll gain insightful knowledge
about the actors who shaped "Criminal Minds" and discover fascinating facts
about the team behind the drama.
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Main Criminal Minds Cast Members

The heart of "Criminal Minds" lies in its strong ensemble cast, each member
contributing unique skills and depth to the series. Over the seasons, several
actors have become synonymous with their roles, leaving a lasting impression
on viewers worldwide.

Matthew Gray Gubler as Dr. Spencer Reid

Matthew Gray Gubler portrays Dr. Spencer Reid, the BAU’s resident genius.
Known for his exceptional intelligence and eidetic memory, Reid’s character
has been central to many story arcs. Gubler’s nuanced performance captures
Reid’s wvulnerability and brilliance, making him a fan favorite throughout all
seasons.

Joe Mantegna as David Rossi

Joe Mantegna joined the criminal minds cast in season 3 as David Rossi, a
seasoned profiler and author. Rossi brings wisdom and leadership to the BAU,
often acting as a mentor to younger agents. Mantegna’s portrayal adds
gravitas and emotional depth to the team dynamic.



Kirsten Vangsness as Penelope Garcia

Kirsten Vangsness plays Penelope Garcia, the BAU’s quirky and tech-savvy
analyst. Garcia’s vibrant personality and unmatched computer skills make her
indispensable to the team. Vangsness’s performance balances levity and
emotional strength, earning her a special place in fans’ hearts.

Paget Brewster as Emily Prentiss

Paget Brewster took on the role of Emily Prentiss, an experienced agent with
a complex backstory. Prentiss’s character arc, involving undercover
operations and international intrigue, added layers to the criminal minds
cast. Brewster’s portrayal is both commanding and empathetic.

A.J. Cook as Jennifer "JJ" Jareau

A.J. Cook stars as Jennifer "JJ" Jareau, initially serving as the team’s
communications liaison before becoming a fully-fledged profiler. JJ’'s
character is known for her compassion and resilience, and Cook’s performance
has been praised for its authenticity and emotional range.

Shemar Moore as Derek Morgan

Shemar Moore played Derek Morgan, the team’s charismatic and physically
skilled agent. Morgan'’s loyalty, bravery, and deep care for his colleagues
made him one of the most beloved members of the criminal minds cast. Moore’s
dynamic energy brought a unique spark to the series.

Thomas Gibson as Aaron Hotchner

Thomas Gibson portrayed Aaron Hotchner, the BAU’s steadfast leader.
Hotchner’s calm demeanor and strong leadership guided the team through its
most challenging cases. Gibson’s authoritative performance established him as
a central figure in the show’s early seasons.

e Matthew Gray Gubler - Dr. Spencer Reid
e Joe Mantegna - David Rossi

e Kirsten Vangsness - Penelope Garcia

e Paget Brewster - Emily Prentiss

e A.J. Cook — Jennifer "JJ" Jareau

e Shemar Moore - Derek Morgan

e Thomas Gibson - Aaron Hotchner



Major Cast Changes and Departures

Throughout its 15 seasons, "Criminal Minds" experienced notable cast changes
that shaped the show’s direction and character dynamics. These transitions
were often accompanied by dramatic storylines and emotional farewells,
reflecting the intense nature of the BAU’s work.

Departure of Mandy Patinkin

Mandy Patinkin originated the role of Jason Gideon, the BAU’s brilliant
founding member. Patinkin’s departure after the second season was a turning
point for the criminal minds cast. Gideon’s exit was handled with
sensitivity, and the character’s legacy continued to influence the team.

Introduction of New Cast Members

Following key departures, the series introduced new agents to refresh the
team. Joe Mantegna’s arrival as David Rossi brought a seasoned perspective,
while later additions like Adam Rodriguez (Luke Alvez) and Aisha Tyler (Dr.
Tara Lewis) diversified the criminal minds cast with fresh storylines and
skillsets.

Temporary Absences and Returns

Several actors, including Paget Brewster and A.J. Cook, experienced temporary
absences due to contract negotiations and creative decisions. Their eventual

returns were celebrated by fans, reinforcing their importance to the criminal
minds cast and the show’s continuity.

Final Season Changes

The final season of "Criminal Minds" saw the culmination of character arcs
and the resolution of long-standing storylines. The criminal minds cast
reunited for emotional farewells, providing closure to the series and
honoring the legacy of each character.

Recurring and Notable Guest Stars

Beyond the main criminal minds cast, the series featured an impressive roster
of recurring characters and guest stars. These actors brought depth and
variety to the show, often portraying memorable villains, victims, or allies.

Memorable Villains

"Criminal Minds" is renowned for its chilling antagonists, many portrayed by
acclaimed guest stars. Actors such as C. Thomas Howell (The Reaper) and
Aubrey Plaza (Cat Adams) delivered unforgettable performances that challenged
the BAU and heightened the show’s suspense.



Recurring Allies and BAU Members

Recurring cast members, including Jayne Atkinson (Erin Strauss) and Nicholas
Brendon (Kevin Lynch), frequently appeared to support or challenge the team.
Their roles added complexity to the criminal minds cast and provided
continuity across seasons.

Special Guest Appearances

Over the years, "Criminal Minds" welcomed a range of notable guest stars from
television and film. These appearances generated excitement among viewers and
contributed to the show’s reputation for exceptional casting.

Impact and Legacy of the Criminal Minds Cast

The criminal minds cast has had a profound impact on both the series and its
dedicated fan base. Their performances elevated "Criminal Minds" from a
procedural drama to a cultural phenomenon, inspiring discussions on criminal
psychology and law enforcement.

Critical Acclaim and Awards

Members of the criminal minds cast have received recognition for their work,
including nominations for industry awards and praise from critics. The
ensemble’s chemistry and commitment to authenticity have been highlighted as
key factors in the show’s success.

Fan Engagement and Influence

The cast’s interactions with fans, both on social media and at conventions,
have fostered a loyal community. Cast members often share behind-the-scenes
insights, deepening viewers’ connection to the show and its characters.

Enduring Popularity

Even after the series concluded, the criminal minds cast remains influential
in popular culture. Many actors have continued their careers in film,
television, and theater, while "Criminal Minds" enjoys ongoing popularity
through streaming platforms and spin-offs.

Fun Facts About the Criminal Minds Cast

Beyond their on-screen roles, the criminal minds cast is known for
interesting trivia and behind-the-scenes moments that have delighted fans
over the years.

e Matthew Gray Gubler directed several episodes of "Criminal Minds,"
showcasing his talents behind the camera.



e Kirsten Vangsness was originally cast in a minor role but quickly became
a series regular due to her popularity.

e Joe Mantegna and Paget Brewster have worked together on other projects
outside of "Criminal Minds."

e Shemar Moore’s catchphrase "Baby Girl" became a signature line between
his character and Penelope Garcia.

e The criminal minds cast often participated in charity events and causes,
reflecting their commitment to social issues.

e Many cast members have shared close friendships off-screen, contributing
to the show’s authentic team dynamic.

Trending and Relevant Questions & Answers About
Criminal Minds Cast

Q: Who are the original main cast members of Criminal
Minds?

A: The original main cast members include Mandy Patinkin (Jason Gideon),
Thomas Gibson (Aaron Hotchner), Lola Glaudini (Elle Greenaway), Matthew Gray
Gubler (Dr. Spencer Reid), Shemar Moore (Derek Morgan), A.J. Cook (Jennifer
"JJ" Jareau), and Kirsten Vangsness (Penelope Garcia).

Q: Which Criminal Minds cast member directed episodes
of the series?

A: Matthew Gray Gubler, who played Dr. Spencer Reid, directed several
episodes throughout the show’s run.

Q: Why did Thomas Gibson leave Criminal Minds?

A: Thomas Gibson was dismissed from the show in Season 12 following an on-set
altercation, which led to his character Aaron Hotchner’s departure.

Q: Who replaced Mandy Patinkin after his exit?

A: Joe Mantegna joined the cast as David Rossi in Season 3, filling the void
left by Mandy Patinkin’s exit.

Q: Are any Criminal Minds cast members close friends
in real life?

A: Yes, several cast members, including Matthew Gray Gubler and Kirsten
Vangsness, have maintained close friendships off-screen.



Q: Which cast members returned after temporarily
leaving the show?

A: Paget Brewster and A.J. Cook both returned to the series after brief
absences due to contract negotiations and creative changes.

Q: What is Shemar Moore’s famous catchphrase on the
show?

A: Shemar Moore, as Derek Morgan, often used the catchphrase "Baby Girl" when
speaking to Penelope Garcia.

Q: Did any Criminal Minds cast members appear in
spin-off series?

A: Yes, Kirsten Vangsness appeared as Penelope Garcia in the spin-off series
"Criminal Minds: Suspect Behavior."

Q: Who played the most memorable villain on Criminal
Minds?

A: C. Thomas Howell is widely recognized for his portrayal of The Reaper, one
of the show’s most memorable villains.

Q: Is the Criminal Minds cast still active in
television and f£ilm?

A: Many former cast members continue to work in television, film, and
theater, maintaining successful careers beyond "Criminal Minds."
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criminal minds cast: The Southern Cast Iron Cookbook Elena Rosemond-Hoerr, 2017-05-16
Timeless Southern Favorites, Classic Cast Iron Cooking There is nothing more American than
southern cuisine cooked in cast iron. From fried grits and biscuits with gravy to chicken fried steak
and gumbo, The Southern Cast Iron Cookbook takes you on a tasteful tour of the south. Never
cooked with cast iron? The Southern Cast Iron Cookbook shows you everything you need to know.
Discover how simple proper seasoning really is. Get tips for restoring old or heirloom cookware.
Learn maintenance tricks that ensure your cast iron will last a lifetime. The Southern Cast Iron
Cookbook includes: 100 American Favorites—Learn to cook up beloved southern staples in over 7
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chapters—breakfast, bread and biscuits, fixin's, seafood, poultry, meat, and dessert. Recipes for
Every Kitchen—This cast iron cookbook keeps it simple with recipes that only call for a small
selection of cast iron cookware. Caring for Cast [ron—Keep your cookware in perfect condition with
the help of detailed guides on seasoning, maintaining, and restoring cast iron. Bring real southern
tastes home with The Southern Cast Iron Cookbook.

criminal minds cast: Media and Criminal Justice Dennis Stevens, 2011-04-19 The media and
the CSI craze -- Motion pictures, popular television dramas, news reports -- Wars on crime and
junkies -- Wars on sex offenders and poverty -- Terrorism and the war on immigrants -- Crime scene
investigations, forensics, and junk science -- Prosecutors -- Wrongful convictions -- The death penalty
-- Methodology and findings -- Recommendations to reduce wrongful convictions and eliminate
capital punishment.

criminal minds cast: Celebrity Biographies - The Amazing Life Of Amber Heard - Famous
Actors Matt Green, Ever wondered how Amber Heard rose to stardom? American actress Amber
Heard was born in Austin, Texas, in April 1986. Her mother and father, an internet researcher and a
contractor, raised their daughters among guns and Catholicism, but allowed their children to pursue
and explore their own individual interests growing up. Almost immediately, Amber became one of
the most popular girls at her school; she was funny, gorgeous, and thoughtful enough to attract
peers of both genders. Despite a seemingly idyllic life, Amber strongly felt that she did not belong in
Texas.This feeling intensified as a teenager; she lost her best friend in a car accident and renounced
religion when she discovered the teachings of Ayn Rand. For more interesting facts you must read
her biography. Grab your biography book NOW!

criminal minds cast: Actor's Encyclopedia of Casting Directors Karen Kondazian,
2017-01-11 Karen Kondazian's newly revised and edited e;The Actor's Encyclopedia of Casting
Directors,e; compiles valuable inside information from over 100 premier casting directors, as
regards to both Hollywood and New York film, television, theater and commercial auditioning. Bonus
conversations included are discussions on film acting, with award-winning directors James Cameron
and John Woo - and interviews with renowned acting coaches 'to the stars,' Larry Moss, Milton
Katselas and Jeff Corey.Great casting directors have the talent to identify which actor will fit that
‘'one role,' filtering through hundreds of 'potentials,’ eventually delivering that actor into the hands
of the decision makers. This in-depth book about the casting process informs actors what it's like to
be on the other side of the desk, what each casting director likes, dislikes and is searching for in the
audition process. e;The Actor's Encyclopedia of Casting Directorse; exists to educate, inspire and
empower actors because far too much in this business is out of their control. You have at your
fingertips an invaluable resource that serves the actor in any number of ways - one unique example
being, it includes a photo of each casting director. (How many actors are in a daze when they walk
into the audition room wondering if they are auditioning for the casting director or their assistant -
now they will know). Karen Kondazian's experience as an award-winning actor and author (e;The
Whip,e; inspired by a true story) and her previous long running column for e;Backstage,e; enabled
her to ask questions on behalf of actors everywhere. The answers Kondazian has garnered for this
book will hopefully give the actor real knowledge and confidence, so that when they walk out of the
audition room, they know that they did their best.

criminal minds cast: Focus On: 100 Most Popular American Male Soap Opera Actors
Wikipedia contributors,

criminal minds cast: Encyclopedia of Television Pilots Vincent Terrace, 2020-01-17 On
November 27, 1937, NBC presented TV's first pilot film, Sherlock Holmes (then called an
experiment). Thousands of pilot films (both unaired and televised) have been produced since. This
updated and restyled book contains 2,470 alphabetically arranged pilot films broadcast from 1937 to
2019. Entries contain the concept, cast and character information, credits (producer, writer,
director), dates, genre and network or cable affiliation. In addition to a complete performer's index,
two appendices have been included: one detailing the pilot films that led to a series and a second
that lists the programs that were spun off from one series into another. Never telecast pilot films can



be found in the companion volume, The Encyclopedia of Unaired Television Pilots, 1945-2018. Both
volumes are the most complete and detailed sources for such information, a great deal of which is
based on viewing the actual programs.

criminal minds cast: The Casting Handbook Suzy Catliff, Jennifer Granville, 2013-06-26
Casting is a crucial creative element of any production - and yet the craft and skills needed to put
together a successful and exciting cast are often overlooked. The Casting Handbook explains the
casting process from beginning to end and covers everything producers and directors needs to know
- as well as proving a fascinating and illuminating read for actors. The book explores: how to
prepare a breakdown where to source actors how to prepare for a casting session how to make
casting decisions how a cast is put together how deals are done ethics and the law, with special
reference to casting children how a casting director contributes to the initial development of the
script how the casting works from fringe theatre to Hollywood blockbusters The Casting Handbook
considers actors’, producers’, agents’ and directors’ relationship with a casting director, the day to
day work that is casting, and how approaching it in a professional and informed manner can make
the difference to the final product. Including interviews with actors, agents, directors, casting
directors and producers; case studies; exercises; and a fact file of useful templates and contacts, this
book offers a thorough induction into the casting process, suitable for students and early career
professionals in any media.

criminal minds cast: Friends ,

criminal minds cast: So Ya Wanna Be an Actor . . . Act Like One Jerold Franks, 2020-10-06
Jerry Franks touches on all subjects having to do with the actor. The casting couch syndrome as well
as drugs on a television or movie location are addressed. How do I act in a meeting? What do I say?
Jerry is very clear that “So Ya Wanna Be An Actor...Act Like One” is NOT a ‘how to’ book. It is filled
with not only life experiences “Anyone of note who appears in my book, has publicy told how “Mr.
Franks’ “discovered” me. Bryan Cranston,Leonardo de Caprio, Mark Harmon, Demi Moore, Elijah
Wood*, John Stamos and countless others whom Jerry had “opportunity to support.” “There is no one
person, stranger or relative in the world of acting (nepotism) who can say they are responsible for
“making a no name into a star.” While “So Ya Wanna Be An Actor...act like one, addresses with
honesty, blunt, forthright and humorous information, Jerry has added to this
edition....”Recommendations” and how does one ask for a recommendation or reference???

criminal minds cast: Matt Ryan: Actor Behind the Trench Coat: Becoming Constantine
Mila Hasan, 2018-03-26 A background book on one of my favourite actors, Matt. A bit of a long time
coming, but something that I was working on for a while so it was bound to happen and it did.
Includes some of his main appearances from the stage, screen and TV are included. As well as an
entire section on Constantine and season 1 episodes. His appearances on Arrow and Legends of
Tomorrow. Including his permanent role on Legends of Tomorrow.

criminal minds cast: Doctor Who: Death in the Stars Bonnie Langford, 2024-08-22 A band of
killers. Survivors with a secret. A death-defying murder mystery in space. When young Mel’s
business partner, Sabalom Glitz embarks on yet another “get rich quick” scheme, it marks the start
of an epic, death-defying murder-mystery in space. After barely escaping the snares of a murderous
galactic cult, Mel searches for fellow survivors in a nearby spaceship graveyard - while Glitz looks to
fill his pockets. But the discovery of a spaceship with its crew in suspended animation and incredible
secrets on board leaves the duo stranded with no way off. Mel revives the crew - and then the
murders start. Murders that cannot possibly have been committed by any of the crewmembers. In
fact, there are only two realistic suspects - Glitz and Mel themselves...

criminal minds cast: Introduction to Fall (2022 film) Gilad James, PhD, Introduction to Fall
is an upcoming drama-comedy film directed by Lowell Dean. The story follows the life of Caleb
Lawson, who is a freshman at a prestigious university. He is eager to fit in and impress his peers,
particularly his crush, Emily. Struggling to adjust to the new environment, Caleb seeks the help of
his eccentric roommate, Lucas. Lucas, who is a free-spirited artist, helps Caleb navigate the
unfamiliar terrain and opens up new experiences for him. Meanwhile, Caleb's father, a successful




businessman, has different expectations for his son and puts pressure on him to perform well
academically. As the semester progresses, Caleb faces the biggest challenge of all when he discovers
a family secret that threatens to upend everything he has known about himself. The film stars
Keegan Allen as Caleb Lawson and Jake Manley as Lucas. It deals with themes of personal growth,
self-discovery, and the pressures of conformity. Introduction to Fall promises to be a relatable and
heartwarming story about the ups and downs of college life. The film is set to be released in 2022.

criminal minds cast: Hollywood Goes Oriental Karla Rae Fuller, 2010 Fuller's study of images
of Asian Americans in film takes an insightful approach by examining the practice of performances
in 'yellowface': white (or in rare cases, black) actors portraying Asian characters. Hollywood Goes
Oriental makes a substantial contribution to the literature in Asian American studies.uFrank H. Wu,
chancellor and dean at the University of California Hastings College of the Law.

criminal minds cast: 1001 TV Series Paul Condon, 2018-02-15 This is the ultimate book for
the Netflix and boxset generation, featuring all the greatest drama series ever broadcast as well as
the weirdest game shows, controversial reality TV experiments and breathtaking nature
documentaries. It is a must for anyone who wants to know why India's Ramayan is legendary, why
Roots was groundbreaking, or what the ending of Lost was all about. Written by an international
team of critics, authors, academics, producers and journalists, this book reviews TV series from
more than 20 countries, highlights classic episodes to watch and also provides cast summaries and
production details.

criminal minds cast: Focus On: 100 Most Popular American Male Musical Theatre Actors
Wikipedia contributors,

criminal minds cast: Cop Shows Roger Sabin, Ronald Wilson, Linda Speidel, 2015-03-23 From
cops who are paragons of virtue, to cops who are as bad as the bad guys...from surly loners, to
upbeat partners...from detectives who pursue painstaking investigation, to loose cannons who just
want to kick down the door, the heroes and anti-heroes of TV police dramas are part of who we are.
They enter our living rooms and tell us tall tales about the social contract that exists between the
citizen and the police. Love them or loathe them--according to the ratings, we love them--they serve
a function. They've entertained, informed and sometimes infuriated audiences for more than 60
years. This book examines Dragnet, Highway Patrol, Naked City, The Untouchables, The F.B.I,,
Columbo, Hawaii Five-O, Kojak, Starsky & Hutch, Hill Street Blues, Cagney & Lacey, Miami Vice,
Law & Order, Homicide: Life on the Street, NYPD Blue, CSI, The Shield, The Wire, and Justified. It's
time to take another look at the perps, the vics and the boys and girls in blue, and ask how their
representation intersects with questions of class, gender, sexuality, and race. What is their
socio-cultural agenda? What is their relation to genre and televisuality? And why is it that when a TV
cop gives a witness his card and says, call me, that witness always ends up on a slab?

criminal minds cast: Mass Producing European Cinema Christopher Meir, 2019-02-07
Equal parts historical study, industrial analysis and critical survey of some of the most important
films and television programs in recent European history, this book gives readers an overview of the
development and output of this important company while also giving them a ringside seat for the
latest round of the oldest battle in the film business. With films like Lucy, The Impossible and
Paddington, European studios are producing hits that are unprecedented in terms of global success.
Christopher Meir delves into StudioCanal, the foremost European company in the contemporary film
and television industries, and chronicles its rise from a small production subsidiary of Canal Plus to
being the most important global challenger to Hollywood's dominance.

criminal minds cast: TV in the USA Vincent LoBrutto, 2018-01-04 This three-volume set is a
valuable resource for researching the history of American television. An encyclopedic range of
information documents how television forever changed the face of media and continues to be a
powerful influence on society. What are the reasons behind enduring popularity of television genres
such as police crime dramas, soap operas, sitcoms, and reality TV? What impact has television had
on the culture and morality of American life? Does television largely emulate and reflect real life and
society, or vice versa? How does television's influence differ from that of other media such as



newspapers and magazines, radio, movies, and the Internet? These are just a few of the questions
explored in the three-volume encyclopedia TV in the USA: A History of Icons, Idols, and Ideas. This
expansive set covers television from 1950 to the present day, addressing shows of all genres,
well-known programs and short-lived series alike, broadcast on the traditional and cable networks.
All three volumes lead off with a keynote essay regarding the technical and historical features of the
decade(s) covered. Each entry on a specific show investigates the narrative, themes, and history of
the program; provides comprehensive information about when the show started and ended, and why;
and identifies the star players, directors, producers, and other key members of the crew of each
television production. The set also features essays that explore how a particular program or type of
show has influenced or reflected American society, and it includes numerous sidebars packed with
interesting data, related information, and additional insights into the subject matter.

criminal minds cast: Working Actor David Dean Bottrell, 2019-02-19 Veteran character actor
David Dean Bottrell draws on his 35+ tumultuous years of work in the entertainment industry to
offer a guide to breaking in, making a living, and making a life in the fabulous trenches of show
business. Covers every facet of the business, including: - Capturing the perfect headshot - Starting
(and maintaining) your network - Picking an agent - Audition do’s and don’ts - Joining the union(s):
SAG-AFTRA and Actors Equity Association (AEA) - On stage vs on screen - Paying the bills -
Self-promotion - Late bloomers - When to get out David Dean Bottrell has worn many different hats
during his decades in showbiz: television actor with appearances on Boston Legal, Modern Family,
The Blacklist, Mad Men, True Blood, NCIS, and Days of Our Lives; screenwriter for Paramount and
Disney; respected acting teacher at UCLA and AADA; and regular expert columnist for esteemed
acting site Backstage. In Working Actor, Bottrell offers a how-to manual jammed with practical
information and insider advice, essential reading for any artist (aspiring or established) in need of
insight or inspiration. Mixing prescriptive advice (Getting Started, Learning Your Craft, Finding an
Agent) with wisdom drawn from Bottrell's own professional highs and lows and those of his acting
compatriots, this book's humorous, tell-it-like-it-is tone is a must-have guide for anyone hoping to
successfully navigate show business.

criminal minds cast: Home to Hollywood Celine Wallace, 2014-02-28 This book offers a
no-nonsense guide to help educate actors making the move to Los Angeles. Offering accessible tools
and templates to follow it covers all topics from work visas, housing, transport, unions,
representation, auditions, resumes, reels, classes, and all else in between. Home to Hollywood
provides you with all the information you need to get yourself set-up as an actor/actress in the
entertainment capital of the world. The information in the book is also supported by the advice and
guidance of current industry professionals who have been there, done that and seen it all. This is a
guide with heart for all those who have a dream and know they will need more than stardust to
achieve it.
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