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contract drafting guide is an essential resource for professionals, business
owners, and legal teams seeking to understand the intricacies of creating
legally binding agreements. This comprehensive article explores the
fundamental principles of contract drafting, common clauses, best practices,
and mistakes to avoid. Whether you are drafting commercial contracts,
employment agreements, or service terms, mastering contract creation is vital
for protecting your interests and ensuring compliance. The guide delves into
the key elements of a well-structured contract, explains legal terminology,
and offers practical tips for negotiation and review. With a focus on
clarity, enforceability, and risk mitigation, this contract drafting guide is
designed to equip readers with actionable knowledge to improve their contract
drafting skills. Continue reading to discover expert strategies, detailed
explanations, and step-by-step instructions for drafting effective contracts
that stand up in court and foster successful business relationships.
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Understanding the Basics of Contract Drafting
Contract drafting is the process of creating a written agreement that
outlines the rights and obligations of the parties involved. A well-drafted
contract serves as a legal safeguard, minimizing misunderstandings and
reducing the risk of disputes. Effective contract drafting requires knowledge
of applicable laws, attention to detail, and an understanding of the parties'
goals. The contract drafting guide emphasizes the importance of clarity,
consistency, and specificity in every clause to ensure enforceability.
Properly structured contracts can cover a wide range of transactions,
including sales, employment, partnerships, and intellectual property
agreements.



Why Contract Drafting Is Important
Drafting contracts is crucial in business and legal environments because it
sets the expectations for all parties and provides remedies if things go
wrong. A clear contract can help avoid litigation, protect assets, and foster
trust in professional relationships. Understanding the fundamentals of
contract drafting increases the likelihood of successful negotiations and
agreements.

Key Elements of a Legally Binding Contract
To be enforceable, a contract must contain specific elements recognized by
law. Failing to include these elements may result in an agreement that is not
legally binding. The contract drafting guide outlines the essential
components of any contract and explains why each is important.

Essential Elements

Offer and Acceptance: One party must make a clear offer, and the other
must accept it.

Consideration: Something of value (money, services, goods) must be
exchanged.

Mutual Consent: Both parties must agree to the terms voluntarily.

Legal Purpose: The contract must involve a lawful activity.

Capacity: Parties must have the legal ability to enter the contract
(age, mental competence).

Additional Provisions
Depending on the type of agreement, contracts may also require signatures,
date of execution, and specific legal disclosures. Incorporating all
necessary elements ensures the contract can be enforced in court if required.

Common Contract Clauses Explained
Contracts often include standard clauses that clarify the parties’ rights,
obligations, and procedures for resolving disputes. Understanding these
clauses is vital for effective contract drafting and risk management.



Frequently Used Clauses

Confidentiality: Prohibits parties from disclosing sensitive
information.

Termination: Specifies conditions under which the contract may be ended.

Indemnification: Allocates responsibility for losses or damages.

Governing Law: Determines which jurisdiction’s laws apply.

Dispute Resolution: Outlines methods for resolving disagreements, such
as arbitration or mediation.

Force Majeure: Excuses performance for events beyond control (natural
disasters, etc.).

Custom Clauses
In addition to standard clauses, contracts may include provisions tailored to
specific business needs. These might address intellectual property, non-
compete agreements, exclusivity, or payment terms. The contract drafting
guide recommends consulting legal experts for specialized clauses to ensure
compliance with relevant regulations.

Best Practices for Drafting Contracts
Effective contract drafting requires a systematic approach and attention to
both legal and practical considerations. Following best practices can help
prevent disputes and protect your interests.

Drafting Strategies

Use Clear and Precise Language: Avoid ambiguity and define key terms.1.

Structure the Document Logically: Organize clauses in a coherent2.
sequence.

Anticipate Potential Issues: Address risks and contingencies.3.

Customize Templates: Adapt standard agreements to fit the specific4.
transaction.

Include All Relevant Details: Specify dates, deadlines, deliverables,5.



and payment terms.

Review and Revision
Always review contracts for errors, inconsistencies, and gaps. It is
advisable to have legal counsel examine the document before signing. The
contract drafting guide emphasizes the importance of updating contracts as
laws and business needs change.

Common Mistakes in Contract Drafting
Even experienced professionals can make errors when drafting contracts.
Recognizing and avoiding common mistakes can save time, money, and legal
complications.

Frequent Errors

Vague or ambiguous language

Missing essential elements (such as consideration or acceptance)

Failure to specify governing law or jurisdiction

Overly complex or technical terms without definitions

Omitting procedures for resolving disputes

Ignoring changes in applicable laws or regulations

By carefully following a contract drafting guide, professionals can mitigate
these risks and produce clear, enforceable agreements.

Contract Review and Negotiation Tips
Contract review and negotiation are critical stages in the agreement process.
A thorough review can reveal inconsistencies and potential liabilities, while
skilled negotiation ensures favorable terms for all parties.



Effective Review Techniques

Compare contract terms to business objectives

Check for internal consistency between clauses

Ensure all parties’ obligations are clearly defined

Verify compliance with applicable laws

Seek legal advice for complex agreements

Negotiation Strategies
Successful negotiation involves understanding both parties’ needs, setting
priorities, and being willing to compromise where appropriate. Preparation
and transparency are key to reaching a mutually beneficial agreement.

Legal Terminology in Contract Drafting
The language of contracts is precise and often uses legal terminology that
may not be familiar to everyone. Understanding these terms is crucial for
interpreting and drafting enforceable agreements.

Common Legal Terms

Party: An individual or entity entering the contract

Obligation: A legal duty to act or refrain from acting

Breach: Failure to fulfill a contractual promise

Remedy: Legal means of enforcing a contract or compensating for a breach

Assignment: Transfer of rights or duties to another party

Being familiar with legal terminology enhances the effectiveness of contract
drafting and helps prevent misunderstandings between parties.



Frequently Asked Questions about Contract
Drafting
This contract drafting guide concludes with answers to some of the most
common and trending questions related to drafting contracts, helping readers
address practical concerns and deepen their understanding.

Q: What is the most important element of a contract?
A: While every element is essential, mutual consent and consideration are
particularly critical, as they demonstrate the agreement and exchange of
value between parties, making the contract enforceable.

Q: How can I make sure my contract is legally
binding?
A: To ensure your contract is legally binding, include all required elements
(offer, acceptance, consideration, legal purpose, and capacity), use clear
language, and have both parties sign the document.

Q: What common mistakes should I avoid in contract
drafting?
A: Avoid vague language, missing essential clauses, failure to address
dispute resolution, and neglecting to update contracts for changes in laws or
business needs.

Q: Can I use contract templates for all agreements?
A: Templates can be useful starting points but should always be customized
for the specific transaction, industry requirements, and legal jurisdiction.

Q: What is a force majeure clause?
A: A force majeure clause excuses parties from fulfilling their obligations
due to events beyond their control, such as natural disasters or government
actions.

Q: When should I seek legal advice for contract
drafting?
A: Seek legal advice for complex agreements, high-value transactions, or when
specialized clauses (such as intellectual property or indemnification) are



involved.

Q: How often should contracts be reviewed or
updated?
A: Contracts should be reviewed regularly, especially when laws change or
business circumstances evolve, to ensure ongoing compliance and relevance.

Q: What is the difference between indemnification
and limitation of liability?
A: Indemnification involves one party agreeing to compensate the other for
specific losses, while limitation of liability restricts the amount or type
of damages a party may be liable for.

Q: Are electronic signatures legally valid on
contracts?
A: In most jurisdictions, electronic signatures are legally valid and
enforceable, provided certain requirements are met.

Q: What should be included in a dispute resolution
clause?
A: A dispute resolution clause should specify the process (mediation,
arbitration, or litigation), location, and rules governing how disputes will
be handled.
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backbone reference provides a comprehensive set of drafting elements that can be used from
contract to contract. Move step-by-step through the contract-creation process --from conducting the
initial client meeting to closing the deal, with detailed discussions of the eleven, essential drafting
elements, parties, recitals, subject, consideration, warranties and representations, risk allocation,
conditions, performance, dates and term, boilerplate, and signatures. A favorite reference tool for
professional drafters for over a decade, Drafting Effective Contracts combines a clear analysis of
how effective agreements are structured with a practical breakdown of the essential elements of any
contract-- giving you the best way to draft contracts. This completely updated practical reference
guide presents a consistent structural analysis and a comprehensive set of drafting elements that
can be used from contract to contract. You are led step-by-step through the process by which
contracts are created, given clear sample contract provisions, and offered direction around the
obstacles that may be encountered in drafting agreements for goods and services, promissory notes,
guaranties, and secured transactions. Drafting Effective Contracts provides a complete handbook for
drafting legal agreements that work. For starters, you get a practical and comprehensive approach
to the overall contract process--from conducting the initial client meeting to closing the deal. You'll
find a detailed discussion of the 11 drafting elements that every contract may have: Parties Recitals
Subject Consideration Warranties and Representations Risk Allocation Conditions Performance
Dates and Term Boilerplate Signatures After you get a solid explanation of these essential elements
and how they're assembled to create effective contracts, you get key strategies for negotiating the
agreement and closing the deal. You get an overview of the legal concepts that underpin various
types of agreements --such as promissory notes, guaranties, security agreements, and agreements
for the sale of goods and services. Then you'll see how to apply the drafting elements to create the
finished contract. You also get an array of sample agreements and contracts as well as statutory
material. Only Drafting Effective Contracts combines the best benefits of a forms book and a treatise
to give you the most complete tool for building effective legal agreements.
  contract drafting guide: The Contract Negotiation Handbook Stephen Guth, 2007-12-20 Many
books have been written on negotiation tactics and a few books have been written on contract
drafting, but no book has combined the two disciplines into one-until now. Resulting from over 10
years of actual negotiation experience as both buyer and seller, author Stephen Guth offers insight
into a world of negotiations and contracts that few ever see. This book isn't a feel-good book on
win-win negotiations. It's an insider's view into real life negotiation tactics and ploys. Readers will
learn how to use negotiation tactics such as the Columbo, the Price Slice and Dice, and the
Signature Limit Lasso. Readers will also learn how to spot and counter vendor ploys such as the
Pop-Tart, Mirroring, and the Only Game in Town. To put it all together, readers are instructed on
contract drafting tricks such as Expressly Implied Warranties, the Endless Indemnification, and the
Unlimited Limitation of Liability. Readers will never look at contracts the same way again.
  contract drafting guide: Contract and Commercial Management - The Operational
Guide Katherine Kawamoto, Mark David, Tim Cummins, 2011-11-11 Almost 80% of CEOs say that
their organization must get better at managing external relationships. According to The Economist,
one of the major reasons why so many relationships end in disappointment is that most
organizations 'are not very good at contracting'. This ground-breaking title from leading authority
IACCM (International Association for Contract and Commercial Management) represents the
collective wisdom and experience of Contract, Legal and Commercial experts from some of the world
s leading companies to define how to partner for performance. This practical guidance is designed to
support practitioners through the contract lifecycle and to give both supply and buy perspectives,
leading to a more consistent approach and language that supports greater efficiency and
effectiveness. Within the five phases described in this book (Initiate, Bid, Development, Negotiate
and Manage), readers will find invaluable guidance on the whole lifecycle with insights to finance,
law and negotiation, together with dispute resolution, change control and risk management. This
title is the official IACCM operational guidance and fully supports and aligns with the course
modules for Certification.



  contract drafting guide: Essential Contract Drafting Skills Tiffany Kemp, 2013-04-17 Have
you ever read a contract clause three times, and still been none the wiser about what it means?
While consumer contracts are becoming more accessible, with companies employing more creative
drafting and layout techniques, many business to business contracts remain stuck in the dark ages of
legalese and Latin phrases.This book is for everyone who drafts and amends contracts. It will
encourage you to focus on creating usable documents that meet essential business needs. By freeing
you from the straitjacket of 'tested in court' terminology, it will inspire you to flex your creative
muscles and draft clear, unambiguous and readable contracts.
  contract drafting guide: The Effective Contract Handbook: A Guide to Successful
Contract Management Pasquale De Marco, In a world driven by contracts, effective management
of these agreements is paramount to the success of any organization. The Effective Contract
Handbook: A Guide to Successful Contract Management equips professionals with the knowledge
and skills necessary to navigate the complexities of this critical business function. This
comprehensive guide delves into the core principles of contract management, providing a
step-by-step approach to effectively manage contracts throughout their lifecycle. From
understanding the legal framework and ethical considerations to negotiating favorable terms and
managing risks, readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of the contract management
process. With its in-depth coverage of essential topics, this book empowers readers to excel in
contract management. It explores the significance of communication and negotiation, providing
practical strategies for building strong relationships with stakeholders and resolving conflicts
amicably. It also delves into the use of contract management software, highlighting its benefits and
guiding readers in selecting and implementing the most suitable system for their organization. The
Effective Contract Handbook: A Guide to Successful Contract Management is an indispensable
resource for professionals seeking to elevate their contract management skills and achieve
exceptional results. Whether you are a seasoned contract manager or just starting out in this
profession, this book will serve as an invaluable guide, helping you navigate the challenges of
contract management and contribute to the success of your organization. This book is a
comprehensive and practical guide that provides readers with the knowledge and skills necessary to
excel in contract management. It is written in a clear and concise style, making it accessible to
readers of all levels. Whether you are a seasoned professional or just starting out in this field, this
book will provide you with the insights and tools you need to succeed. If you like this book, write a
review!
  contract drafting guide: Teaching Contract Drafting Robin A. Boyle-Laisure, 2023-09-06
This comprehensive guide covers every stage of organising and teaching a course in contract
drafting. With extensive sample course materials, it offers useful tips for building nuance, creative
thinking, and experiential learning into contract drafting curricula.
  contract drafting guide: Guide to the JCT Design and Build Contract - 2024 Edition Seán Mac
Labhraí, 2025-05-30 This book provides a comprehensive guide to the 2024 edition of the JCT Design
and Build Contract. It offers a straightforward reference to help practitioners understand the rights
and obligations of the parties, and to administrate the Contract in an accurate and timely manner.
Part 1 provides commentary on all the key provisions of the Contract, in plain English. It adopts the
same structure as the Contract and includes the relevant extracts to reduce the need for
cross-referencing. There is also guidance on current market practice, and recommendations for best
practice. Part 2 contains over 300 corresponding resources for the administration of the Contract, by
both the Contractor and the Employer. It includes notice and other correspondence templates,
checklists, and trackers to assist record keeping. Written to meet the needs of busy construction
practitioners, this is an accessible, practical reference for those acting on behalf of the Contractor
and the Employer (and Employer’s Agent), including project teams, consultants, and advisors. It is
also ideally suited for students of construction law.
  contract drafting guide: Drafting Contracts in Legal English Cynthia M. Adams, Peter K.
Cramer, 2014-12-09 Written in a deliberate and concise manner, devoid of United States



colloquialisms, Drafting Contracts in Legal English: Cross-border Agreements Governed by U.S. Law
is designed for classroom use as well as self-study. Teaching a strategic approach and sequential
steps to drafting contracts, the text includes examples and exercises based on cross-border
agreements such as distribution agreements, licensing, franchises and equipment leases. Special
drafting issues in cross-border agreements are also considered: choice of language clauses, choice of
forum clauses, indemnification provisions, force majeure clauses, counterpart clauses, international
alternative dispute resolution clauses, and the choice to opt in or out of the CISG. By providing
appropriate explanations of United States law, the text increases student comprehension as
suggested drafting approaches are placed in legal context. This unique guide discusses the purpose
of and provides drafting tips for contract parts, contract organization and formatting, basic contract
provisions, letters of intent, and the craft of reviewing and revising contracts. End-of-chapter
exercises test overall comprehension and apply drafting concepts presented in the chapter. To
increase the non-native speakers lexical range, vocabulary is derived from a statistical analysis of
thousands of authentic contracts. To help with contract sentence structures that are challenging for
non-native speakers, syntax structures are based on comparison to databases with authentic
contracts. A glossary of contract terms is based on frequency counts from thousands of authentic
contracts and usage in text, contextualized and cross-referenced with most common collocations.
  contract drafting guide: Drafting Contracts - A Practical Guide to Transactional
Practice Ben L. Fernandez, 2020-08-14 Drafting Contracts - A Practical Guide to Transactional
Practice, authored by Ben L. Fernandez is a brief but comprehensive guide to everything you need to
know about drafting contracts from scratch and revising complex form agreements. Ben L.
Fernandez currently teaches Legal Drafting to students at the University of Florida Levin College of
Law. Before he went into teaching, he gained extensive experience practicing in this area. He has
densely packed this concise text with valuable practice information, insights and tips. This latest
book on contract drafting contracts covers more topics and has much more practical information
than other texts on this subject. Issues discussed include: Getting up to Speed (familiarizing yourself
with the client's business and interviewing the client to flush out all the terms of the deal) Drafting
Covenants, Rights, Prohibitions and Descriptions (using will or shall and may) Avoiding Potentially
Ambiguous Words and Phrases (time periods, numbers, misplaced modifiers, indefinite pronoun
references) Organizing a Contract's Beginning Sections (title, exordium, background, definitions,
reps and warranties) Organizing Core Covenants and Other Deal Provisions (core covenant,
duration, additional provisions) Organizing a Contract's Ending Sections (termination, cancellation,
boilerplate, testimonium, signature blocks) Brainstorming (additional provisions to better protect the
client, indemnity, insurance, waivers, liability limits) Drafting with Precedent Language and
Documents (putting a document together from sample provisions) Tailoring Form Documents
(revising a complex form document) Revising the Other Side's Completed Documents (qualifying
language, limiting scope, inserting conditions) Negotiating Contract Provisions (preparation,
advancing the client's interests without killing the deal) Closing the Deal (closing agendas, verifying
signature authority) Dealing with Ethical Issues in Contract Drafting (revisions to signed documents,
unenforceable provisions, notarization after the fact) Drafting a Contract Amendment (sample form
for amendments) Using Computers to Draft Contracts (document assembly programs, on line
execution, artificial intelligence) Drafting Contracts also contains numerous sample contract
provisions, as well as helpful charts and checklists, and exercises and sample answers on drafting a
contract from scratch and tailoring and revising a complex form agreement. Drafting Contracts - An
Introduction to Transactional Practice by Ben L. Fernandez is an essential guide for any law student
or novice attorney interested in contract drafting and transactional practice.
  contract drafting guide: Handbook of Contract Management in Construction Ali D. Haidar,
2021-06-10 This book addresses the process and principles of contract management in construction
from an international perspective. It presents a well-structured, in-depth analysis of construction law
doctrines necessary to understand the fundamentals of contract management. The book begins with
an introduction to contract management and contract law and formation. It then discusses the



various parties to a contract and their relevant obligations, whether they are engineers, contractors
or subcontractors. It also addresses standard practices when drafting and revising contracts, as well
as what can be expected in standard contracts general clauses. Two chapters are dedicated to
contract clauses, with one focused on contract administration such as schedules, payment
certificates and defects liability, and the other focused on contract management, such as
terminations, dispute resolutions and claims. This book provides a useful reference to engineers,
project managers and students within the field of engineering and construction management.
  contract drafting guide: Research Handbook on Contract Design Corrales Compagnucci,
Marcelo, Haapio, Helena, Fenwick, Mark, 2022-05-03 Weaving together theoretical, historical, and
legal approaches, this book offers a fresh perspective on the modern revival of the concept of
allegiance, identifying and contextualising its evolving association with theories of citizenship.
  contract drafting guide: The Managers Guide to Understanding Commercial Contract
Negotiation Frank Adoranti, 2003 * Examples are given from real-life business situations * Practical
information and Golden Rules on what to do and what not to do * Plain English explanations of legal
terms You've been involved in weeks, or sometimes even months, of hard-fought negotiations.
However, the deal is not done until it is written up--not until the final form of contract is agreed
upon and executed. You have to have a basic understanding of commercial contracts and all their
ramifications every step of the way. This series explains the basics of commercial contract law,
highlights how to spot potential issues before they become a problem and then how to work with a
lawyer more effectively if things go wrong. It is a practical series definitely intended for corporate
managers rather than lawyers.
  contract drafting guide: The Legal Scrivener's Essential Guide Pasquale De Marco,
2025-08-15 The Legal Scrivener's Essential Guide is the definitive resource for anyone involved in
the legislative process. Whether you're a seasoned legal professional or just starting out in the field,
this comprehensive guide will provide you with the knowledge and skills you need to draft effective
and enforceable documents. From the basics of legislative drafting to the intricacies of drafting
contracts and pleadings, this book covers a wide range of topics essential to the modern legal
professional. With clear and concise explanations, detailed examples, and practical tips, The Legal
Scrivener's Essential Guide will help you navigate the complexities of legal drafting with confidence.
Whether you're drafting a bill for submission to a legislature, a regulation for a government agency,
or a contract for a private client, this book will provide you with the tools you need to create clear,
concise, and effective documents. In addition to providing a comprehensive overview of the
legislative drafting process, this book also addresses the ethical and professional responsibilities of
legal scriveners. It explores the importance of accuracy, objectivity, and impartiality in drafting legal
documents and discusses the ethical considerations that arise when drafting documents that may
have a significant impact on the rights and interests of others. The Legal Scrivener's Essential Guide
is an indispensable resource for anyone involved in the legislative process. Whether you're a lawyer,
paralegal, lobbyist, or legislator, this book will provide you with the knowledge and skills you need
to draft effective and enforceable legal documents. Order your copy of The Legal Scrivener's
Essential Guide today and start drafting like a pro! If you like this book, write a review!
  contract drafting guide: Practical Guide to Engineering and Construction Contracts
Philip Loots, Donald Charrett, 2009 This hard cover book offers a concise, practical guide to the law
relating to construction contracts in Australia. Written for engineers negotiating and administering
construction contracts, it aims to assist readers in understanding the risks associated with these
contracts and how to minimise them. The book is written by two experienced and respected authors
who have a unique combination of local and international practical experience and professional and
academic background in law and engineering.Oxford University Press Australia & New Zealand is
the non-exclusive distributor of this title.
  contract drafting guide: Drafting Effective Contracts Robert A. Feldman, Raymond T.
Nimmer, 1999-01-01 The professionaland’s favored tool for over a decade, this backbone reference
provides a comprehensive set of drafting elements that can be used from contract to contract. Move



step-by-step through the contract-creation process and—from conducting the initial client meeting to
closing the deal, with detailed discussions of the eleven, essential drafting elements, parties,
recitals, subject, consideration, warranties and representations, risk allocation, conditions,
performance, dates and term, boilerplate, and signatures. By Robert A. Feldman and Raymond T.
Nimmer A favorite reference tool for professional drafters for over a decade, Drafting Effective
Contracts combines a clear analysis of how effective agreements are structured with a practical
breakdown of the essential elements of any contractand— giving you the best way to draft contracts.
This completely updated practical reference guide presents a consistent structural analysis and a
comprehensive set of drafting elements that can be used from contract to contract. You are led
step-by-step through the process by which contracts are created, given clear sample contract
provisions, and offered direction around the obstacles that may be encountered in drafting
agreements for goods and services, promissory notes, guaranties, and secured transactions. Drafting
Effective Contracts provides a complete handbook for drafting legal agreements that work. For
starters, you get a practical and comprehensive approach to the overall contract processand—from
conducting the initial client meeting to closing the deal. Youand’ll find a detailed discussion of the 11
drafting elements that every contract may have: Parties Recitals Subject Consideration Warranties
and Representations Risk Allocation Conditions Performance Dates and Term Boilerplate Signatures
After you get a solid explanation of these essential elements and how theyand’re assembled to create
effective contracts, you get key strategies for negotiating the agreement and closing the deal. You
get an overview of the legal concepts that underpin various types of agreements and—such as
promissory notes, guaranties, security agreements, and agreements for the sale of goods and
services. Then youand’ll see how to apply the drafting elements to create the finished contract. You
also get an array of sample agreements and contracts as well as statutory material. Only Drafting
Effective Contracts combines the best benefits of a forms book and a treatise to give you the most
complete tool for building effective legal agreements.
  contract drafting guide: The Lawyer’s Style Guide Peter Butt, 2021-02-25 Clarity and
precision in legal writing are essential skills in the practice and study of law. This book offers a
straightforward, practical guide to effective legal style from a world-leading expert. The book is
thoughtfully structured to explain the elements of good legal writing and its most effective use. It
catalogues all aspects of legal style, topic by topic, phrase by phrase, usage by usage. It scrutinises
them all, suggesting improvements. Its 'dictionary' arrangement makes it easy to navigate. Entries
cover matters such as abbreviations, acronyms, active and passive voice, brackets, bullet points,
citation methods, cross-referencing, fonts, document design, footnotes, gender-neutral language,
numbering systems, plain legal language, punctuation, the use of Latin in law, structures for legal
advices and documents, and techniques for editing and proofreading. Also covered are many words
and phrases that non-lawyers find opaque and obscure-the aim being to show that lawyers can
usually substitute a plain-English equivalent that captures the legal nuances of the 'legalese'. Other
topics include ambiguity, deeds, definitions, provisos, recitals, simplified outlines, terms of art, tone,
and the various principles of legal interpretation. With an emphasis on technical effectiveness and
understanding, the book is required reading for all those engaged in the practice and study of law.
  contract drafting guide: Uncommon Law of Learned Writing 2.0 Chinua Asuzu, 2023-09-10 As
lawyers, we must not, in hot pursuit of common law, outrun common sense. The dread of that
eventuality prompted this book. Uncommon Law of Learned Writing 2.0 promotes common sense in
legal language. Plain language, which is commonsensical, broadens access to legal documents, thus
democratizing the law. If democracy is government of the people, by the people, and for the people,
law is the language in which government interacts with the people—it’s the language of democracy.
The people whose government speaks through law must understand what is said. No democratic
society should brook legalese—a dense, verbose dialect known only to lawyers. What then should
society do to redress the lawyer-induced obscurity? A Shakespearean character had an alarming
proposal: “The first thing we do, let’s kill all the lawyers.” Apparently, that proposal was not
enthusiastically endorsed, which explains why we’re still here. A milder remedy—enrolling lawyers



in language classes—has been mooted, which explains why this book is in your hands. Uncommon
Law of Learned Writing 2.0 motivates lawyers to prefer plain language to the legalese and verbosity
that have besmirched legal writing for centuries. This book is as sweeping and authoritative a
treatment of its subject as you can find anywhere.
  contract drafting guide: Wisconsin Bill Drafting Manual Wisconsin. Legislature. Legislative
Reference Bureau, 1976
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