chinese american identity book

chinese american identity book is a topic that resonates deeply with readers
interested in culture, history, and the personal journeys of Chinese
Americans. This article explores the multifaceted world of Chinese American
identity books, delving into their significance, the themes they address, and
how they contribute to understanding the diverse experiences of the Chinese
American community. Readers will discover what defines a Chinese American
identity book, the most influential titles, recurring themes such as family,
immigration, and bicultural struggles, and the impact these works have on
American literature. Whether you are an avid reader, a researcher, or someone
seeking to learn more about the Chinese American experience, this
comprehensive guide will equip you with essential insights. Continue reading
for an in-depth look at this important literary genre and its cultural
implications.
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Understanding the Chinese American Identity
Book Genre

Chinese American identity books are a distinct literary category that focuses
on the experiences, challenges, and cultural dynamics of Chinese Americans.
These books provide valuable perspectives on the complexities of navigating
two cultures, addressing issues such as assimilation, discrimination, and
generational differences. The genre encompasses a wide range of works,
including memoirs, novels, essays, and poetry, all unified by their
exploration of what it means to be Chinese American. Through personal
narratives and fictionalized accounts, these books foster greater
understanding of the community’s history, resilience, and evolving identity.
The genre has grown in prominence as more authors share their stories,
contributing to a richer, more nuanced portrayal of the Chinese American
experience in the broader context of American literature.



Key Themes in Chinese American Identity Books

Family and Generational Conflict

One of the most prominent themes in Chinese American identity books is the
exploration of family dynamics and generational conflict. Many works delve
into the relationships between immigrant parents and their American-born
children, highlighting differences in values, expectations, and cultural
adaptation. These books often depict the struggle to balance filial piety
with personal aspirations, illustrating the tensions that arise as families
navigate life in a new country.

Immigration and Adaptation

Immigration stories are central to the Chinese American identity book genre.
Authors frequently recount the challenges of leaving one’s homeland, adapting
to a new environment, and overcoming language barriers and societal
prejudices. The emotional journey of finding a sense of belonging while
honoring one’s heritage is a recurrent motif, offering readers insight into
the resilience and adaptability of Chinese American families.

Bicultural Identity and Belonging

The quest for identity is at the heart of many Chinese American books.
Authors examine the complexities of living between two cultures, grappling
with questions of self-acceptance, cultural pride, and dual identity. These
narratives often depict protagonists who struggle to reconcile their Chinese
heritage with their American upbringing, highlighting the unique challenges
and rewards of a bicultural existence.

Racism, Stereotypes, and Social Justice

Chinese American identity books also address issues of racism,
discrimination, and social justice. Authors shed light on the historical and
contemporary struggles faced by the community, challenging stereotypes and
advocating for greater understanding and equality. These works not only
document personal and collective experiences but also promote empathy and
awareness among broader audiences.

e Generational conflict between parents and children



e Immigrant adaptation and cultural negotiation

Bicultural identity and belonging

e Racism and social justice issues

Celebration of heritage and tradition

Influential Chinese American Identity Books and
Authors

Several books and authors have made significant contributions to the Chinese
American identity book genre. Their works have shaped public perceptions and
opened doors for new voices in literature. These influential titles often
become essential reading for anyone interested in understanding the Chinese
American experience.

Amy Tan and "The Joy Luck Club"

Amy Tan'’s "The Joy Luck Club" stands as one of the most iconic Chinese
American identity books. Through interconnected stories of four Chinese
immigrant mothers and their American-born daughters, Tan explores themes of
generational conflict, cultural dislocation, and the enduring bonds of
family. The novel’s universal appeal and emotional depth have made it a
classic, resonating with readers of all backgrounds.

Maxine Hong Kingston and "The Woman Warrior"

Maxine Hong Kingston’s "The Woman Warrior: Memoirs of a Girlhood Among
Ghosts" is a groundbreaking memoir that blends autobiography and myth.
Kingston’s exploration of her Chinese heritage, family legends, and the
challenges of growing up in America has inspired generations of readers and
writers. The book’s inventive structure and poetic language have cemented its
place as a foundational work in Asian American literature.

Contemporary Voices: Celeste Ng, Lisa See, and
Others

In recent years, authors such as Celeste Ng ("Everything I Never Told You")
and Lisa See ("Shanghai Girls") have expanded the scope of Chinese American



identity books. Their novels tackle contemporary issues, including mental
health, intergenerational trauma, and the search for belonging in a rapidly
changing world. These writers, along with emerging voices, continue to enrich
the genre with fresh perspectives and diverse narratives.

The Impact of Chinese American Identity Books
on Literature and Society

Chinese American identity books have had a profound influence on both
literature and society. By bringing underrepresented stories to the
forefront, these works challenge mainstream narratives and promote cross-
cultural understanding. Readers gain a deeper appreciation of the
complexities faced by Chinese Americans, while authors find a platform to
share authentic experiences. The genre has contributed to greater visibility
for Asian American writers and has encouraged important conversations about
race, identity, and belonging. Educators, students, and policymakers
increasingly recognize the value of these books in fostering empathy and
promoting diversity within and beyond the literary world.

How to Choose the Right Chinese American
Identity Book

Selecting the best Chinese American identity book depends on individual
interests and reading goals. Here are some factors to consider when exploring
this genre:

e Genre Preference: Decide whether you prefer memoirs, novels, essays, or
poetry to engage with different storytelling approaches.

e Time Period: Consider books that focus on historical experiences versus
contemporary issues for a broader perspective.

e Themes: Identify specific topics that resonate with you, such as family,
immigration, or social justice.

e Author Background: Explore books by both established and emerging
Chinese American authors for a range of voices.

e Critical Acclaim: Look for award-winning or widely recognized titles for
impactful and well-crafted stories.



Reading reviews, joining book clubs, and seeking recommendations can also
help readers discover meaningful Chinese American identity books that align
with their interests.

The Future of Chinese American Identity
Literature

The future of Chinese American identity books looks promising, with new
voices and stories continuously emerging. As the Chinese American community
grows and diversifies, so too does the range of experiences represented in
literature. Contemporary writers are increasingly addressing intersectional
identities, LGBTQ+ issues, and the impact of globalization. The genre is also
expanding beyond traditional print, with graphic novels, young adult fiction,
and digital storytelling reaching wider audiences. Chinese American identity
books will remain an essential part of American literature, fostering
understanding, connection, and cultural pride for generations to come.

Q: What is a Chinese American identity book?

A: A Chinese American identity book is a literary work—such as a novel,
memoir, or collection of essays—that explores the experiences, challenges,
and cultural identity of Chinese Americans. These books often focus on themes
like family, immigration, biculturalism, and belonging.

Q: Why are Chinese American identity books
important?

A: Chinese American identity books are important because they provide
valuable perspectives on the Chinese American experience, challenge
stereotypes, promote cross-cultural understanding, and give voice to
underrepresented stories in literature.

Q: What are some famous Chinese American identity

books?

A: Notable Chinese American identity books include "The Joy Luck Club" by Amy
Tan, "The Woman Warrior" by Maxine Hong Kingston, "Everything I Never Told
You" by Celeste Ng, and "Shanghai Girls" by Lisa See.

Q: What themes are commonly found in Chinese



American identity books?

A: Common themes include generational conflict, immigration and adaptation,
bicultural identity, racism and social justice, and the preservation of
heritage and tradition.

Q: Who are some influential Chinese American
authors?

A: Influential Chinese American authors include Amy Tan, Maxine Hong
Kingston, Celeste Ng, Lisa See, and Ha Jin, among others.

Q: How can I choose the right Chinese American
identity book for me?

A: Consider your preferred genre, time period, themes of interest, and
whether you want to read works by established or emerging authors. Reviews
and recommendations can also help guide your choice.

Q: How have Chinese American identity books
influenced society?

A: These books have increased awareness of the Chinese American experience,
contributed to diversity in American literature, and sparked important
conversations about identity, race, and inclusion.

Q: Are there Chinese American identity books for
young adults?

A: Yes, there is a growing selection of Chinese American identity books for
young adults, including novels that address coming-of-age, cultural conflict,
and self-discovery.

Q: What is the future of Chinese American identity
literature?

A: The genre continues to evolve, with new voices exploring a wider range of
topics, including intersectional identities and contemporary issues, in both
traditional and digital formats.

Q: Can Chinese American identity books help in



educational settings?

A: Absolutely. These books are valuable resources for educators and students,
fostering empathy, cultural understanding, and critical thinking about
diversity and inclusion.
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chinese american identity book: Shaping and Reshaping Chinese American Identity
Jingyi Song, 2010-04-12 Shaping and Reshaping Chinese American Identity: New York's Chinese in
the Years of the Depression and World War II explores the role played by Chinese Americans in New
York in the 1930's who laid the foundation for future generations to fight for civil rights as American
citizens. The stories of Chinese Americans during the Depression years and World War II are
under-represented in the existing literature that has been confined to the early days of the
settlement of Chinese Americans on the west coast of the United States. They were usually depicted
as passive victims of exclusion as a result of Chinese Exclusion Laws. This book focuses on the active
participation of the Chinese American in New York City in mainstream political, economic, and social
life that helped them to forge new identity as Chinese Americans. Their active participation in
federal and local elections as a means of claiming their rights as American citizens demonstrated
their growing political consciousness. Chinese New Yorkers' support of both China and United
States during the war reflected their dual identity as both Chinese and Americans. Their
contributions to the war front and to the home front after Pearl Harbor eventually forced the
reconsideration of the Chinese Exclusion Laws. The book concludes by relating the active
participation of the Chinese in New York during the war years to the national movement for racial
equality that resulted in new federal civil rights legislation.

chinese american identity book: The Columbia Guide to Asian American Literature Since
1945 Guiyou Huang, 2006-08-08 The Columbia Guide to Asian American Literature Since 1945

chinese american identity book: The Greenwood Encyclopedia of Asian American Literature
Guiyou Huang, 2008-12-30 Asian American literature dates back to the close of the 19th century,
and during the years following World War II it significantly expanded in volume and diversity.
Monumental in scope, this encyclopedia surveys Asian American literature from its origins through
2007. Included are more than 270 alphabetically arranged entries on writers, major works,
significant historical events, and important terms and concepts. Thus the encyclopedia gives special
attention to the historical, social, cultural, and legal contexts surrounding Asian American literature
and central to the Asian American experience. Each entry is written by an expert contributor and
cites works for further reading, and the encyclopedia closes with a selected, general bibliography of
essential print and electronic resources. While literature students will value this encyclopedia as a
guide to writings by Asian Americans, the encyclopedia also supports the social studies curriculum
by helping students use literature to learn about Asian American history and culture, as it pertains
to writers from a host of Asian ethnic and cultural backgrounds, including Afghans, Chinese,
Japanese, Koreans, Filipinos, Iranians, Indians, Vietnamese, Hawaiians, and other Asian Pacific
Islanders. The encyclopedia supports the literature curriculum by helping students learn more about
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Asian American literature. In addition, it supports the social studies curriculum by helping students
learn about the Asian American historical and cultural experience.

chinese american identity book: Chinese Americans and Their Immigrant Parents Terry S
Trepper, May Tung, 2013-05-13 Based on culture-related themes derived from the author's
psychotherapeutic work with young Chinese-American professionals, this important book relates
personal problems and conditions to specific sources in Chinese and American cultures and the
immigration experience. Unique and practical, this is a nonclinical work that will help Asian
Americans connect historical and cultural meanings to their Chinese roots. It will also give
educators, mental health professionals, and those working with Chinese populations firsthand
insight into the lives and identities of Chinese-American immigrants. Exploring the meaning and
arrangement of Chinese family names, the bonds among family members, and the different contexts
of “self” to Chinese Americans, this valuable book offers you insight into the dilemma between “self”
and “family” that both the younger and older generations must face in American society. In order to
help you understand Chinese immigrants or help your clients, Chinese Americans and Their
Immigrant Parents provides you with information about several differences found between the two
cultures, such as: understanding that words and concepts may not relate to the same emotions or
translate exactly between languages realizing that strong family bonds of the Chinese fosters
interdependence, unlike Americans who admire self-assertiveness and independence recognizing the
fear that Chinese immigrant parents have of losing their strong family ties and seeing their children
forsake customs because they do not want to be seen as “different” discovering why risk-taking and
adventurous acts are discouraged by many Chinese parents comprehending the great importance to
Chinese parents of continuing their family and raising successful children acknowledging the
different roles of men and women within several different contexts in American and Chinese
societiesWith personal vignettes, humor, and interesting insights, Chinese Americans and Their
Immigrant Parents: Conflict, Identity, and Values demonstrates how some Chinese Americans are
connecting historical and cultural meanings to their Chinese roots and bridging generational gaps
between themselves and their parents to create a truly cross-cultural identity.

chinese american identity book: Becoming Asian American Nazli Kibria, 2003-05-22 Based
on interviews with second-generation Chinese- and Korean-Americans, “this book is filled with a
number of illuminating empirical findings” (American Journal of Sociology). In Becoming Asian
American, Nazli Kibria draws upon extensive interviews she conducted with second-generation
Chinese and Korean Americans in Boston and Los Angeles who came of age during the 1980s and
1990s to explore the dynamics of race, identity, and adaptation within these communities. Moving
beyond the frameworks created to study other racial minorities and ethnic whites, she examines the
various strategies used by members of this group to define themselves as both Asian and American.
In her discussions on such topics as childhood, interaction with non-Asian Americans, college, work,
and the problems of intermarriage and child-raising, Kibria finds wide discrepancies between the
experiences of Asian Americans and those described in studies of other ethnic groups. While these
differences help to explain the unusually successful degree of social integration and acceptance into
mainstream American society enjoyed by this “model minority,” it is an achievement that Kibria’s
interviewees admit they can never take for granted. Instead, they report that maintaining this
acceptance requires constant effort on their part. Kibria suggests further developments may resolve
this situation—especially the emergence of a new kind of pan-Asian American identity that would
complement the Chinese or Korean American identity rather than replace it.

chinese american identity book: Asian American Identities: Racial and Ethnic Identity Issues
in the Twenty-First Century Cheri L. Philip, 2007

chinese american identity book: Asian American Identities and Practices Jonathan H. X. Lee,
Kathleen Nadeau, 2014-05-23 Asian American Identities and Practices: Folkloric Expressions in
Everyday Life probes the intersection, interplay, and interconnection of Asian and Asian American
folklore and folklife in globally fluid and culturally creative landscapes among Asian American
communities and subjects. Asian American folklore, as a way of life and practice, has emerged and




continues to emerge as Asian Americans lay claim and take root in the American mosaic. As such,
the contributors in this volume all show how the Asian American historical experiences and
continued international migration inform the production of new folkloric practices, subjectivities,
and ideologies, which in turn strengthen specific Asian American ways of life while normalizing
folklore that are squarely produced in Asian America. This collectionillustrates that Asian American
folklore and folklife is interwoven with social relationships, the creation of various types of ethnic,
cultural, and national identities, and adaptive strategies within the particular historical periods,
communities, and shifting boundaries and demographics of Asian America. The global context of
Asian American folklore and folklife, especially in the racially charged post-9/11 context, bespeaks
how Asians, past and present, maneuver the cultural spaces of their host society and old traditions
to create new sites and new opportunities for cultural folkloric production and expression in
everyday life.

chinese american identity book: Shaping and Reshaping Chinese American Identity
Jingyi Song, 2010-04-12 Shaping and Reshaping Chinese American Identity: New York's Chinese in
the Years of the Depression and World War II explores the role played by Chinese Americans in New
York in the 1930's who laid the foundation for future generations to fight for civil rights as American
citizens. The stories of Chinese Americans during the Depression years and World War II are
under-represented in the existing literature that has been confined to the early days of the
settlement of Chinese Americans on the west coast of the United States. They were usually depicted
as passive victims of exclusion as a result of Chinese Exclusion Laws. This book focuses on the active
participation of the Chinese American in New York City in mainstream political, economic, and social
life that helped them to forge new identity as Chinese Americans. Their active participation in
federal and local elections as a means of claiming their rights as American citizens demonstrated
their growing political consciousness. Chinese New Yorkers' support of both China and United
States during the war reflected their dual identity as both Chinese and Americans. Their
contributions to the war front and to the home front after Pearl Harbor eventually forced the
reconsideration of the Chinese Exclusion Laws. The book concludes by relating the active
participation of the Chinese in New York during the war years to the national movement for racial
equality that resulted in new federal civil rights legislation.

chinese american identity book: The Cinematic Representation of the Chinese American
Family Qijun Han, 2016-03-08 There has been an increasing recognition of the fluidity and
ambiguity of ethnic identities within the context of global mobility. With that in mind, how have films
constructed the identity of ethnic Chinese in the United States? This book addresses this issue
through three sub-questions. First, why is the family narrative so characteristic of films about
Chinese Americans in transnational Chinese cinema? In other words, how and why are images of
Chinese or Chinese Americans in transnational Chinese cinema different from those in Hollywood
movies? Second, how does transnational Chinese cinema define and negotiate the aesthetic
conventions of melodrama commonly used to depict Chinese American families? In terms of
establishing melodrama as an evolving mode of, how does Chinese American cinema historically
connect with both Hollywood and Chinese cinema? Third, what have the narrative treatments of
Chinese American families in transnational Chinese cinema contributed to the ongoing
representation of Chinese culture and construction of ethnic Chinese identities in Western societies?
This book traverses fields such as cultural studies, Chinese studies, media studies, American studies,
and film studies, and engages with a select corpus of films from the 1990s to the 2000s, directed by
Chinese American, Taiwanese and Hong Kong filmmakers and produced in the USA, Taiwan, Hong
Kong and mainland China, to analyze the role the American Chinese family plays in their work. With
sensitivity towards transnational bonds and historical processes, a negotiation process of three sets
of conflicting forces has subsequently emerged: the traditional and the modern, the national and the
transnational, and Chinese American identity crisis in favor of a Chinese identity or a true American
identity. Contrasting cultural beliefs undoubtedly create cross-cultural and generational conflicts
within the family, yet also open the way to negotiation and compromise. This research on the



cinematic depiction of Chinese Americans reveals the historically significant transnational
connection among Chinese American, Chinese, and American cultures. On the one hand, ethnic
Chinese are represented by boundaries that establish and define the Chinese American community
against other communities, and yet, on the other hand, the representation of family life and
structure of Chinese immigrants is multiple and fluid, as culture itself is unstable and uncertain.
Therefore, a process of fixation and a process of fluidity seem to take place at the same time.

chinese american identity book: Asian American Identities, Relationships, and Post-Migration
Legacies Jessica ChenFeng, Lana Kim, 2024-10-04 Bringing together the personal and professional
narratives of Asian American family therapists, this book offers insight into the Asian American
experience through systemic theory and frameworks, individual and community stories, and clinical
considerations. The Asian American experience is still a largely invisible and unknown one,
especially in the field of marriage and family therapy. With a contextual lens, this book highlights
how understanding family migration legacies and individual generational status relative to time,
place, and context is critical to doing meaningful work with Asian Americans. Filled with
thought-provoking case studies and reflective questions, chapters discuss the impact of stereotyping
on mental health; the historical and present ways that Asian American racialization invisibilizes
individual and collective experiences; shame associated with bicultural identity, gender,
generational trauma, media representations; and more. Each chapter bridges these ideas to clinical
practice while concurrently centering the voices and experiences of Asian American therapists. This
book is essential reading for marriage and family therapists and other mental health clinicians who
want to deepen their understanding of, relationship with, and clinical support for the Asian
Americans in their lives, whether friends, colleagues, supervisees, or clients.

chinese american identity book: Asian North American Identities Eleanor Ty, Donald C.
Goellnicht, 2004-04-29 The nine essays in Asian North American Identities explore how Asian North
Americans are no longer caught between worlds of the old and the new, the east and the west, and
the south and the north. Moving beyond national and diasporic models of ethnic identity to focus on
the individual feelings and experiences of those who are not part of a dominant white majority, the
essays collected here draw from a wide range of sources, including novels, art, photography, poetry,
cinema, theatre, and popular culture. The book illustrates how Asian North Americans are
developing new ways of seeing and thinking about themselves by eluding imposed identities and
creating spaces that offer alternative sites from which to speak and imagine. Contributors are
Jeanne Yu-Mei Chiu, Patricia Chu, Rocio G. Davis, Donald C. Goellnicht, Karlyn Koh, Josephine Lee,
Leilani Nishime, Caroline Rody, Jeffrey J. Santa Ana, Malini Johar Schueller, and Eleanor Ty.

chinese american identity book: Language, Identity, and Stereotype Among Southeast
Asian American Youth Angela Reyes, 2017-09-25 This book—an ethnographic and discourse
analytic study of an after-school video-making project for 1.5- and second-generation Southeast
Asian American teenagers—explores the relationships among stereotype, identity, and ethnicity that
emerge in this informal educational setting. Working from a unique theoretical foundation that
combines linguistic anthropology, Asian American studies, and education, and using rigorous
linguistic anthropological tools to closely examine video- and audio- recorded interactions gathered
during the video-making project (in which teen participants learned the skills for creating their own
video and adult staff learned to respect and value the local knowledge of youth), the author builds a
compelling link between micro-level uses of language and macro-level discourses of identity, race,
ethnicity, and culture. In this study of the ways in which teens draw on and play with circulating
stereotypes of the self and the other, Reyes uniquely illustrates how individuals can reappropriate
stereotypes of their ethnic group as a resource to position themselves and others in interactionally
meaningful ways, to accomplish new social actions, and to assign new meanings to stereotypes. This
is an important book for academics and students in sociolinguistics, linguistic anthropology,
discourse analysis, and applied linguistics with an interest in issues of youth, race, and ethnicity,
and/or educational settings, and will also be of interest to readers in the fields of education, Asian
American studies, social psychology, and sociology.




chinese american identity book: Asian-American Writers Harold Bloom, 2009 Presents critical
perspectives on the works of Asian-American writers, including Gish Jen, Cheng-rae Lee, and Maxine
Hong Kingston.

chinese american identity book: T&T Clark Handbook of Asian American Biblical
Hermeneutics Uriah Y. Kim, Seung Ai Yang, 2019-05-30 The first reference resource on how Asian
Americans are currently reading and interpreting the Bible, this volume also serves a valuable role
in both developing and disseminating what can be termed as Asian American biblical hermeneutics.
The volume works from the important background that Asian Americans are the fastest growing
ethnic/racial minority population in the USA, and that 42% of this group identifies as Christian. This
provides a useful starting point from which to examine what may be distinctive about Asian
American approaches to the Bible. Part 1 of the Handbook describes six major ethic groups that
make up 85% of Asian population (by country of origin: China, Philippines, Indian Subcontinent,
Vietnam, Korea, Japan) and outlines the specific concerns each group has when its members read
the Bible. Part 2 of the Handbook examines major critical methods in biblical interpretation and
suggests adjustments that may be helpful for Asian Americans to make when they are interpreting
the Bible. Finally, Part 3 provides 25 interpretations by Asian American biblical scholars on specific
texts in the Bible, using what they consider to be Asian American hermeneutics. Taken together the
Handbook interprets the Bible both with and for the Asian American communities.

chinese american identity book: China Abroad Elaine Yee Lin Ho, Julia Kuehn, 2009-01-01
The book seeks to address how movements across cultures shape the different ways in which China
and Chineseness have been imagined and represented since the beginning of the last century. In so
doing, it aims to offer an overview of the debate about Chineseness as it has emerged in different
global locations.

chinese american identity book: Ethnic American Literature Emmanuel S. Nelson,
2015-02-17 Unlike any other book of its kind, this volume celebrates published works from a broad
range of American ethnic groups not often featured in the typical canon of literature. This culturally
rich encyclopedia contains 160 alphabetically arranged entries on African American, Asian
American, Latino/a, and Native American literary traditions, among others. The book introduces the
uniquely American mosaic of multicultural literature by chronicling the achievements of American
writers of non-European descent and highlighting the ethnic diversity of works from the colonial era
to the present. The work features engaging topics like the civil rights movement, bilingualism,
assimilation, and border narratives. Entries provide historical overviews of literary periods along
with profiles of major authors and great works, including Toni Morrison, Maxine Hong Kingston,
Maya Angelou, Sherman Alexie, A Raisin in the Sun, American Born Chinese, and The House on
Mango Street. The book also provides concise overviews of genres not often featured in textbooks,
like the Chinese American novel, African American young adult literature, Mexican American
autobiography, and Cuban American poetry.

chinese american identity book: Encyclopedia of Asian American Folklore and Folklife
Jonathan H. X. Lee, Kathleen Nadeau, 2010-12-21 This comprehensive compilation of entries
documents the origins, transmissions, and transformations of Asian American folklore and folklife.
Equally instructive and intriguing, the Encyclopedia of Asian American Folklore and Folklife
provides an illuminating overview of Asian American folklore as a way of life. Surveying the
histories, peoples, and cultures of numerous Asian American ethnic and cultural groups, the work
covers everything from ancient Asian folklore, folktales, and folk practices that have been
transmitted and transformed in America to new expressions of Asian American folklore and folktales
unique to the Asian American historical and contemporary experiences. The encyclopedia's three
comprehensive volumes cover an extraordinarily wide range of Asian American cultural and ethnic
groups, as well as mixed-race and mixed-heritage Asian Americans. Each group section is introduced
by a historical overview essay followed by short entries on topics such as ghosts and spirits, clothes
and jewelry, arts and crafts, home decorations, family and community, religious practices, rituals,
holidays, music, foodways, literature, traditional healing and medicine, and much, much more.



Topics and theories are examined from crosscultural and interdisciplinary perspectives to add to the
value of the work.

chinese american identity book: Asian American Fiction After 1965 Christopher T. Fan,
2024-04-23 After the 1965 Immigration and Nationality Act loosened discriminatory restrictions,
people from Northeast Asian countries such as South Korea, Taiwan, Japan, and eventually China
immigrated to the United States in large numbers. Highly skilled Asian immigrants flocked to
professional-managerial occupations, especially in science, technology, engineering, and math. Asian
American literature is now overwhelmingly defined by this generation’s children, who often
struggled with parental and social expectations that they would pursue lucrative careers on their
way to becoming writers. Christopher T. Fan offers a new way to understand Asian American fiction
through the lens of the class and race formations that shaped its authors both in the United States
and in Northeast Asia. In readings of writers including Ted Chiang, Chang-rae Lee, Ken Liu, Ling
Ma, Ruth Ozeki, Kathy Wang, and Charles Yu, he examines how Asian American fiction maps the
immigrant narrative of intergenerational conflict onto the “two cultures” conflict between the arts
and sciences. Fan argues that the self-consciousness found in these writers’ works is a legacy of
Japanese and American modernization projects that emphasized technical and scientific skills in
service of rapid industrialization. He considers Asian American writers’ attraction to science fiction,
the figure of the engineer and notions of the “postracial,” modernization theory and time travel, and
what happens when the dream of a stable professional identity encounters the realities of
deprofessionalization and proletarianization. Through a transnational and historical-materialist
approach, this groundbreaking book illuminates what makes texts and authors “Asian American.”

chinese american identity book: Asian American Culture Lan Dong, 2016-03-14 Providing
comprehensive coverage of a variety of Asian American cultural forms, including folk tradition,
literature, religion, education, politics, sports, and popular culture, this two-volume work is an ideal
resource for students and general readers that reveals the historical, regional, and ethnic diversity
within specific traditions. An invaluable reference for school and public libraries as well as academic
libraries at colleges and universities, this two-volume encyclopedia provides comprehensive
coverage of a variety of Asian American cultural forms that enables readers to understand the
history, complexity, and contemporary practices in Asian American culture. The contributed entries
address the diversity of a group comprising people with geographically discrete origins in the Far
East, Southeast Asia, and the Indian subcontinent, identifying the rich variations across the category
of Asian American culture that are key to understanding specific cultural expressions while also
pointing out some commonalities. Entries are organized alphabetically and cover topics in the arts;
education and politics; family and community; gender and sexuality; history and immigration;
holidays, festivals, and folk tradition; literature and culture; media, sports, and popular culture; and
religion, belief, and spirituality. Entries also broadly cover Asian American origins and history,
regional practices and traditions, contemporary culture, and art and other forms of shared
expression. Accompanying sidebars throughout serve to highlight key individuals, major events, and
significant artifacts and allow readers to better appreciate the Asian American experience.

chinese american identity book: Identities in Motion Peter X Feng, 2002-08-14 Considers
questions of Asian American Identity and issues of homeland and home in Asian American film.
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THE 10 BEST Chinese Restaurants in Dubai (Updated 2025) Due to safety risks in parts of this
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