
central america geopolitics resources

central america geopolitics resources play a pivotal role in shaping the region's economic, political, and social
landscapes. The strategic location of Central America, bridging North and South America, combined with its
abundant natural resources, makes it a significant player in global geopolitics. This article explores the
intricate relationship between Central America's geopolitical dynamics and its resource wealth, including
natural resources such as minerals, agricultural products, and energy reserves. Understanding these factors
is essential to grasp the challenges and opportunities faced by countries in the region. Additionally, the role
of external powers, regional cooperation, and conflicts over resource control will be examined. The analysis
also covers how Central America's resources influence international trade routes, environmental policies,
and regional stability. The article is structured to provide a comprehensive overview of these
interconnected themes, offering insights into the complexities of Central America geopolitics resources.
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Future Prospects for Central America’s Geopolitics and Resources

Geopolitical Significance of Central America
Central America's geopolitical importance stems from its unique position as a land bridge connecting the
Americas and its proximity to major global maritime routes. This region includes seven countries—Belize,
Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, and Panama—each contributing to the area's
overall strategic value. The Panama Canal, one of the world's most critical waterways, enhances the
region's geopolitical weight by facilitating international trade and military movement.

Strategic Location and Trade Routes
The geographical positioning of Central America allows it to serve as a vital corridor for commerce and
transportation between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. The Panama Canal, in particular, acts as a linchpin



in global logistics, reducing shipping times and costs significantly. This strategic transit route attracts
considerable international interest from powerful nations and multinational corporations.

Political Alliances and Regional Cooperation
Central American countries have formed various regional organizations aimed at fostering cooperation and
collective security, including the Central American Integration System (SICA). These alliances help address
shared challenges such as economic development, migration, and security threats. Geopolitical collaboration
is often influenced by resource management and economic interdependence, which are crucial for regional
stability.

Natural Resources and Economic Impact
Central America is rich in diverse natural resources that significantly influence its economic landscape and
geopolitical relations. These include fertile agricultural lands, abundant freshwater sources, minerals, and
renewable energy potential. The effective management and exploitation of these resources are central to
economic growth and geopolitical leverage.

Agricultural Resources
Agriculture remains a backbone of many Central American economies, with key exports such as coffee,
bananas, sugar, and palm oil. These products not only drive export revenues but also shape land use, labor
markets, and social structures within the region. Agricultural wealth attracts foreign investment and plays
a role in trade agreements and geopolitical negotiations.

Mineral and Energy Resources
Central America possesses significant mineral deposits, including gold, silver, copper, and zinc, which are
vital for the global supply chain. Moreover, the region's potential for renewable energy—such as
hydroelectric, geothermal, and wind power—is considerable. Energy resources contribute to national
security and economic independence, influencing regional power dynamics.

Gold, silver, and copper mining operations

Hydroelectric dams and geothermal plants

Fisheries and marine resources along the coasts



Timber and forest resources

Regional Conflicts and Resource Control
Resource wealth in Central America has historically been a source of conflict and tension, both within and
between states. Disputes over land, water rights, and resource extraction have led to social unrest, political
instability, and environmental degradation. Understanding these conflicts is essential to grasp the
geopolitical challenges of the region.

Land and Water Disputes
Competition over fertile land and freshwater resources has fueled conflicts among indigenous communities,
agribusiness interests, and governments. These disputes often intersect with broader issues of poverty,
governance, and human rights, complicating resolution efforts and impacting regional security.

Impact of Illegal Activities
Illegal logging, mining, and drug trafficking exploit Central America's resource wealth, exacerbating
instability and undermining state authority. These illicit activities not only degrade the environment but
also contribute to corruption and violence, influencing geopolitical dynamics at local and international
levels.

Influence of External Powers
Central America's geopolitical landscape is heavily influenced by external powers seeking to secure access
to its resources and strategic locations. Major global actors such as the United States, China, and the European
Union have vested interests in the region, shaping economic policies, security arrangements, and
diplomatic relations.

United States Involvement
The United States has historically maintained a significant presence in Central America due to its
geopolitical interests, particularly concerning the Panama Canal and regional security. U.S. foreign aid, trade
agreements, and military cooperation reflect its ongoing role in shaping Central American geopolitics and
resource management.



China’s Growing Presence
China’s expanding influence is evident through investments in infrastructure, energy projects, and trade
partnerships. By leveraging financial aid and development programs, China aims to secure access to Central
America's resources and strategic ports, impacting the regional balance of power.

Environmental Concerns and Sustainable Development
The exploitation of Central America's natural resources has raised significant environmental concerns,
including deforestation, biodiversity loss, and water pollution. Sustainable development initiatives are
critical to balancing economic growth with environmental preservation and social equity.

Deforestation and Biodiversity Loss
Large-scale agriculture, logging, and mining have led to extensive deforestation, threatening the region’s
rich biodiversity. Conservation efforts and international cooperation seek to mitigate these impacts, though
challenges persist due to economic pressures and governance issues.

Renewable Energy and Climate Initiatives
Central America is increasingly investing in renewable energy projects to reduce reliance on fossil fuels
and address climate change. Regional commitments to sustainability influence geopolitical relations by
promoting green technologies and attracting environmentally conscious investments.

Future Prospects for Central America’s Geopolitics and Resources
The future of Central America geopolitics resources is shaped by evolving global trends, domestic reforms,
and regional cooperation efforts. Enhancing resource governance, investing in sustainable development,
and managing external influences will be crucial for long-term stability and prosperity.

Challenges and Opportunities
Key challenges include addressing corruption, improving infrastructure, and resolving social conflicts
linked to resource distribution. However, opportunities exist through technological innovation, regional
integration, and expanding markets that can promote inclusive growth and geopolitical resilience.



Role of Regional Integration
Strengthening regional institutions and cooperation mechanisms offers a pathway to effectively manage
shared resources and geopolitical challenges. Collaborative frameworks can enhance security,
environmental stewardship, and economic development across Central America.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key natural resources influencing geopolitics in Central
America?
Key natural resources in Central America influencing geopolitics include oil, natural gas, minerals (such as
gold and silver), timber, and fertile agricultural land. These resources affect regional alliances and foreign
investments.

How does the Panama Canal impact geopolitical dynamics in Central
America?
The Panama Canal is a strategic maritime route that significantly influences Central America's geopolitics
by facilitating global trade. Control and security of the canal are crucial for regional powers and external
actors like the U.S. and China.

What role does water resource management play in Central American
geopolitics?
Water resource management is critical in Central America due to uneven distribution and increasing
demand. Conflicts over water rights can strain relations between countries, affect agriculture, and influence
migration patterns.

How are China’s investments affecting Central American geopolitics?
China's growing investments in infrastructure, energy, and ports in Central America are reshaping
geopolitical alliances, often challenging traditional U.S. influence in the region and creating new economic
dependencies.

What is the geopolitical significance of Central America's biodiversity and
environmental resources?
Central America's rich biodiversity and environmental resources are geopolitically significant as they
attract international conservation efforts, influence tourism economies, and require cooperative regional



policies to address environmental challenges.

How do migration issues relate to geopolitics and resource distribution in
Central America?
Migration from Central America is linked to resource scarcity, economic inequality, and political instability.
These factors create geopolitical challenges both within the region and for neighboring countries,
particularly the United States.

What impact do regional trade agreements have on the geopolitics of
Central American resources?
Regional trade agreements like CAFTA-DR affect the geopolitics of Central American resources by
promoting economic integration, influencing resource exploitation patterns, and shaping the balance of
power among member states and external partners.

Additional Resources
1. Central America and the Geopolitics of Resources
This book provides an in-depth analysis of how natural resources like minerals, oil, and agricultural
products have shaped the political landscape of Central America. It explores the historical context of
resource exploitation and its influence on regional conflicts and alliances. The author examines the role of
foreign powers and multinational corporations in the region’s resource politics.

2. Geopolitical Dynamics in Central America: Power, Resources, and Regional Stability
Focusing on the interplay between resource wealth and political power, this book discusses the challenges
Central American countries face in managing their natural resources. It highlights the impact of resource
distribution on internal governance and regional cooperation. The text also covers environmental concerns
and sustainable development in the context of geopolitics.

3. Natural Resources and Political Conflict in Central America
This volume investigates the link between resource abundance and political instability, demonstrating how
competition over resources has led to conflicts and social unrest. Case studies from countries such as
Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua illustrate the complex relationships between resource control and state
power. The book also offers policy recommendations to mitigate resource-driven conflicts.

4. Central America’s Resource Frontier: Economic Growth and Geopolitical Strategies
Analyzing Central America’s resource sectors as engines of economic growth, this book discusses how
resource exploitation influences geopolitical strategies within and beyond the region. It addresses the roles
of international trade agreements, foreign investment, and regional integration efforts. The author also
considers the environmental and social implications of resource development.



5. The Political Economy of Resources in Central America
This work delves into the economic and political factors that shape resource management in Central
America. It explains how resource wealth affects governance, corruption, and inequality in the region. The
book incorporates theoretical frameworks alongside empirical data to provide a comprehensive
understanding of resource politics.

6. Water, Land, and Power: Resource Conflicts in Central America
Focusing specifically on water and land resources, this book explores their central role in Central American
geopolitics. It discusses the struggles over access and control of these critical resources among indigenous
communities, governments, and private interests. The book also highlights the environmental challenges
and policy responses related to resource conflicts.

7. Energy Resources and Geopolitical Challenges in Central America
This title covers the energy sector in Central America, including oil, hydroelectric power, and renewable
energy sources. It examines how energy resources influence regional cooperation, economic development,
and international relations. The author evaluates the geopolitical risks and opportunities associated with
energy resource management.

8. Resource Extraction and Indigenous Rights in Central America
Highlighting the intersection of resource geopolitics and indigenous communities, this book investigates
how resource extraction projects affect indigenous lands and rights. It provides case studies of resistance,
negotiation, and policy development aimed at protecting indigenous interests. The book emphasizes the
importance of inclusive governance in resource management.

9. Foreign Influence and Resource Politics in Central America
This book analyzes the role of foreign governments and multinational corporations in Central America’s
resource sectors. It discusses how external actors shape resource policies, economic dependencies, and
geopolitical alignments. The text also explores the implications of foreign involvement for national
sovereignty and regional stability.
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Find other PDF articles:
https://dev.littleadventures.com/archive-gacor2-02/pdf?ID=pfA09-4452&title=anthropology-origins-e
book

  central america geopolitics resources: The United States and Central America Mark B.
Rosenberg, Luis G. Solis, 2012-09-10 This book is a concise overview of the recent history of
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this region since the end of the Cold War. The volume considers economic relations between the two
regions, presenting pertinent information on the Central American Free Trade Agreement (CAFTA).
It also looks at political issues such as military cooperation, security issues, the drug trade and
organized crime, democracy in the region, and migration. Finally, it concludes with an assessment of
the direction US-Central American relations are taking at present, moving beyond the
black-and-white challenges of Soviet domination in the region to address post-9/11 security
concerns. The United States and Central America will be of interest to students and scholars of
foreign policy, Latin American politics and politics and international relations in general.
  central america geopolitics resources: Understanding Central America John A. Booth,
Christine J. Wade, Thomas W. Walker, 2020-01-24 In this seventh edition, John A. Booth, Christine J.
Wade, and Thomas W. Walker update a classic in the field which invites students to explore the
histories, economies, and politics of Costa Rica, Nicaragua, El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras.
Covering the region's political and economic development from the early 1800s onward, the authors
bring the Central American story up to date. New to the 7th Edition: Analysis of trends in human
rights performance, political violence, and evolution of regime types; Updated findings from surveys
to examine levels of political participation and support for democratic norms among Central
Americans; Historical and current-era material on indigenous peoples and other racial minorities;
Discussion of popular attitudes toward political rights for homosexuals, and LGBTQ access to public
services; Discussion of women’s rights and access to reproductive health services, and women’s
integration into elective offices; Tracing evolving party systems, national elections, and US policy
toward the region under the Obama and Trump administrations; Central America’s international
concerns including Venezuela’s shrinking role as an alternative source of foreign aid and antagonist
to US policy in the region, and migration among and through Central American nations.
Understanding Central America is an ideal text for all students of Latin American politics and is
highly recommended for courses on Central American politics, social systems, and history.
  central america geopolitics resources: Revolution In Central America Stanford Central
America Action Network, 2019-06-12 Central America, though affected for decades by profound
socioeconomic transformations, has been more or less quiescent politically. The sudden eruption of
revolutionary turmoil in the region, as seen in recent events in Nicaragua, El Salvador, and
Guatemala, has shattered the political status quo and cast Central America into the U.S. foreign poli
  central america geopolitics resources: Geopolitics of Energy in Central Asia
Ramakrushna Pradhan, 2020-12-23 This book focuses on the geopolitics of Central Asia which has
emerged as the new fertile ground for oil and energy resources. It analyses the scramble for energy
and control over the region by many nations and their diplomatic manoeuvrings to ensure energy
sufficiency and economic growth. The book provides a quantitative analysis of the Central Asian
energy potential and offers an understanding of the unique position that each country occupies in
the geopolitics of oil and energy in the region. It looks at aggressive foreign policies by countries like
the US, China, the European Union, Japan, Israel, Iran and Pakistan, focusing primarily on India’s
position and strategies in the region within the new great game. The book further examines the
dynamics between Central Asia and India and India’s policies for geopolitical engagement and
diversification of energy sources. This volume will be of interest to researchers and students of
political studies, international relations, economics, sociology, and Asian studies. It will also be
useful for policymakers and professionals working in the field of energy security and geo-economics.
  central america geopolitics resources: Geopolitical Landscapes of Donald Trump Carlos
Heredia-Zubieta, 2022-10-14 Geopolitical Landscapes of Donald Trump examines the role that local
actors in Mexico, Central America and the United States have played in shaping the
Mexico-Guatemala transborder region. From governments to business and organized crime, scholars
from both Mexico and the United States introduce a sophisticated approach beyond diplomatic
communiqués to tell the story of how Mexico became the wall that Donald Trump promised to build.
This is a story of how governments defended their sovereignty in their discourse, only to pave the
way for punitive policies that hurt their fellow citizens. The inequalities brought by the extractive



economy, the homicides and displacement wrought by the systemic violence, the exodus pushed by
environmental degradation and the political crisis generated by economic, political, and military
elites need to be addressed to make the transborder region livable for its own population.
Geopolitical Landscapes of Donald Trump will be of interest to scholars and students of international
relations and Latin American Studies. It will also be of interest to policymakers, practitioners, and
general readers who are following US-Mexico and US-Central America relations.
  central america geopolitics resources: The Geopolitics of Resource Wars Philippe Le Billon,
2017-09-19 This new book provides fresh and in-depth perspectives on so-called 'resource wars'.
Highlighting the multiple forms of violence accompanying the history of resources exploitation,
business practices supporting predatory regimes, insurgent groups and terrorists, this is an
authoritative guide to the struggle for control of the world's resources. It includes key conceptual
chapters and covers a wide range of case studies including: * the geopolitics of oil control in the
Middle East, Central Asia and Columbia, * spaces of governance and 'petro-violence' in Nigeria *
'blood diamonds' and other minerals associated with conflicts in Sierra Leone and the Congo. This
book was previously published as a special issue of the journal Geopolitics.
  central america geopolitics resources: The Dynamics Of Latin American Foreign Policies
Jennie K Lincoln, Elizabeth G Ferris, 2019-07-11 A sequel to Latin American Foreign Policies: Global
and Regional Dimensions (Westview, 1981), this collection of original essays presents a
comprehensive view of the principal foreign policy issues of the nations of Latin America and lays
the foundation for understanding the challenges facing those nations in the 1980s. The book begins
with an introduction to the major themes of conflict and cooperation in Latin American foreign
policies, an overview of U.S.-Latin American relations, and an assessment of contemporary research
in the field. The authors then analyze the economic challenges, regional conflicts, and security
concerns of the nations of South and Central America, with case studies of the foreign policies of
Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Peru, Venezuela, Colombia, Mexico, Nicaragua, and Cuba. A concluding
section suggests future directions for research on Latin American foreign policies in the 1980s and
offers a theoretical framework for the analysis of foreign policy behavior in the region.
  central america geopolitics resources: Socioeconomic and Geopolitical Aspects of
Global Climate Change Leonidas Osvaldo Girardin, 2024-03-21 This book discusses climate
change from an academic point of view centered on and from Latin America. Although climate
change is a global issue, there has been a notable lack of input from the Latin American perspective,
which means that many Latin American intellectuals often bring ideas, tools and potential solutions
proposed by external, international research centers or organizations to the region. This book
embraces a Latin American viewpoint to critically engage the problem and many of the concepts
used in the analysis of climate change. The text emphasizes heterogeneity as an essential factor that
cannot be absent in the analysis of how to understand and face the challenges posed by climate
change. This heterogeneity refers not only to the magnitude of the impact that different regions will
experience (including in their productive activities, ecosystems and social groups), but also to their
contexts and capacities. Different countries' and regions' historical accumulated emissions—the
primary cause of the current atmospheric concentrations of greenhouse gases—can inform current
responsibilities, and their diverse productive structures will also contribute to different baselines in
energy, agriculture and other sectors. Asymmetries in economic, technological and political
capacities to face climate-related challenges will influence the social and economic costs of potential
adaptation and mitigation measures. Using this conceptual approach, the book focuses on some of
the main climate change-linked impacts expected in the region, such as effects on semi-arid
ecosystems, and feasible, sector-specific adaptation measures. Furthermore, it contextualizes
mitigation measures that appear on the international agenda (including the utilization of economic
instruments to flexibilize the fulfillment of climate commitments) in the Latin American region.
Socioeconomic and Geopolitical Aspects of Global Climate Change: An Intersectorial Vision from the
South of the South offers socioeconomic and geopolitical analysis from the perspective of a region
that is going to suffer impacts disproportionately greater than its historical and current



responsibility in triggering this global environmental threat.
  central america geopolitics resources: Contesting Trade in Central America Rose J.
Spalding, 2014-04-15 In 2004, the United States, five Central American countries, and the
Dominican Republic signed the Central American Free Trade Agreement (CAFTA), signaling the
region’s commitment to a neoliberal economic model. For many, however, neoliberalism had lost its
luster as the new century dawned, and resistance movements began to gather force. Contesting
Trade in Central America is the first book-length study of the debate over CAFTA, tracing the
agreement’s drafting, its passage, and its aftermath across Central America. Rose J. Spalding draws
on nearly two hundred interviews with representatives from government, business, civil society, and
social movements to analyze the relationship between the advance of free market reform in Central
America and the parallel rise of resistance movements. She views this dynamic through the lens of
Karl Polanyi’s “double movement” theory, which posits that significant shifts toward market
economics will trigger oppositional, self-protective social countermovements. Examining the
negotiations, political dynamics, and agents involved in the passage of CAFTA in Costa Rica, El
Salvador, and Nicaragua, Spalding argues that CAFTA served as a high-profile symbol against which
Central American oppositions could rally. Ultimately, she writes, post-neoliberal reform “involves not
just the design of appropriate policy mixes and sequences, but also the hard work of building
sustainable and inclusive political coalitions, ones that prioritize the quality of social bonds over raw
economic freedom.”
  central america geopolitics resources: A Political Geography of Latin America Jonathan R.
Barton, 2002-11-01 The nation-states and peoples of South and Central America, Cuba, Haiti and the
Dominican Republic, that together form the political geographical region of Latin America,
encompass a wide range of societies, politics and economies. This text exposes the differences
between places, regions and countries, individuals and societies, offering an invaluable insight into
the themes of political and economic development, and provides a guide to understanding power and
space relations. From the Antarctic to the tropical jungles, the coastal communities to the highland
villages, the mega-cities to isolated rural existence, the political geographies of lives, localities, cities
and rurality are too sophisticated to be subjected to generalizations. Adopting a critical human
geography perspective, Jonathon Barton provides an understanding of similarities, difference and
sophisticated human geographies.
  central america geopolitics resources: Health and Social Services Among International
Labor Migrants Antonio Ugalde, Gilberto Cardenas, University of Texas at Austin. Center for
Mexican American Studies, 1997 The contributors to this volume, representing a wide variety of
disciplines (including medicine, social work, political science, sociology, anthropology, psychology,
and biology), are in agreement that the health and human services offered in industrial nations are
generally monocultural, and not well suited for migrants from other cultures. One article even
arrives at the disquieting conclusion that the mental health services offered to immigrants not only
do not respond to their needs, but rather serve to reinforce negative perceptions regarding
immigrants from third-world countries. This book represents a timely and urgently needed
contribution to the discourse on health services for migrants. It demonstrates that the issues and
problems of immigration in the United States and Europe have many commonalities, and that much
can be learned from examining the experiences, successes, and failures of both.
  central america geopolitics resources: Power Dynamics and Regional Security in Latin
America Marcial A.G. Suarez, Rafael Duarte Villa, Brigitte Weiffen, 2017-07-25 This volume
explores the repercussions of a changing world order on regional security in Latin America. It
examines how global and regional power shifts impact on the evolution of regional institutions as
well as on state policies adopted in response to regional security challenges such as border conflicts,
political instability, migration, drug-trafficking, organized crime, and terrorism. Contributions to this
volume analyze the topic from three angles: power dynamics and its effects on regional security
governance; the contribution of regional institutions to the management of security challenges; and
the impact of power dynamics on states’ shifting security priorities. Written by specialists from



Brazil, Argentina, Colombia, Mexico, the United States and Europe, the chapters weave theory and
case studies to provide a rich description of the impact of power and politics on regional security in
Latin America. This book is an invaluable resource for students, scholars and practitioners
interested in Latin American politics, regional cooperation, and war and conflict studies, as well as
international security and international relations in general.
  central america geopolitics resources: Geopolitics Bert Chapman, 2011-04-07 This concise
introduction to the growth and evolution of geopolitics as a discipline includes biographical
information on its leading historical and contemporary practitioners and detailed analysis of its
literature. An important book on a topic that has been neglected for too long, Geopolitics: A Guide to
the Issues will provide readers with an enhanced understanding of how geography influences
personal, national, and international economics, politics, and security. The work begins with the
history of geopolitics from the late 19th century to the present, then discusses the intellectual
renaissance the discipline is experiencing today due to the prevalence of international security
threats involving territorial, airborne, space-based, and waterborne possession and acquisition. The
book emphasizes current and emerging international geopolitical trends, examining how the U.S.
and other countries, including Australia, Brazil, China, India, and Russia, are integrating geopolitics
into national security planning. It profiles international geopolitical scholars and their work, and it
analyzes emerging academic, military, and governmental literature, including gray literature and
social networking technologies, such as blogs and Twitter.
  central america geopolitics resources: Geopolitics and Conflict in South America Jack
Child, 1985
  central america geopolitics resources: National Security and United States Policy Toward
Latin America Lars Schoultz, 2014-07-14 Lars Schoultz proposes a way for all those interested in
U.S. foreign policy fully to appreciate the terms of the present debate. To understand U.S. policy in
Latin America, he contends, one must critically examine the deeply held beliefs of U.S. policy makers
about what Latin America means to U.S. national security. Originally published in 1987. The
Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These
editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable
paperback and hardcover editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase
access to the rich scholarly heritage found in the thousands of books published by Princeton
University Press since its founding in 1905.
  central america geopolitics resources: Geopolitics and the Great Powers in the 21st
Century C. Dale Walton, 2007-06-11 This book argues that in the twenty-first century Eastern
Eurasia will replace Europe as the theatre of decision in international affairs, and that this new
geographic and cultural context will have a strong influence on the future of world affairs. For half a
millennium, the great powers have practised what might be called ‘world politics’, yet during that
time Europe, and small portions of the Near East and North Africa strategically vital to Europe, were
the ‘centres of gravity’ in international politics. This book argues that the ‘unipolar moment’ of the
post-Cold War era will not be replaced by a US-China ‘Cold War’, but rather by a long period of
multipolarity in the twenty-first century. Examining the policy goals and possible military-political
strategies of several powers, this study explains how Washington may play a key role in eastern
Eurasian affairs if it can learn to operate in a very different political context. Dale Walton also
considers the rapid pace of technological change and how it will impact on great power politics.
Considering India, China, the US, Russia, Japan, and other countries as part of a multipolar system,
he addresses the central questions that will drive US policy in the coming decades. Geopolitics and
the Great Powers in the 21st Century will be of interest to students of international security, military
history, geopolitics, and international relations.
  central america geopolitics resources: Controlling Latin American Conflicts Michael A.
Morris, 2019-03-04 Latin America remains a turbulent region, characterized by conflict and
increased militarization, despite the existence of regional juridical mechanisms for controlling



disputes. In this book, scholars from both Latin and North America collaborate in presenting ten
original approaches to containing and resolving conflict in the region. Stressing the need to closely
link contemporary approaches to conflict management with the Latin American legalistic tradition,
they examine a broad scope of mechanisms ranging from confidence-building measures to arms
control agreements. This book is the first systematic attempt to survey arms control and to generate
approaches for controlling conflicts in Latin America. Ten original approaches to containing and
resolving conflict in Latin America are developed in the successive chapters of this volume.
  central america geopolitics resources: Governance, Natural Resources and
Post-Conflict Peacebuilding Carl Bruch, Carroll Muffett, Sandra Nichols, 2016-04-07 When the
guns are silenced, those who have survived armed conflict need food, water, shelter, the means to
earn a living, and the promise of safety and a return to civil order. Meeting these needs while
sustaining peace requires more than simply having governmental structures in place; it requires
good governance. Natural resources are essential to sustaining people and peace in post-conflict
countries, but governance failures often jeopardize such efforts. This book examines the theory,
practice, and often surprising realities of post-conflict governance, natural resource management,
and peacebuilding in fifty conflict-affected countries and territories. It includes thirty-nine chapters
written by more than seventy researchers, diplomats, military personnel, and practitioners from
governmental, intergovernmental, and nongovernmental organizations. The book highlights the
mutually reinforcing relationship between natural resource management and good governance.
Natural resource management is crucial to rebuilding governance and the rule of law, combating
corruption, improving transparency and accountability, engaging disenfranchised populations, and
building confidence after conflict. At the same time, good governance is essential for ensuring that
natural resource management can meet immediate needs for post-conflict stability and development,
while simultaneously laying the foundation for a sustainable peace. Drawing on analyses of the close
relationship between governance and natural resource management, the book explores lessons from
past conflicts and ongoing reconstruction efforts; illustrates how those lessons may be applied to the
formulation and implementation of more effective governance initiatives; and presents an emerging
theoretical and practical framework for policy makers, researchers, practitioners, and students.
Governance, Natural Resources, and Post-Conflict Peacebuilding is part of a global initiative to
identify and analyze lessons in post-conflict peacebuilding and natural resource management. The
project has generated six books of case studies and analyses, with contributions from practitioners,
policy makers, and researchers. Other books in this series address high-value resources, land, water,
livelihoods, and assessing and restoring natural resources.
  central america geopolitics resources: The Central American Security System Peter
Calvert, 1988 This study, arising from the Ford Foundation Southampton project on North-South
security relations, focuses on the concept of security in Central America and the Caribbean, and on
perceptions by states in the region of the rival claims of political independence, economic well-being,
national security and regional stability. The Central American region is of particular interest because
of the range it displays of crisis-management regimes and crisis-control techniques; it also provides
an illuminating example of the contemporary interaction of East-West and North-South relations.
Specific case studies are combined with theoretical analysis in this integrated assessment of the
Central American situation that includes contributions from leading scholars in the UK, United
States and Central America itself.
  central america geopolitics resources: The Ashgate Research Companion to Critical
Geopolitics Merje Kuus, 2016-04-01 Since the late 1980s, critical geopolitics has gone from being a
radical critical perspective on the disciplines of political geography and international relations
theory to becoming a recognised area of research in its own right. Influenced by poststructuralist
concerns with the politics of representation, critical geopolitics considers the ways in which the use
of particular discourses shape political practices. Initially critical geopolitics analysed the practical
geopolitical language of the elites and intellectuals of statecraft. Subsequent iterations have
considered the role that popular representations of the international political world play. As critical



geopolitics has become a more established part of political geography it has attracted ever more
critique: from feminists for its apparent blindness to the embodied effects of geopolitical praxis and
from those who have been uncomfortable about its textual focus, while others have challenged
critical geopolitics to address alternative, resistant forms of geopolitical practice. Again, critical
geopolitics has been reworked to incorporate these challenges and the latest iterations have
encompassed normative agendas, non-representational theory, emotional geographies and affect. It
is against the vibrant backdrop of this intellectual development of critical geopolitics as a
subdiscipline that this Companion is set. Bringing together leading researchers associated with the
different forms of critical geopolitics, this volume produces an overview of its achievements,
limitations, and areas of new and potential future development. The Companion is designed to serve
as a key resource for an interdisciplinary group of scholars and practitioners interested in the
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