
children's wilderness stories
children's wilderness stories capture the imagination of young readers, transporting them into
the heart of nature and adventure. These compelling tales foster a love for exploration, resilience,
and environmental awareness, making them a favorite among families and educators. In this
comprehensive article, we delve into the enchanting world of children's wilderness stories, exploring
their unique features, educational benefits, and popular examples. Readers will gain insights into the
essential elements of these stories, discover how they can influence personal growth, and learn tips
for choosing the best wilderness-themed books for children. The article also examines classic and
modern wilderness adventures, the role of survival and teamwork, and ways these stories nurture
life skills. Whether you are a parent, teacher, or young reader, this guide will help you understand
why children's wilderness stories continue to inspire and empower the next generation.
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Understanding Children's Wilderness Stories

Children's wilderness stories are literary works that center on young protagonists navigating the
challenges and wonders of the natural world. These stories often involve forests, mountains, rivers,
or remote landscapes, where adventure unfolds and characters are tested. Wilderness narratives
invite children to imagine life beyond urban boundaries, encouraging curiosity and respect for
nature. The genre blends adventure, mystery, and educational themes, making it both entertaining
and informative. Through vivid descriptions and relatable characters, children's wilderness stories
create immersive reading experiences that foster lifelong interest in the outdoors.

Origins and Evolution of the Genre

The tradition of wilderness storytelling for children dates back centuries, inspired by folklore, myths,
and real-life exploration. Early examples include tales of survival and discovery, often grounded in



cultural heritage. Over time, the genre has evolved to reflect changing attitudes toward nature,
incorporating environmental awareness and diverse perspectives. Today, children's wilderness
stories range from classic adventures to modern eco-conscious narratives, offering rich, varied
experiences for readers of all ages.

Key Elements of Wilderness Adventures

Successful children's wilderness stories share essential features that create engaging and
memorable tales. These elements combine to produce captivating narratives that resonate with
young readers and support character development.

Setting: Nature as a Character

The wilderness setting is integral to these stories, often acting as a character in its own right.
Mountains, forests, deserts, and lakes provide challenges and opportunities for growth. Nature's
unpredictability fuels suspense and adventure, shaping the plot and influencing the protagonist's
journey.

Protagonists: Young Explorers and Survivors

Child characters in wilderness stories are typically brave, resourceful, and curious. Their
interactions with the environment drive the narrative, encouraging personal growth and resilience.
These protagonists model problem-solving and adaptability, inspiring readers to embrace
challenges.

Conflict and Resolution

Wilderness adventures commonly feature survival challenges, encounters with wildlife, and
overcoming obstacles. These conflicts test the protagonist's skills and determination, leading to
rewarding resolutions that emphasize teamwork, courage, and self-discovery.

Educational Benefits of Wilderness Narratives

Children's wilderness stories offer more than entertainment—they provide valuable educational
opportunities that support academic and personal development.



Environmental Awareness

Wilderness tales teach children about ecosystems, wildlife, and conservation. Through story-driven
exploration, young readers learn to appreciate the complexity and beauty of nature, fostering
environmental stewardship.

Life Skills and Problem-Solving

Survival-themed stories encourage practical skills such as critical thinking, resourcefulness, and
teamwork. Characters demonstrate how to navigate uncertainty, solve problems, and make decisions
under pressure, empowering readers to apply these lessons in real-life situations.

Emotional Intelligence and Empathy

Wilderness narratives often explore themes of friendship, compassion, and overcoming fears. By
witnessing characters face adversity, readers develop empathy and emotional resilience, which are
essential for healthy social and emotional growth.

Improved reading comprehension through engaging plots

Enhanced knowledge of geography and natural sciences

Positive attitudes toward outdoor activities

Stronger self-esteem through relatable characters

Classic Children's Wilderness Stories

Several timeless wilderness stories have shaped the genre, inspiring generations of young readers to
embrace adventure and nature.

Iconic Titles and Authors

Classic examples include "Hatchet" by Gary Paulsen, "My Side of the Mountain" by Jean Craighead
George, and "The Call of the Wild" by Jack London. These stories feature unforgettable journeys of
survival, self-reliance, and discovery in untamed landscapes. The enduring popularity of these books
reflects their universal themes and powerful storytelling.



Influence on Popular Culture

Many classic wilderness stories have been adapted into films, television series, and educational
programs. Their cultural impact extends beyond literature, shaping outdoor education and inspiring
adventure-based learning.

Modern Wilderness Adventures for Young Readers

Contemporary children's wilderness stories address current issues and showcase diverse voices,
reflecting the changing world.

Diversity and Representation

Modern wilderness tales often feature protagonists from various backgrounds, promoting inclusivity
and cultural understanding. These stories highlight different perspectives on nature and adventure,
broadening readers' horizons.

Eco-Conscious Themes

Current wilderness narratives incorporate environmental activism, teaching children about
conservation, climate change, and responsible outdoor practices. By weaving ecological themes into
exciting plots, authors encourage readers to become stewards of the planet.

Survival Skills and Teamwork in Wilderness Tales

Survival is a recurring theme in children's wilderness stories, emphasizing practical skills and the
importance of working together.

Essential Survival Skills Highlighted

Building shelters and finding food

Navigating landscapes and reading maps

Identifying safe plants and animals

Pioneering basic first aid skills



Teamwork and Cooperation

Characters in wilderness stories often succeed through collaboration. Teamwork, communication,
and trust are central to overcoming challenges, teaching young readers the value of community and
collective effort.

Choosing the Best Wilderness Stories for Children

Selecting the right wilderness-themed books fosters a love of reading and the outdoors. Consider
age-appropriateness, diversity, and educational value when choosing stories.

Tips for Parents and Educators

Assess age recommendations and reading levels

Look for stories featuring diverse characters and settings

Prioritize books with strong environmental and moral themes

Encourage discussion about the story's lessons and challenges

Impact of Wilderness Stories on Child Development

Exposure to children's wilderness stories supports holistic development, building confidence,
independence, and a connection to nature. These tales inspire children to explore the outdoors,
develop new skills, and build positive relationships. By engaging with wilderness narratives, young
readers cultivate imagination, resilience, and a lifelong appreciation for adventure and the natural
world.

Questions and Answers About Children's Wilderness Stories

Q: What are children's wilderness stories?
A: Children's wilderness stories are literary works featuring young protagonists who embark on
adventures or face challenges in natural, outdoor settings such as forests, mountains, or deserts.
These stories emphasize exploration, survival, and personal growth.



Q: How do wilderness stories benefit children?
A: Wilderness stories benefit children by promoting environmental awareness, teaching practical life
skills, encouraging problem-solving, and fostering emotional resilience. They also inspire curiosity
and a love for nature.

Q: What are some classic examples of children's wilderness
stories?
A: Classic examples include "Hatchet" by Gary Paulsen, "My Side of the Mountain" by Jean
Craighead George, and "The Call of the Wild" by Jack London. These books are celebrated for their
engaging plots and strong survival themes.

Q: Why is teamwork important in wilderness stories?
A: Teamwork is important in wilderness stories because it demonstrates how characters can
overcome challenges by working together, communicating effectively, and supporting one another.
This teaches children the value of collaboration and trust.

Q: What survival skills are commonly featured in wilderness
stories?
A: Common survival skills include building shelters, finding food and water, reading maps,
identifying safe plants and animals, and basic first aid. These skills are integrated into the narrative
to educate and engage readers.

Q: How can parents choose the best wilderness books for their
children?
A: Parents should consider age-appropriateness, diversity of characters, educational value, and the
presence of positive environmental and moral themes when selecting wilderness books for children.

Q: Do modern wilderness stories address environmental
issues?
A: Yes, many modern wilderness stories incorporate eco-conscious themes such as conservation,
climate change, and responsible outdoor practices to raise awareness and encourage environmental
stewardship.

Q: Can wilderness stories help children develop empathy?
A: Wilderness stories help children develop empathy by presenting characters who face adversity,
build friendships, and demonstrate compassion in challenging situations.



Q: What age group enjoys children's wilderness stories the
most?
A: Children's wilderness stories are enjoyed by a wide age range, typically from early elementary to
middle school. Stories can be tailored to suit younger or older readers based on complexity and
themes.

Q: Are wilderness stories suitable for classroom use?
A: Wilderness stories are highly suitable for classroom use, as they encourage discussion, support
curriculum goals in science and literature, and promote critical thinking and teamwork among
students.
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  children s wilderness stories: The Essential Guide to Children's Books and Their
Creators , Upon publication, Anita Silvey’s comprehensive survey of contemporary children’s
literature, Children’s Books and Their Creators, garnered unanimous praise from librarians,
educators, and specialists interested in the world of writing for children. Now The Essential Guide to
Children’s Books and Their Creators assembles the best of that volume in one handy, affordable
reference, geared specifically to parents, educators, and students. This new volume introduces
readers to the wealth of children’s literature by focusing on the essentials — the best books for
children, the ones that inform, impress, and, most important, excite young readers. Updated to
include newcomers such as J. K. Rowling and Lemony Snicket and to cover the very latest on
publishing and educational trends, this edition features more than 475 entries on the best-loved
children’s authors and illustrators, numerous essays on social and historical issues, thirty personal
glimpses into craft by well-known writers, illustrators, and critics, and invaluable reading lists by
category. The Essential Guide to Children’s Books and Their Creators summarizes the canon of
contemporary children’s literature, in a practical guide essential for anyone choosing a book for or
working with children.
  children s wilderness stories: Children's Literature Barbara Stoodt, 1996
  children s wilderness stories: Children's Books and Their Creators Anita Silvey, 1995
Unique in its coverage of contemporary American children's literature, this timely, single-volume
reference covers the books our children are--or should be--reading now, from board books to young
adult novels. Enriched with dozens of color illustrations and the voices of authors and illustrators
themselves, it is a cornucopia of delight. 23 color, 153 b&w illustrations.
  children s wilderness stories: The Continuum Encyclopedia of Children's Literature
Bernice E. Cullinan, Diane Goetz Person, 2005-01-01 Provides articles covering children's literature
from around the world as well as biographical and critical reviews of authors including Avi, C.S.
Lewis, J.K. Rowling, and Anno Mitsumasa.
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  children s wilderness stories: THE FIRST BOOK OF FAIRY TALES - 26 Illustrated Childrens
Stories raising funds for the BBC’s CHILDREN IN NEED Various, 2018-02-17 This book has
especially been republished to raise funds for the BBC’s Children in Need appeals. This book is
compiled of 26 old, rare and forgotten Fairy Tales and stories taken from books in Abela Publishing’s
series “Folk-Lore, Fairytales, Myths and Legends from Around the World” - a series created to raise
funds for charities and underprivileged individuals. Keeping true to our vision, the intent behind this
compendium is to raise funds for BBC’s Children in Need Appeal. The 26 stories and poems in this
volume raising funds for the appeal are Tom Tit Tot - English King O'toole And His Goose - Irish The
Origin Of Loch Ness - Scottish The Widow And Her Daughters - Scottish Fair, Brown And Trembling
- Irish The Perfidious Vizier - Arabian The Frog's Skin – Rep. of Georgia Turtle-Dove, Sage-Cock And
The Witch - American Indian A Story About A Giant And The Cause Of Thunder – West Africa The
Parrot's Song - Armenian poem The Emperor Tenchi – Japanese poem The Beggar King - Israeli The
Foolish, Timid Rabbit – Jataka Tale Cradle Song – Armenian poem The Charmed Ring - India The
Thirteenth Son Of The King Of Erin - Celtic The Minister Michi-Nobu Fujiwara – Japanese poem The
Monkey’s Fiddle – Kalahari Bushmen The Daughter Of The Rose - Romania The Gypsy And The
Dragon – Bukowina Gypsy How The Sacred Duck Got His Yellow Breast - Tibet The Story Of Gelert -
Wales Why The Kingfisher Always Wears A War Bonnet – American Indian How Sun, Moon, And
Wind Went Out To Dinner - India Twas The Night Before Christmas – Viking Version The Tail - Celtic
The words 'Fairy Tales' must be taken to include tales in which something 'fairy', something
extraordinary occurs -- fairies, giants, dwarfs, speaking animals. One cannot imagine a child saying,
'Tell me a folk-tale', or 'Another nursery tale, please, grandma'. It must also be taken to cover tales
in which something magical happens. Mostly it is the comical stupidity of some of the actors, as is so
common in moral tales. In buying this book you will be giving in more than one way. Once to the
Children in Need appeal and again, to yourself, as you read and enjoy stories not read for many a
year. But should you perchance happen to read these stories to your children, nieces and nephews
or grand-children, you will be giving yet again. 50% of the profit from the sale of this book will be
donated to the appeal. So take some time out and travel back to a period before television, or even
radio for that matter, when families would gather around a crackling and spitting hearth and
granddad or grandma or an uncle or aunt would delight and captivate their audience with stories
passed on to them from their mothers, fathers and grandparents. =============== TAGS:
Folklore, fairy tales, myths, legends, children’s stories, bedtime, fables, lore, Children in Need,
Appeal, Tom Tit Tot, English, King O'toole, Goose, Ireland, Origin Of Loch Ness, Scotland, Widow,
Daughters, Fair, Brown, Trembling, Perfidious Vizier, Arabia, Frog's Skin, Turtle-Dove, Sage-Cock,
Witch, Giant, Cause Of Thunder, West Africa, Parrot's Song, Armenia, Emperor Tenchi, Beggar King,
Jewish, Foolish, Timid Rabbit, Cradle Song, Charmed Ring, Thirteenth Son, King Of Erin, Celtic,
Minister, Fujiwara, Japan, Monkey’s Fiddle, Jataka, Daughter, Rose, Romania, Gypsy, Dragon,
Sacred Duck, Yellow Breast, Tibet, Gelert, wales, Kingfisher, War Bonnet, American Indian, Sun,
Moon, Wind, Out To Dinner, India, Night Before Christmas, Viking, Tail
  children s wilderness stories: Children's Nature Leslie Paris, 2010-05-10 The summer camps
have provided many American children's first experience of community beyond their immediate
family and neighbourhoods. This title chronicles the history of the American summer camp, from its
invention in the late nineteenth century through its rise in the first four decades of the twentieth
century--OCLC.
  children s wilderness stories: Ecological Messages in Indian Children’s Literature Shobha
Ramaswamy, ECOLOGICAL MESSAGES IN INDIAN CHILDREN’S LITERATURE:CONVERSATIONS
WITH THE CREATORS -----Dr.Shobha Ramaswamy Indian writing in English for children and young
adults has come of age, with a plethora of talented and dedicated writers contributing their creative
efforts towards the growth of this new field. The book is based on the author’s interviews with the
creators of English-language fiction for the young in India. Specially selected are those who have a
deep love for nature. Writers, illustrators, publishers, editors and also environmentalists have been
interviewed. The University Grants Commission, New Delhi’s grant of a Major Research Project to



the author made these interviews possible. The galaxy of those interviewed include: Meeting the
Authors • Nilma Sinha • Ira Saxena • Shamim Padamsee • Shobha Tharoor Srinivasan • Benita Sen
• Deepak Dalal • Zai Whitaker • Ranjit Lal • Leela Gour Broome • Sreekumar Varma • Sandhya Rao
• Dr.Graeme Macqueen • Ken Spillman • Anushka Ravishankar • Asha Nehemiah • Harini
Gopanswami Srinivasan • Radha H.S. • Sowmya Rajendran • Niveditha Subramaniam • D.Ronald
Hadrian Views of the Illustrators • Ashok Rajagopalan • Maya Ramaswamy • Priya Kuriyan • Januka
Deshpande What the Editors and Publishers Have to Say • Himanshi Sharma, TERI Books, New
Delhi • Maegan ,Tara Publishers,Chennai • Mala Kumar, Pratham Books, Bangalore • Saraswathy
Rajagopalan, Mango Books, Kochi • Shobha Viswanath,Karadi Tales,Chennai • Mini Krishnan, Editor
,OUP,Chennai. • Sandhya Rao,author and former editor, Tulika,Chennai) Some Suggestions from
Environmentalists • Payal B.Molur (Author and Wildlife Educator) ‘OSAI’ Kalidas, Conservat
  children s wilderness stories: Children's Literature, Domestication, and Social
Foundation Layla AbdelRahim, 2014-12-05 This study of children's literature as knowledge, culture,
and social foundation bridges the gap between science and literature and examines the
interconnectedness of fiction and reality as a two-way road. The book investigates how the civilized
narrative orders experience by means of segregation, domestication, breeding, and extermination,
arguing instead that the stories and narratives of wilderness project chaos and infinite possibilities
for experiencing the world through a diverse community of life. AbdelRahim engages these
narratives in a dialogue with each other and traces their expression in the various disciplines and
books written for both children and adults, analyzing the manifestation of fictional narratives in real
life. This is both an inter- and multi-disciplinary endeavor that is reflected in the combination of
research methods drawn from anthropology and literary studies as well as in the tracing of the
narratives of order and chaos, or civilization and wilderness, in children's literature and our world.
Chapters compare and contrast fictional children's books that offer different real-world
socio-economic paradigms, such as A.A. Milne's Winnie-the-Pooh projecting a civilized
monarcho-capitalist world, Nikolai Nosov's trilogy on The Adventures of Dunno and Friends
presenting the challenges and feats of an anarcho-socialist society in evolution from primitivism
towards technology, and Tove Jansson's Moominbooks depicting the harmony of anarchy, chaos, and
wildness. AbdelRahim examines the construction, transmission, and acquisition of knowledge in
children’s literature by visiting the very nature of literature, culture, and language and the civilized
structures that domesticate the world. She brings radically new perspectives to the knowledge,
culture, and construction of human beings, making an invaluable contribution to a wide range of
disciplines and for those engaged in revolutionizing contemporary debates on the nature of
knowledge, human identity, and the world.
  children s wilderness stories: Landscapes of Hope Brian McCammack, 2017-10-16 Winner
of the Frederick Jackson Turner Award Winner of the George Perkins Marsh Prize Winner of the
John Brinckerhoff Jackson Book Prize “A major work of history that brings together
African-American history and environmental studies in exciting ways.” —Davarian L. Baldwin,
Journal of Interdisciplinary History Between 1915 and 1940, hundreds of thousands of African
Americans left the rural South to begin new lives in the urban North. In Chicago, the black
population quintupled to more than 275,000. Most historians map the integration of southern and
northern black culture by looking at labor, politics, and popular culture. An award-winning
environmental historian, Brian McCammack charts a different course, considering instead how black
Chicagoans forged material and imaginative connections to nature. The first major history to frame
the Great Migration as an environmental experience, Landscapes of Hope takes us to Chicago’s
parks and beaches as well as to the youth camps, vacation resorts, farms, and forests of the rural
Midwest. Situated at the intersection of race and place in American history, it traces the contours of
a black environmental consciousness that runs throughout the African American experience.
“Uncovers the untold history of African Americans’ migration to Chicago as they constructed both
material and immaterial connections to nature.” —Teona Williams, Black Perspectives “A beautifully
written, smart, painstakingly researched account that adds nuance to the growing field of African



American environmental history.” —Colin Fisher, American Historical Review “If in the South nature
was associated with labor, for the inhabitants of the crowded tenements in Chicago, nature
increasingly became a source of leisure.” —Reinier de Graaf, New York Review of Books
  children s wilderness stories: The Story Girl & Its Sequel, The Golden Road (Children's
Classics) Lucy Maud Montgomery, 2017-11-15 The Story Girl is a 1911 novel by L. M. Montgomery.
It narrates the adventures of a group of young cousins and their friends who live in a rural
community on Prince Edward Island, Canada. The book is narrated by Beverley, who together with
his brother Felix, has come to live with his Aunt Janet and Uncle Alec King on their farm while their
father travels for business. The sequel to the book is The Golden Road, written in 1913. When Sara
Stanley, the Story Girl, returns to Carlisle to spend the winter with the King family, she comes up
with a great idea. To help them through the dreary months ahead, she, Felicity, Cecily and Dan will
publish a magazine. Lucy Maud Montgomery (1874 – 1942), was a Canadian author best known for a
series of novels beginning with Anne of Green Gables. Montgomery went on to publish 20 novels as
well as 530 short stories, 500 poems, and 30 essays.
  children s wilderness stories: Resources in Education , 1984
  children s wilderness stories: Ecocritical Perspectives on Children's Texts and Cultures Nina
Goga, Lykke Guanio-Uluru, Bjørg Oddrun Hallås, Aslaug Nyrnes, 2018-06-11 This volume presents
key contributions to the study of ecocriticism in Nordic children’s and YA literary and cultural texts,
in dialogue with international classics. It investigates the extent to which texts for children and
young adults reflect current environmental concerns. The chapters are grouped into five thematic
areas: Ethics and Aesthetics, Landscape, Vegetal, Animal, and Human, and together they explore
Nordic representations and a Nordic conception, or feeling, of nature. The textual analyses are
complemented with the lived experiences of outdoor learning practices in preschools and schools
captured through children’s own statements. The volume highlights the growing influence of
posthumanist theory and the continuing traces of anthropocentric concerns within contemporary
children’s literature and culture, and a non-dualistic understanding of nature-culture interaction is
reflected in the conceptual tool of the volume: The Nature in Culture Matrix.
  children s wilderness stories: Global Perspectives on Death in Children's Literature Lesley D.
Clement, Leyli Jamali, 2015-07-30 This volume visits death in children’s literature from around the
world, making a substantial contribution to the dialogue between the expanding fields of Childhood
Studies, Children’s Literature, and Death Studies. Considering both textual and pictorial
representations of death, contributors focus on the topic of death in children’s literature as a
physical reality, a philosophical concept, a psychologically challenging adjustment, and/or a social
construct. Essays covering literature from the US, Mexico, El Salvador, Guatemala, Canada, the UK,
Sweden, Germany, Poland, Bulgaria, Brazil, Czechoslovakia, the Soviet Union, India, and Iran
display a diverse range of theoretical and cultural perspectives. Carefully organized sections
interrogate how classic texts have been adapted for the twenty-first century, how death has been
politicized, ritualized, or metaphorized, and visual strategies for representing death, and how death
has been represented within the context of play. Asking how different cultures present the concept
of death to children, this volume is the first to bring together a global range of perspective on death
in children’s literature and will be a valuable contribution to an array of disciplines.
  children s wilderness stories: Deconstructing the Hero Margery Hourihan, 2005-08-19 This
book sets out to explore the structure and meanings within the most popular of all literary genres -
the adventure story. Deconstructing the Hero offers analytical readings of some of the most widely
read adventure stories such as Treasure Island , the James Bond stories and Star Wars. The book
describes how adventure stories are influential in shaping children's perception and establishing
values. When many of these stories define non-white, non-European people as inferior, and women
as marginal or incapable, we should be worried about what they are teaching our children to think.
Margery Hourihan shows how teaching children to read books critically can help to prevent the
establishment of negative attitudes, discourage aggression and promote values of emotion and
creativity.



  children s wilderness stories: International Companion Encyclopedia of Children's
Literature Peter Hunt, 2004-08-02 Children's publishing is a huge international industry and there
is ever-growing interest from researchers and students in the genre as cultural object of study and
tool for education and socialization.
  children s wilderness stories: The Early Reader in Children's Literature and Culture Jennifer
Miskec, Annette Wannamaker, 2015-12-22 This is the first volume to consider the popular literary
category of Early Readers – books written and designed for children who are just beginning to read
independently. It argues that Early Readers deserve more scholarly attention and careful thought
because they are, for many younger readers, their first opportunity to engage with a work of
literature on their own, to feel a sense of mastery over a text, and to experience pleasure from the
act of reading independently. Using interdisciplinary approaches that draw upon and synthesize
research being done in education, child psychology, sociology, cultural studies, and children’s
literature, the volume visits Early Readers from a variety of angles: as teaching tools; as cultural
artifacts that shape cultural and individual subjectivity; as mass produced products sold to a niche
market of parents, educators, and young children; and as aesthetic objects, works of literature and
art with specific conventions. Examining the reasons such books are so popular with young readers,
as well as the reasons that some adults challenge and censor them, the volume considers the ways
Early Readers contribute to the construction of younger children as readers, thinkers, consumers,
and as gendered, raced, classed subjects. It also addresses children’s texts that have been translated
and sold around the globe, examining them as part of an increasingly transnational children’s media
culture that may add to or supplant regional, ethnic, and national children’s literatures and cultures.
While this collection focuses mostly on books written in English and often aimed at children living in
the US, it is important to acknowledge that these Early Readers are a major US cultural export,
influencing the reading habits and development of children across the globe.
  children s wilderness stories: Children's Books that Nurture the Spirit Louise Margaret
Granahan, 2003 Children develop in so many ways - physically, intellectually, socially and spiritually.
Story is just one of the ways to foster and support a child's faith development. They can find role
models in the positive characters in literature, and develop empathy for others when they see a
different point of view presented. Children's Books that Nurture the Spirit is an introduction to
quality children's literature for spiritual development. The most current and readily available
children's literature is reviewed by the author. In addition, Granahan suggests ways for leaders to
use and extend the literature.
  children s wilderness stories: Beasts at Bedtime Liam Heneghan, 2018-05-15 “[A] fresh new
look at animal tales, often classic, and how they pertain to the present-day and our often fraught
relationship to our environment.” —Jeff VanderMeer, author of the Southern Reach Trilogy Talking
lions, philosophical bears, very hungry caterpillars, wise spiders, altruistic trees, companionable
moles, urbane elephants: this is the magnificent menagerie that delights our children at bedtime.
Within the entertaining pages of many children’s books, however, also lie profound teachings about
the natural world that can help children develop an educated and engaged appreciation of the
dynamic environment they inhabit. In Beasts at Bedtime, scientist (and father) Liam Heneghan
examines the environmental underpinnings of children’s stories. From Beatrix Potter to Harry
Potter, Heneghan unearths the universal insights into our inextricable relationship with nature that
underlie so many classic children’s stories. Some of the largest environmental challenges in coming
years—from climate instability, the extinction crisis, freshwater depletion, and deforestation—are
likely to become even more severe as this generation of children grows up. Though today’s young
readers will bear the brunt of these environmental calamities, they will also be able to contribute to
environmental solutions if prepared properly. And all it takes is an attentive eye: Heneghan shows
how the nature curriculum is already embedded in bedtime stories, from the earliest board books
like The Rainbow Fish to contemporary young adult classics like The Hunger Games. This book
enthralls as it engages. Beasts at Bedtime will help parents, teachers, and guardians extend those
cozy times curled up together with a good book into a lifetime of caring for our planet. “Beasts at



Bedtime is proof that most kidlit has teachable moments embedded in it.” —Toronto Star
  children s wilderness stories: Talking Animals in British Children's Fiction, 1786–1914
Tess Cosslett, 2017-03-02 In her reappraisal of canonical works such as Black Beauty, Beautiful Joe,
Wind in the Willows, and Peter Rabbit, Tess Cosslett traces how nineteenth-century debates about
the human and animal intersected with, or left their mark on, the venerable genre of the animal
story written for children. Effortlessly applying a range of critical approaches, from Bakhtinian ideas
of the carnivalesque to feminist, postcolonial, and ecocritical theory, she raises important questions
about the construction of the child reader, the qualifications of the implied author, and the
possibilities of children's literature compared with literature written for adults. Perhaps most
crucially, Cosslett examines how the issues of animal speech and animal subjectivity were managed,
at a time when the possession of language and consciousness had become a vital sign of the
difference between humans and animals. Topics of great contemporary concern, such as the relation
of the human and the natural, masculine and feminine, child and adult, are investigated within their
nineteenth-century contexts, making this an important book for nineteenth-century scholars,
children's literature specialists, and historians of science and childhood.
  children s wilderness stories: Plants in Children’s and Young Adult Literature Melanie
Duckworth, Lykke Guanio-Uluru, 2021-11-29 From the forests of the tales of the Brothers Grimm to
Enid Blyton’s The Faraway Tree, from the flowers of Cicely May Barker’s fairies to the treehouse in
Andy Griffith and Terry Denton’s popular 13-Storey Treehouse series, trees and other plants have
been enduring features of stories for children and young adults. Plants act as gateways to other
worlds, as liminal spaces, as markers of permanence and change, and as metonyms of childhood and
adolescence. This anthology is the first compilation devoted entirely to analysis of the representation
of plants in children’s and young adult literatures, reflecting the recent surge of interest in cultural
plant studies within the environmental humanities. Mapping out and presenting an internationally
inclusive view of plant representation in texts for children and young adults, the volume includes
contributions examining European, American, Australian, and Asian literatures and contributes to
the research fields of ecocriticism, critical plant studies, and the study of children’s and young adult
literatures.
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