
ap art history review
ap art history review is essential for any student or educator preparing for
the AP Art History exam or seeking a deeper understanding of global artistic
traditions. This comprehensive guide explores everything from the exam
structure and major content areas to time-tested study strategies and tips
for mastering key concepts. You’ll discover an overview of art historical
periods, influential works, and critical themes, all organized to streamline
your AP Art History review process. Whether you’re aiming to boost your
score, reinforce classroom learning, or simply develop a richer appreciation
for visual culture, this article provides practical insights and expert
advice. We’ll break down the most important skills for success, offer sample
resources and practice ideas, and cover frequently asked questions about AP
Art History preparation. Dive in for a thorough, SEO-optimized resource to
support your AP Art History journey.
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Understanding the AP Art History Exam
The AP Art History exam is designed to assess students’ knowledge of
significant works of art, historical contexts, and stylistic developments
across global cultures. The exam evaluates both factual recall and analytical
skills, making a thorough AP Art History review crucial for success. Students
must demonstrate an ability to identify, analyze, and compare works, as well
as interpret artistic intent and meaning. The exam includes multiple-choice
questions, free-response essays, and image-based prompts that cover a broad
spectrum of periods and styles.

Exam Structure and Format
The AP Art History exam consists of two main sections: multiple-choice and
free-response. The multiple-choice section tests recognition and
understanding of works, artists, and concepts, while the free-response essays



require deeper analysis and synthesis. Students are expected to address
global artistic traditions, including Western, Non-Western, and Indigenous
art forms.

Section I: Multiple Choice – 80 questions (60 minutes)

Section II: Free Response – 6 questions (2 hours)

Content spans prehistoric to contemporary art

Includes visual stimulus and contextual analysis

Key Topics and Themes
To prepare for the AP Art History exam, students must be familiar with major
themes such as artistic intention, patronage, iconography, technique, and
cultural influence. The College Board provides a list of 250 works of art
that form the basis of the curriculum. Mastery of these works and their
contexts is essential for comprehensive review.

Core Content Areas and Artistic Movements
An effective AP Art History review should focus on understanding the
chronological progression of art movements, the evolution of styles, and the
cultural contexts that shaped artistic production. From ancient civilizations
to modern innovations, each period offers unique contributions to the world
of art.

Ancient and Classical Art
Students must review major works from ancient civilizations such as Egypt,
Greece, Rome, and the Near East. These works often embody themes of power,
spirituality, and innovation in materials and techniques.

Egyptian funerary art and monuments

Greek sculpture and architecture

Roman engineering and painting



Medieval and Renaissance Art
Medieval art includes religious mosaics, illuminated manuscripts, and Gothic
architecture. The Renaissance marks a turning point with advancements in
realism, perspective, and humanist ideals. Students should compare the
artistic philosophies and technical achievements of these periods.

Baroque, Rococo, and Neoclassicism
Baroque art is characterized by drama, emotion, and grandeur, while Rococo
introduces playful elegance. Neoclassicism revives classical ideals, focusing
on clarity, order, and restraint. Recognizing the differences and
similarities within these movements is vital for AP Art History review.

Modern and Contemporary Art
Modernism encompasses Impressionism, Cubism, Surrealism, and Abstract
Expressionism, each challenging traditional forms and reflecting societal
change. Contemporary art explores global perspectives, conceptual approaches,
and diverse media. Students must be prepared to analyze works beyond the
Western canon.

Essential Skills for AP Art History Success
AP Art History review is not merely about memorization—it’s about cultivating
analytical and interpretive skills. Students must learn to articulate visual
analysis, historical context, and thematic connections between works.

Visual Analysis
Developing the ability to closely observe and describe images is fundamental.
This includes identifying formal elements such as line, color, shape, and
composition, as well as interpreting symbolism and meaning.

Comparative Analysis
A critical skill for the exam is comparing and contrasting artworks from
different periods, cultures, or styles. Students should practice articulating
similarities and differences in technique, function, and context.

Contextual Understanding
Placing art in historical, social, and political contexts enhances



understanding. This involves recognizing the influence of patronage,
religion, and ideology on artistic production and reception.

Effective Study Strategies and Review Tips
Successful AP Art History review requires a strategic approach. Balancing
content mastery with skill-building ensures comprehensive preparation for the
exam.

Active Note-Taking and Organization
Organize notes by period, style, artist, and key works. Use timelines and
visual aids to reinforce chronological understanding and relationships
between movements.

Practice with Flashcards and Image Quizzes
Flashcards and digital quizzes help reinforce knowledge of artists, titles,
dates, and formal characteristics. Visual recognition is critical for both
multiple-choice and free-response sections.

Create flashcards for all 250 required works

Use online platforms for image-based practice

Test yourself regularly on stylistic traits and historical contexts

Essay Writing and Sample Responses
Practice writing short and long-form essays that address formal analysis,
thematic connections, and contextual factors. Review sample prompts and
scoring guidelines to understand expectations and improve writing skills.

Resources for AP Art History Review
Utilizing a variety of resources enhances understanding and retention.
Quality AP Art History review materials include textbooks, online databases,
practice exams, and video lectures.



Recommended Textbooks and Guides
Standard AP Art History textbooks provide comprehensive coverage of required
works and themes. Supplementary guides offer condensed reviews and practice
questions for efficient study.

“Gardner’s Art Through the Ages”

“The Annotated Mona Lisa”

Official College Board AP Art History Course Description

Online Practice Platforms
Digital platforms offer interactive quizzes, practice exams, and video
tutorials. These tools help reinforce visual identification and analytical
skills, providing instant feedback and targeted review.

Study Groups and Review Sessions
Collaborative study enhances retention and understanding. Join or organize
study groups to discuss difficult concepts, compare notes, and practice essay
writing with peers.

Frequently Asked Questions
The following section addresses common queries about AP Art History review,
exam preparation, and best practices for success.

What are the best strategies for memorizing the 250
required works?
Break down the list by period and region, use flashcards with images and key
facts, and regularly test yourself with image-based quizzes.

How should I approach the free-response section?
Practice writing concise, well-structured essays that address the prompt
directly. Use specific examples and connect artwork to historical, social, or
cultural contexts.



Can I focus only on Western art for the exam?
No. The AP Art History exam covers global traditions, including African,
Asian, Indigenous, and Oceanic art. A balanced review is essential for
success.

How much time should I spend on AP Art History
review?
Consistent, focused study over several months is recommended. Aim for regular
sessions that balance content review, practice exams, and essay writing.

What resources are most effective for AP Art History
review?
Use a combination of textbooks, online platforms, and official practice
materials. Engage in collaborative study for deeper understanding and
retention.

Is visual analysis more important than memorization?
Both are critical. Visual analysis helps with interpretation and comparison,
while memorization ensures familiarity with the required works and artists.

How can I improve my essay writing for AP Art
History?
Review sample prompts, outline responses before writing, and practice
integrating specific examples and contextual evidence into your essays.

What are common mistakes to avoid during AP Art
History review?
Do not neglect non-Western art, skip essay practice, or rely solely on
memorization. Balance your review to develop both content knowledge and
analytical skills.

Are group study sessions helpful for AP Art History?
Yes. Collaborative review promotes discussion, deeper understanding, and
exposure to diverse perspectives on art historical concepts.



How can I stay motivated during AP Art History
review?
Set achievable goals, track your progress, and reward yourself for meeting
study milestones. Engaging with art outside the classroom can also inspire
ongoing interest and motivation.

Ap Art History Review
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approximately 500 works of art, analyzed from a historical perspective. A redesign, planned for
release for the 2015-2016 school year, emphasizes critical analysis of works of art and
understanding of relationships among global artistic traditions. The new curriculum for the AP Art
History course includes fewer works of art, reducing the total number included in the class from 500
to 250 and incorporates a slightly higher percentage of non-Western works of art. While there are
some changes to the overall content and structure of the exam, the skills and focus of the course and
exam are largely unchanged. This review guide is intended to meet the needs of students testing in
2014, 2015, 2016 and beyond. This AP Art History exam cuts through the clutter and eliminates the
fluff found in other study guides. This results in more effective time, which in turn means higher
scores on the test. Includes a FULL LENGTH AP Art History practice test for all concepts!
  ap art history review: AP® Art History Crash Course Book + Online Gayle A. Asch, Matt
Curless, 2016-03-22 REA's Crash Course for the AP® Art History Exam - Gets You a Higher
Advanced Placement® Score in Less Time 2nd Edition - Completely Revised for the New 2016 Exam
Crash Course is perfect for the time-crunched student, the last-minute studier, or anyone who wants
a refresher on the subject. Are you crunched for time? Have you started studying for your Advanced
Placement® Art History exam yet? How will you memorize everything you need to know before the
test? Do you wish there was a fast and easy way to study for the exam AND boost your score? If this
sounds like you, don't panic. REA's Crash Course for AP® Art History is just what you need. Our
Crash Course gives you: Targeted, Focused Review - Study Only What You Need to Know The Crash
Course is based on an in-depth analysis of the new AP® Art History course description outline and
actual AP® test questions. It covers only the information tested on the exam, so you can make the
most of your valuable study time. Written by an AP® Art History teacher, the targeted review
prepares students for the 2016 test by focusing on the new framework concepts and learning
objectives tested on the redesigned AP® Art History exam. Easy-to-read review chapters in outline
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Mediterranean, Europe and the Americas, Asia, Africa, and more. The book also features must-know
Art History terms all AP® students should know before test day. Expert Test-taking Strategies Our
experienced AP® Art History teacher shares detailed question-level strategies and explains the best
way to answer the multiple-choice and free-response questions you'll encounter on test day. By
following our expert tips and advice, you can boost your overall point score! FREE Practice Exam
After studying the material in the Crash Course, go to the online REA Study Center and test what
you've learned. Our free practice exam features timed testing, detailed explanations of answers, and
automatic scoring analysis. The exam is balanced to include every topic and type of question found
on the actual AP® exam, so you know you're studying the smart way. Whether you're cramming for
the test at the last minute, looking for extra review, or want to study on your own in preparation for
the exams - this is the study guide every AP® Art History student must have. When it's crucial
crunch time and your Advanced Placement® exam is just around the corner, you need REA's Crash
Course for AP® Art History!
  ap art history review: AP Art History Frank Chmiel, Larry Krieger, 2009 Offers an art history
review, two full-length practice exams with detailed explanations, and over four hundred art images
on the accompanying CD-ROM.
  ap art history review: AP Art History 2015 AP Art History Team, 2014-06-04 Including 3 full
length exams, structured and styled exactly like what you will find on the real test, this study guide
is designed to increase and maximize scores for any student regardless of current subject knowledge
and skills. The current AP Art History exam includes approximately 500 works of art, analyzed from
a historical perspective. The redesigned exam released for the 2015-2016 school year, emphasizes
critical analysis of works of art and understanding of relationships among global artistic traditions.
The new curriculum for the AP Art History course includes fewer works of art, reducing the total
number included in the class from 500 to 250 and incorporates a slightly higher percentage of
non-Western works of art. While there are some changes to the overall content and structure of the
exam, the skills and focus of the course and exam are largely unchanged. This review guide is
intended to meet the needs of students testing in 2014, 2015, 2016 and beyond. This AP Art History
exam cuts through the clutter and eliminates the fluff found in other study guides. This results in
more effective time, which in turn means higher scores on the test. Includes 3 FULL LENGTH AP Art
History practice test for all concepts!
  ap art history review: The Saturday Review of Politics, Literature, Science and Art , 1859
  ap art history review: Drawing Theories Apart David Kaiser, 2009-11-15 Winner of the 2007
Pfizer Prize from the History of Science Society. Feynman diagrams have revolutionized nearly every
aspect of theoretical physics since the middle of the twentieth century. Introduced by the American
physicist Richard Feynman (1918-88) soon after World War II as a means of simplifying lengthy
calculations in quantum electrodynamics, they soon gained adherents in many branches of the
discipline. Yet as new physicists adopted the tiny line drawings, they also adapted the diagrams and
introduced their own interpretations. Drawing Theories Apart traces how generations of young
theorists learned to frame their research in terms of the diagrams—and how both the diagrams and
their users were molded in the process. Drawing on rich archival materials, interviews, and more
than five hundred scientific articles from the period, Drawing Theories Apart uses the Feynman
diagrams as a means to explore the development of American postwar physics. By focusing on the
ways young physicists learned new calculational skills, David Kaiser frames his story around the
crafting and stabilizing of the basic tools in the physicist's kit—thus offering the first book to follow
the diagrams once they left Feynman's hands and entered the physics vernacular.
  ap art history review: AP Art History 2016 Trivium Test Prep, 2015-07-22
  ap art history review: Barron's AP Art History John B. Nici, 2012-02-01 Comprehensive
preparation for the AP Art History test includes: A diagnostic test and two full-length model tests
with answers and explanations Art history review describes major artists and art movements
Additional chapters on art beyond the European tradition Multiple-choice questions and practice
essays follow every chapter
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Finance , 1859
  ap art history review: AP Art History Exam Secrets Study Guide AP Exam Secrets Test
Prep, 2018-04-12 ***Includes Practice Test Questions*** AP Art History Exam Secrets helps you ace
the Advanced Placement Exam, without weeks and months of endless studying. Our comprehensive
AP Art History Exam Secrets study guide is written by our exam experts, who painstakingly
researched every topic and concept that you need to know to ace your test. Our original research
reveals specific weaknesses that you can exploit to increase your exam score more than you've ever
imagined. AP Art History Exam Secrets includes: The 5 Secret Keys to AP Exam Success: Time is
Your Greatest Enemy, Guessing is Not Guesswork, Practice Smarter, Not Harder, Prepare, Don't
Procrastinate, Test Yourself; Maximizing Your Preparation including: Test Taking Tips, Final Tips for
Test Day; Along with a complete, in-depth study guide for your specific AP exam, and much more...
  ap art history review: The College Board Review , 1998
  ap art history review: Worlds Apart Jean-Christophe Agnew, 1986 Drawing on a variety of
disciplines and documents, Professor Agnew illuminates one of the most fascinating chapters in the
formations of Anglo-American market culture. Worlds Apart traces the history of our concepts of the
marketplace and the theatre and the ways in which these concepts are bound together. Focusing on
Britain and America in the years 1550 to 1750, the book discusses the forms and conventions that
structured both commerce and theatre. As marketing practice broke free of its traditional
boundaries and restraints, it challenged longstanding popular assumptions about the constituents of
value, the nature of identity, the signs of authenticity, and the limits of liability. New exchange
relations bred new legal and commercial fictions to authorise them, but they also bred new doubts
about the precise grounds upon which the self and its 'interests' were to be represented. Those same
doubts, Professor Agnew shows, animated the theatre as well. As actors and playwrights shifted
from ecclesiastical and civic drama to professional entertainments, they too devised authenticating
fictions, fictions that effectively replicated the bewildering representational confusions of the new
'placeless market'.
  ap art history review: Buen Gusto and Classicism in the Visual Cultures of Latin America,
1780-1910 Paul B. Niell, Stacie G. Widdifield, 2013-12-15 The promotion of classicism in the visual
arts in late eighteenth and nineteenth-century Latin America and the need to “revive” buen gusto
(good taste) are the themes of this collection of essays. The contributors provide new insights into
neoclassicism and buen gusto as cultural, not just visual, phenomena in the late colonial and early
national periods and promote new approaches to the study of Latin American art history and visual
culture. The essays examine neoclassical visual culture from assorted perspectives. They consider
how classicism was imposed, promoted, adapted, negotiated, and contested in myriad social,
political, economic, cultural, and temporal situations. Case studies show such motivations as the
desire to impose imperial authority, to fashion the nationalist self, and to form and maintain new
social and cultural ideologies. The adaptation of classicism and buen gusto in the Americas was
further shaped by local factors, including the realities of place and the influence of established visual
and material traditions.
  ap art history review: Saturday Review of Politics, Literature, Science and Art , 1859
  ap art history review: Saturday Review , 1859
  ap art history review: The London Quarterly Review , 1873
  ap art history review: The New Politics of the Textbook Heather Hickman, Brad J. Porfilio,
2012-10-13 In an age of unprecedented corporate and political control over life inside of educational
institutions, this book provides a needed intervention to investigate how the economic and political
elite use traditional artifacts in K-16 schools to perpetuate their interests at the expense of
minoritized social groups. The contributors provide a comprehensive examination of how textbooks,
the most dominant cultural force in which corporations and political leaders impact the schooling
curricula, shape students’ thoughts and behavior, perpetuate power in dominant groups, and
trivialize social groups who are oppressed on the structural axes of race, class, gender, sexuality,



and (dis)ability. Several contributors also generate critical insight in how power shapes the
production of textbooks and evaluate whether textbooks still perpetuate dominant Western
narratives that normalize and privilege patriotism, militarism, consumerism, White supremacy,
heterosexism, rugged individualism, technology, and a positivistic conception of the world. Finally,
the book highlights several textbooks that challenge readers to rethink their stereotypical views of
the Other, to reflect upon the constitutive forces causing oppression in schools and in the wider
society, and to reflect upon how to challenge corporate and political dominance over knowledge
production.
  ap art history review: The London Quarterly Review William Lonsdale Watkinson, William
Theophilus Davison, 1856
  ap art history review: London Quarterly Review , 1856
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