asl racial terminology

asl racial terminology is an essential topic for anyone interested in American Sign Language,
diversity, and inclusivity. This comprehensive article explores the historical development of racial
terminology in ASL, the impact of cultural and social changes on sign language, and the importance
of respectful and accurate communication. Readers will discover how racial terminology in ASL
reflects broader societal attitudes, the challenges faced by the Deaf community, and best practices
for using language in a way that promotes understanding and equality. This guide provides detailed
insights into the evolution of ASL racial terminology, current trends, and educational approaches.
Whether you are an ASL interpreter, educator, student, or advocate for social justice, this article
offers actionable knowledge and practical examples. Continue reading to learn about the
complexities and significance of asl racial terminology, and how it influences communication in
diverse communities.
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Understanding ASL Racial Terminology

ASL racial terminology refers to the set of signs, expressions, and gestures used in American Sign
Language to denote race, ethnicity, and related concepts. Just as spoken languages have specific
words for different racial and ethnic groups, ASL incorporates unique signs to communicate these
identities. These signs are influenced by historical, cultural, and social factors, making them more
than just linguistic symbols. Understanding ASL racial terminology is crucial for effective
communication, promoting inclusion, and preventing misunderstandings or offense. It also helps
interpreters and educators create respectful environments by using appropriate and current
language.

Key Concepts in ASL Racial Terminology

ASL racial terminology encompasses several key concepts, including identity, representation, and



respect. Signs for racial groups vary by region, community, and context, reflecting the diversity
within the Deaf community. Some signs have evolved over time, while others have been replaced
due to changing societal attitudes. Recognizing the importance of accurate and respectful
terminology ensures that communication in ASL aligns with contemporary values.

Historical Evolution of Racial Terminology in ASL

The history of ASL racial terminology is closely tied to the broader evolution of racial language in
American society. Early signs for racial groups often reflected the prevailing attitudes and biases of
their time, which sometimes led to signs that are now considered outdated or offensive. Over the
decades, advocacy within the Deaf community and increased awareness of racial issues have
prompted changes in ASL vocabulary to better respect individual identities.

Major Milestones in ASL Racial Terminology Development

 Early sign language dictionaries included racial signs based on physical characteristics.
e Mid-20th-century social movements influenced the adoption of more respectful signs.

e Contemporary ASL increasingly consults input from diverse Deaf communities for terminology
updates.

e Ongoing debates about the appropriateness of certain signs continue within interpreter and
educator circles.

Current ASL Racial Terminology and Cultural
Sensitivity

Modern ASL racial terminology prioritizes inclusivity, accuracy, and cultural sensitivity. Signs for
racial and ethnic groups are now developed with input from the communities they represent,
ensuring that language reflects the preferences and identities of Deaf individuals from diverse
backgrounds. This approach seeks to avoid stereotypes and generalizations, focusing on terms that
foster respect and understanding.

Examples of Current ASL Racial Terminology

Some commonly used racial terminology in ASL includes signs for “Black,” “White,”
“Latino/Latina/Latinx,” “Asian,” and “Native American.” These signs are often accompanied by
fingerspelling to clarify specific identities or subgroups. In professional and educational settings,
interpreters are encouraged to verify preferred terminology with individuals whenever possible.



The Importance of Cultural Sensitivity

Cultural sensitivity in ASL racial terminology means acknowledging the diversity within racial and
ethnic groups, avoiding assumptions, and using language that is respectful and inclusive.
Interpreters, teachers, and community members must stay informed about changes in preferred
terminology and actively seek guidance from those directly affected by the language choices.

Challenges and Controversies in ASL Racial
Terminology

Despite significant progress, the topic of ASL racial terminology remains complex and sometimes
controversial. Differences in regional usage, generational perspectives, and individual preferences
can lead to confusion or disagreement over the appropriate signs to use. Additionally, signs that
were once considered acceptable may become outdated as social norms evolve.

Common Challenges in Using ASL Racial Terminology

e Variation in signs between regions and communities.

Historical signs that may have offensive origins.

Lack of consensus on new or emerging terminology.

Difficulty in translating nuanced racial concepts from spoken language to ASL.

Potential for unintentionally causing offense due to unfamiliarity with current best practices.

Addressing Controversies and Misunderstandings

To address these challenges, ongoing education and dialogue within the Deaf community are
essential. Organizations and advocacy groups often provide resources and forums for discussing
terminology, sharing experiences, and developing consensus on respectful language. Interpreters
are encouraged to ask for clarification and prioritize the preferences of individuals they are
communicating with.

Best Practices for Using Racial Terminology in ASL

Using racial terminology in ASL requires attention to context, audience, and current best practices.
Interpreters and educators must continually update their knowledge to ensure that their language is
both accurate and respectful. Relying on established guidelines and seeking input from affected
communities helps prevent misunderstandings and supports inclusive communication.



Guidelines for Respectful Use of ASL Racial Terminology
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. Stay informed about current terminology and any recent changes.

N

. Consult individuals and communities about their preferred signs and labels.

w

. Avoid using outdated or potentially offensive signs, even if they were once common.
4. Fingerspell specific group names when appropriate to ensure clarity.

5. Engage in ongoing education and training related to diversity and inclusion in ASL.

Educational Resources and Training on ASL Racial
Terminology

Access to educational resources and training is critical for anyone using ASL racial terminology.
Many organizations offer workshops, seminars, and online courses focused on diversity, inclusion,
and respectful language in ASL. These resources help interpreters, teachers, and students stay
current with evolving terminology and best practices.

Recommended Resources for Learning ASL Racial
Terminology

e ASL dictionaries and reference guides with updated racial terminology.
e Deaf community organizations offering cultural competency training.

e Webinars and online courses on diversity and inclusion in ASL.

e Peer-led discussion groups and forums for sharing experiences and knowledge.

The Impact of ASL Racial Terminology on the Deaf
Community

ASL racial terminology has a significant impact on the Deaf community, shaping how individuals
express identity, experience inclusion, and interact with broader society. Accurate and respectful
terminology supports self-advocacy and empowerment, while insensitive language can perpetuate
stereotypes and exclusion. By prioritizing respectful communication, the Deaf community continues
to lead efforts toward social justice and equality.



Empowerment through Inclusive Language

Inclusive racial terminology in ASL empowers individuals to express their identities authentically
and confidently. It also encourages understanding among diverse groups, fostering community
cohesion and reducing barriers to participation in social, educational, and professional settings.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is asl racial terminology?

A: ASL racial terminology refers to the signs and expressions used in American Sign Language to
identify and discuss racial and ethnic groups, emphasizing respectful and accurate language.

Q: Why is it important to use inclusive racial terminology in
ASL?

A: Using inclusive racial terminology in ASL promotes respect, prevents misunderstandings, and
supports the dignity of individuals from diverse backgrounds within the Deaf community.

Q: How has ASL racial terminology changed over time?

A: ASL racial terminology has evolved in response to shifts in societal attitudes, advocacy, and input
from diverse Deaf communities, replacing outdated or offensive signs with more respectful
alternatives.

Q: Are there regional differences in ASL racial terminology?

A: Yes, racial terminology in ASL can vary by region, reflecting local customs and community
preferences. It is important to be aware of these differences and ask for clarification when needed.

Q: How can interpreters stay updated on current ASL racial
terminology?

A: Interpreters can stay updated by attending workshops, engaging with Deaf community
organizations, participating in training sessions, and consulting reputable ASL dictionaries and
resources.

Q: What should I do if I am unsure about the appropriate
racial terminology in ASL?

A: If unsure, ask the individual or community about their preferred terminology and respect their
choices. Fingerspelling group names can also help avoid misunderstandings.



Q: Are there signs in ASL that are considered offensive today?

A: Some historical signs for racial and ethnic groups are now considered offensive due to their
origins or associations. It is important to use current, respectful terminology.

Q: Can asl racial terminology impact inclusion in the Deaf
community?

A: Yes, the use of accurate and respectful racial terminology in ASL plays a key role in fostering
inclusion, reducing barriers, and supporting equitable participation in the Deaf community.

Q: What resources are available for learning about asl racial
terminology?

A: Resources include updated ASL dictionaries, diversity training workshops, webinars, and Deaf
community-led forums focused on respectful and inclusive language.

Q: How do I address controversies or disagreements about
racial terminology in ASL?

A: Address controversies by engaging in open dialogue, seeking input from those affected, and
relying on consensus within the Deaf community to guide respectful language choices.
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asl racial terminology: Dictionary of Music Education , Irma H. Collins, 2013-10-18 Irma
Collins’s Dictionary of Music Education is more than just a lexicon. It is a journey through time and
the story of the evolution of music education, including entries on notable individuals, crucial terms,
important events, and key organizations—a broad survey of the field. Collins includes information
about a variety of English-speaking countries such as the United States, the United Kingdom,
Canada, and Australia, emphasizing the impact music education researchers and organizations have
had on one another across the globe. Biographical entries profile musicians and music educators
who were among the founders or first implementers of significant pedagogical tools and methods.
Terms include standard concepts in the field of music education. Event and organization entries are
those crucial to the advancement of music education regionally, nationally, and internationally.
Dictionary of Music Education also includes a timeline, cross-references, and a significant
bibliography. This work will interest anyone involved in the field of music education, from students
and faculty to administrators and private instructors.

asl racial terminology: The Diversity Style Guide Rachele Kanigel, 2019-01-14 New diversity
style guide helps journalists write with authority and accuracy about a complex, multicultural world
A companion to the online resource of the same name, The Diversity Style Guide raises the
consciousness of journalists who strive to be accurate. Based on studies, news reports and style
guides, as well as interviews with more than 50 journalists and experts, it offers the best, most
up-to-date advice on writing about underrepresented and often misrepresented groups. Addressing
such thorny questions as whether the words Black and White should be capitalized when referring to
race and which pronouns to use for people who don't identify as male or female, the book helps
readers navigate the minefield of names, terms, labels and colloquialisms that come with living in a
diverse society. The Diversity Style Guide comes in two parts. Part One offers enlightening chapters
on Why is Diversity So Important; Implicit Bias; Black Americans; Native People; Hispanics and
Latinos; Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders; Arab Americans and Muslim Americans; Immigrants
and Immigration; Gender Identity and Sexual Orientation; People with Disabilities; Gender Equality
in the News Media; Mental Illness, Substance Abuse and Suicide; and Diversity and Inclusion in a
Changing Industry. Part Two includes Diversity and Inclusion Activities and an A-Z Guide with more
than 500 terms. This guide: Helps journalists, journalism students, and other media writers better
understand the context behind hot-button words so they can report with confidence and sensitivity
Explores the subtle and not-so-subtle ways that certain words can alienate a source or infuriate a
reader Provides writers with an understanding that diversity in journalism is about accuracy and
truth, not political correctness. Brings together guidance from more than 20 organizations and style
guides into a single handy reference book The Diversity Style Guide is first and foremost a guide for
journalists, but it is also an important resource for journalism and writing instructors, as well as
other media professionals. In addition, it will appeal to those in other fields looking to make
informed choices in their word usage and their personal interactions.

asl racial terminology: American Sign Language Charlotte Lee Baker-Shenk, Dennis Cokely,
1991 The videocassettes illustrate dialogues for the text it accompanies, and also provides ASL
stories, poems and dramatic prose for classroom use. Each dialogue is presented three times to
allow the student to converse with each signer. Also demonstrates the grammar and structure of
sign language. The teacher's text on grammar and culture focuses on the use of three basic types of
sentences, four verb inflections, locative relationships and pronouns, etc. by using sign language.
The teacher's text on curriculum and methods gives guidelines on teaching American Sign Language
and Structured activities for classroom use.

asl racial terminology: Language and Linguistic Diversity in the US Susan Tamasi,
Lamont Antieau, 2014-12-02 This highly engaging textbook presents a linguistic view of the history,
society, and culture of the United States. It discusses the many languages and forms of language
that have been used in the US - including standard and nonstandard forms of English, creoles,
Native American languages, and immigrant languages from across the globe - and shows how this
distribution and diversity of languages has helped shape and define America as well as an American



identity. The volume introduces the basic concepts of sociolinguistics and the politics of language
through cohesive, up-to-date and accessible coverage of such key topics as dialectal development
and the role of English as the majority language, controversies concerning language use in society,
languages other than English used in the US, and the policies that have directly or indirectly
influenced language use. These topics are presented in such a way that students can examine the
inherent diversity of the communicative systems used in the United States as both a form of cultural
enrichment and as the basis for socio-political conflict. The author team outlines the different
viewpoints on contemporary issues surrounding language in the US and contextualizes these issues
within linguistic facts, to help students think critically and formulate logical discussions. To provide
opportunities for further examination and debate, chapters are organized around key
misconceptions or questions (I don't have an accent or Immigrants don't want to learn English),
bringing them to the forefront for readers to address directly. Language and Linguistic Diversity in
the US is a fresh and unique take on a widely taught topic. It is ideal for students from a variety of
disciplines or with no prior knowledge of the field, and a useful text for introductory courses on
language in the US, American English, language variation, language ideology, and sociolinguistics.

asl racial terminology: The Behavior of Social Justice Natalie Parks, Francesca Barbieri, Ryan
Sain, Shawn Thomas Capell, Beverly Kirby, 2024-10-01 This seminal work utilizes the principles of
applied behavior analysis (ABA) to understand people’s actions. It provides a framework for the
study of social injustices that moves beyond just condemning others for their oppressive behaviors,
outlining solutions that help work towards a more socially just society. Divided across three main
sections, the book outlines the basic principles of applied behavior analysis, considers key tenets of
social justice work, and examines how social justice work can be carried out on an individual and a
wider institutional level. The first section focuses on the principles of behavior and how it expounds
on the causes, reasons, and purposes behind one’s actions. The subsequent sections pay particular
attention to how prejudice, stereotypes, and bias play out in society, and how prejudices and biases
make us more likely to participate in social injustices. The third section provides a behavioral
description of various -isms and discusses the difference between -isms and individual behaviors,
before exploring common -isms. The book concludes with an analysis of the reasons behind their
persistence, followed by solutions that can be embraced by people. Packed with case studies and
reflective questions, The Behavior of Social Justice is an essential reading for students and scholars
of behavioral sciences, psychology, sociology and education, as well as academics and researchers
interested in the study of social justice.

asl racial terminology: The Oxford Handbook of Deaf Studies, Language, and Education,
Volume 1, Second Edition Marc Marschark, Patricia Elizabeth Spencer, 2011-01-11 In this updated
edition of the landmark original volume, a range of international experts present a comprehensive
overview of the field of deaf studies, language, and education. Written for students, practitioners,
and researchers, The Oxford Handbook of Deaf Studies, Language, and Education, Volume 1, is a
uniquely ambitious work that has altered both the theoretical and applied landscapes.

asl racial terminology: The Oxford Handbook of Deaf Studies, Language, and Education,
Volume 1 Marc Marschark, Patricia Elizabeth Spencer, 2010-12-14 The field of deaf studies,
language, and education has grown dramatically over the past forty years. From work on the
linguistics of sign language and parent-child interactions to analyses of school placement and the the
mapping of brain function in deaf individuals, research across a range of disciplines has greatly
expanded not just our knowledge of deafness and the deaf, but also the very origins of language,
social interaction, and thinking. In this updated edition of the landmark original volume, a range of
international experts present a comprehensive overview of the field of deaf studies, language, and
education. Written for students, practitioners, and researchers, The Oxford Handbook of Deaf
Studies, Language, and Education, Volume 1, is a uniquely ambitious work that has altered both the
theoretical and applied landscapes. Pairing practical information with detailed analyses of what
works, why, and for whom-all while banishing the paternalism that once dogged the field-this first of
two volumes features specially-commissioned, updated essays on topics including: language and



language development, hearing and speech perception, education, literacy, cognition, and the
complex cultural, social, and psychological issues associated with deaf and hard-of-hearing
individuals. The range of these topics shows the current state of research and identifies the
opportunites and challenges that lie ahead. Combining historical background, research, and
strategies for teaching and service provision, the two-volume Oxford Handbook of Deaf Studies,
Language, and Education stands as the benchmark reference work in the field of deaf studies.

asl racial terminology: Evidence-Based Practice in Educating Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing
Students Patricia Elizabeth Spencer, Marc Marschark, 2010-07-21 Too often, decisions on how to
best support deaf and hard-of-hearing children in developing language and academic skills are made
based on incorrect or incomplete information. No matter how well-intentioned, decisions grounded
in opinions, beliefs, or value judgments are insufficient to guide practice. Instead, we need to take
advantage of relevant, emerging research concerning best practices and outcomes in educating deaf
and hard-of-hearing learners. Co-authored by two of the most respected leaders in the field, this
book summarizes and evaluates research findings across multiple disciplines pertaining to the
raising and educating of deaf children, providing a comprehensive but concise record of the
successes, failures and unanswered questions in deaf education. A readily accessible and invaluable
source for teachers, university students, and other professionals, Evidence-Based Practice in
Educating Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing Students encourages readers to reconsider assumptions and
delve more deeply into what we really know about deaf and hard-of-hearing children, their patterns
of development, and their lifelong learning.

asl racial terminology: Asian Americans and the Spirit of Racial Capitalism Jonathan Tran,
2022 Any serious consideration of Asian American life forces us to reframe the way we talk about
racism and antiracism. There are two contemporary approaches to antiracist theory and practice.
The first emphasizes racial identity to the exclusion of political economy, making racialized life in
America illegible. This approach's prevalence, in the academy and beyond, now rises to the level of
established doctrine. The second approach views racial identity as the function of a particular
political economy--what is called racial capitalism>--and therefore analytically subordinates racial
identity to political economy. Jonathan Tran develops arguments in favor of this second approach.
He does so by means of an extended analysis of two case studies: a Chinese migrant settlement in
the Mississippi Delta (1868-1969) and the Redeemer Community Church in the Bayview/Hunters
Point section of San Francisco (1969-present). While his analysis is focused on particular groups and
persons, he uses it to examine more broadly racial capitalism's processes and commitments at the
sites of their structural and systemic unfolding. In pursuing a research agenda that pushes beyond
the narrow confines of racial identity, Tran reaches back to trusted modes of analysis that have been
obscured by the prevailing antiracist orthodoxy and proposes reframing antiracism in terms of a
theologically salient account of political economy.

asl racial terminology: Learn American Sign Language, Second Edition James W. Guido,
2025-10-28 Master American Sign Language (ASL) with this updated edition of the best-selling
guide featuring thousands of photographs of signing Deaf actors. ASL is a vibrant, easy-to-learn
language that is used by approximately half a million people each day. With this updated edition of
Learn American Sign Language, you can learn how to communicate existing, new, and updated signs
in ASL. This new edition features: Learn 1000 signs, including signs for school, the workplace,
around the house, out and about, food and drink, nature, emotions, small talk, and more. Includes
new signs from the past 10 years and slang that is more reflective of our current culture Unlock the
storytelling possibilities of ASL with classifiers, easy ways to modify signs that can turn fishing into
catching a big fish and walking into walking with a group. Find out how to make sentences with
signs, use the proper facial expressions with your signs, and other vital tips Organized by theme and
with an index at the back, this easy-to-use and accessible reference boasts a layflat format that
leaves your hands free for practice. Become an effective ASL communicator and storyteller with
Learn American Sign Language the definitive guide to ASL.

asl racial terminology: The People of the Eye Harlan Lane, Richard C. Pillard, Ulf Hedberg,



2011-01-07 What are ethnic groups? Are Deaf people who sign American Sign Language (ASL) an
ethnic group? In The People of the Eye, Deaf studies, history, cultural anthropology, genetics,
sociology, and disability studies are brought to bear as the authors compare the values, customs,
and social organization of the Deaf World to those in ethnic groups. Arguing against the common
representation of ASL signers as a disability group, the authors discuss the many challenges to Deaf
ethnicity in this first book-length examination of these issues. Stepping deeper into the debate
around ethnicity status, The People of the Eye also describes, in a compelling narrative, the story of
the founding families of the Deaf World in the US. Tracing ancestry back hundreds of years, the
authors reveal that Deaf people's preference to marry other Deaf people led to the creation of Deaf
clans, and thus to shared ancestry and the discovery that most ASL signers are born into the Deaf
World, and many are kin. In a major contribution to the historical record of Deaf people in the US,
The People of the Eye portrays how Deaf people- and hearing people, too- lived in early America. For
those curious about their own ancestry in relation to the Deaf World, the figures and an associated
website present pedigrees for over two hundred lineages that extend as many as three hundred
years and are unique in genealogy research. The book contains an every-name index to the
pedigrees, providing a rich resource for anyone who is interested in Deaf culture.

asl racial terminology: The Handbook of Bilingual and Multilingual Education Wayne E.
Wright, Sovicheth Boun, Ofelia Garcia, 2015-04-09 The Handbook of Bilingual and Multilingual
Education presents the first comprehensive international reference work of the latest policies,
practices, and theories related to the dynamic interdisciplinary field of bilingual and multilingual
education. Represents the first comprehensive reference work that covers bilingual, multilingual,
and multicultural educational policies and practices around the world Features contributions from
78 established and emerging international scholars Offers extensive coverage in sixteen chapters of
language and education issues in specific and diverse regional/geographic contexts, including South
Africa, Mexico, Latvia, Cambodia, Japan, and Texas Covers pedagogical issues such as language
assessment as well as offering evolving perspectives on the needs of specific learner populations,
such as ELLs, learners with language impairments, and bilingual education outside of the classroom

asl racial terminology: The Habits of Race and Faith in a Religiously Diverse World Mara
Brecht, 2024-07-08 Religious diversity, cultural pluralism, and interreligious encounter are widely
viewed in modern life as socially—and for many people of faith, spiritually—enriching. One of the
most significant but frequently overlooked benefits of interreligious encounter is that it empowers us
to see ourselves, and particularly our racialized identities, in new and revealing ways. In The Habits
of Race and Faith in a Religiously Diverse World, Mara Brecht places whiteness under particular
scrutiny—its tangled and entwined relationship with religious identity, as well as strategic
associations with dominance and privilege. The analysis of whiteness gives way to fresh perspectives
on Christian ideas about salvation, both in connection to religious faith and racial embodiment.

asl racial terminology: Sustaining Cultural and Disability Identities in the Literacy Classroom,
K-6 Amy Tondreau, Laurie Rabinowitz, 2024-10-31 Ideal for literacy methods and elementary
instruction courses, this book brings together three strands of educational practice—Culturally
Sustaining Pedagogy (CSP), Disability Sustaining Pedagogy (DSP), and balanced literacy—to present
a cohesive, comprehensive framework for literacy instruction that meets the needs of all learners.
Situating balanced literacy instruction within the current debate on how to best teach elementary
school literacy, this book prepares pre-service and in-service teachers to work with racially,
ethnically, and linguistically diverse students of all abilities and disabilities and addresses effective
curriculum design, lesson planning, and assessment. Chapters offer real-world classroom examples
and lesson plans, charts, and discussion guides for CSP/DSP-infused instruction for each component
of a balanced literacy instructional block.

asl racial terminology: Words Matter Sally McConnell-Ginet, 2020-08-27 History and current
affairs show that words matter - and change - because they are woven into our social and political
lives. Words are weapons wielded by the powerful; they are also powerful tools for social resistance
and for reimagining and reconfiguring social relations. Illustrated with topical examples, from racial



slurs and sexual insults to preferred gender pronouns, from ethnic/racial group labels to presidential
tweets, this book examines the social contexts which imbue words with potency. Exploring the role
of language in three broad categories - establishing social identities, navigating social landscapes,
and debating social and linguistic change - Sally McConnell-Ginet invites readers to examine
critically their own ideas about language and its complicated connections to social conflict and
transformation. Concrete and timely examples vividly illustrate the feedback loop between words
and the world, shedding light on how and why words can matter.

asl racial terminology: Black Knights Rachel Schine, 2024-11-19 A new account of racial logics
in premodern Islamic literature. In Black Knights, Rachel Schine reveals how the Arabic-speaking
world developed a different form of racial knowledge than their European neighbors during the
Middle Ages. Unlike in European vernaculars, Arabic-language ideas about ethnic difference
emerged from conversations extending beyond the Mediterranean, from the Sahara to the Indian
Ocean. In these discourses, Schine argues, racialized blackness became central to ideas about a
global, ethnically inclusive Muslim world. Schine traces the emergence of these new racial logics
through popular Islamic epics, drawing on legal, medical, and religious literatures from the period to
excavate a diverse and ever-changing conception of blackness and race. The result is a theoretically
nuanced case for the existence and malleability of racial logics in premodern Islamic contexts across
a variety of social and literary formations.

asl racial terminology: American Sign Language (Speedy Study Guide) Speedy Publishing,
2014-12-07 An American Sign Language Guide helps someone trying to learn sign language, by
allowing the person to study at their own pace and in their own time. Also, an American Sign
Language Guide allows the person who is wanting to learn Sign Language to study anywhere that is
convenient for them. This could be; a classroom, the person's residence, the library, or any other
place that the person feels comfortable reading the guide and practicing the techniques the guide
teaches.
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