
ap world history preparation materials
ap world history preparation materials are essential for students aiming to
excel in the AP World History exam. This comprehensive guide explores the
most effective resources and strategies to prepare thoroughly for the test.
From textbooks and review books to online courses and practice exams,
understanding which materials to use can make a significant difference in
your performance. We delve into the importance of study guides, flashcards,
class notes, and interactive learning tools, highlighting how each aids in
mastering key concepts and historical themes. This article also discusses
tips for organizing your study schedule and maximizing retention with proven
techniques. Whether you are just beginning your preparation or looking to
refine your study plan, this guide will equip you with everything needed to
approach the AP World History exam with confidence. Read on to discover the
best ap world history preparation materials and strategies for success.
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Understanding AP World History Preparation
Materials
Comprehensive preparation materials are crucial for mastering the AP World
History curriculum. These resources encompass a wide range of content,
including textbooks, review books, online platforms, practice exams, and
supplementary aids like flashcards and study guides. Each type serves a
unique role in reinforcing historical knowledge, critical thinking, and exam-
specific skills. Quality ap world history preparation materials ensure
students gain a solid understanding of world civilizations, key events, and
thematic connections required by the College Board. Selecting the right



combination of resources is the first step toward structured and effective
preparation, enabling students to approach their studies strategically and
confidently.

Recommended Textbooks and Review Books

Top-Rated AP World History Textbooks
Textbooks are the backbone of any AP World History preparation. They provide
detailed coverage of historical periods, major events, and significant
figures. The best AP World History textbooks are updated with the latest exam
frameworks and include comprehensive chronological outlines. Notable options
include books published by Princeton Review, Barron's, and AMSCO, each
offering clear explanations and critical analysis.

Benefits of Review Books
Review books are designed to supplement textbooks by summarizing key
concepts, offering practice questions, and providing test-taking strategies.
They are invaluable for last-minute revision and identifying areas that
require additional focus. Many review books also include diagnostic tests and
thematic essays, helping students familiarize themselves with the exam format
and expectations.

Concise chapter summaries

Practice multiple-choice and essay questions

Exam tips and strategies

Visual aids like timelines and maps

Utilizing Online Resources and Digital
Platforms

Online Courses and Video Lectures
Digital platforms have revolutionized AP World History preparation, offering
interactive courses, video lectures, and virtual study groups. Online courses
often align with the AP curriculum, breaking down complex topics into
digestible modules. Video lectures from experienced educators provide visual
explanations, making it easier to grasp intricate historical themes and



connections.

Web-Based Practice Tools
Web-based practice tools feature adaptive quizzes, flashcards, and
performance tracking. These resources allow students to practice in a
simulated test environment, identify weak areas, and monitor progress. They
also include instant feedback, which is crucial for targeted improvement.

Practice Exams and Sample Questions

Importance of Practice Exams
Practice exams are one of the most effective ap world history preparation
materials for gauging readiness. They mirror the format and difficulty of the
actual AP World History exam, helping students manage time, reduce anxiety,
and refine their test-taking strategies. Regularly taking full-length
practice tests ensures familiarity with question types and pacing.

Sources of High-Quality Sample Questions
Sample questions are available in review books, online platforms, and
official College Board resources. These materials cover multiple-choice,
short-answer, and essay prompts, allowing students to practice analytical
skills and historical argumentation. Analyzing sample responses also aids in
understanding the expectations for high-scoring answers.

Multiple-choice practice sets1.

Short-answer question banks2.

Document-based question (DBQ) samples3.

Long essay prompts and scoring guidelines4.

Study Guides and Flashcards for Effective
Review

Comprehensive Study Guides
Study guides organize AP World History content into manageable sections,



focusing on key concepts, timelines, and thematic frameworks. They provide
structured outlines and summary tables that streamline revision and reinforce
retention. Effective study guides are aligned with AP curriculum standards
and highlight connections between global developments.

Utilizing Flashcards for Memorization
Flashcards are a popular tool for memorizing important dates, terms, and
historical figures. They are portable, customizable, and ideal for quick
review sessions. When used regularly, flashcards enhance recall and help
students master essential facts required for the exam.

Class Notes and Teacher-Provided Resources

Maximizing Class Notes
Class notes are an indispensable part of ap world history preparation
materials. They capture discussions, key points, and teacher insights that
may not be found in textbooks. Reviewing and organizing class notes helps
reinforce learning and fill gaps in understanding.

Leveraging Teacher Resources
Teachers often provide additional materials such as handouts, study packets,
and sample essays. These resources are tailored to the specific curriculum
and reflect exam expectations. Utilizing teacher-provided materials ensures
comprehensive coverage of topics and improves exam readiness.

Strategies for Organizing Your Study Schedule

Creating an Effective Study Plan
Efficient organization is essential when using ap world history preparation
materials. Developing a study schedule that breaks down content into weekly
goals ensures consistent progress and reduces last-minute cramming.
Prioritizing challenging topics and balancing review sessions with practice
exams leads to better retention.

Time Management Tips
Balancing school work, extracurricular activities, and AP World History
preparation requires strong time management. Students should set aside



dedicated study blocks, limit distractions, and use planners or digital
calendars to track progress. Regular self-assessment helps maintain focus and
adjust plans as needed.

Weekly content review

Scheduled practice tests

Daily flashcard sessions

Progress tracking and self-assessment

Interactive Tools for Enhanced Learning

Educational Apps and Simulations
Interactive tools like educational apps and historical simulations add a
dynamic element to AP World History preparation. These resources gamify
learning, making it engaging and memorable. Simulations allow students to
explore historical scenarios, analyze causes and effects, and apply knowledge
in context.

Group Study and Collaborative Platforms
Group study sessions and collaborative platforms foster discussion, clarify
doubts, and enable peer-to-peer teaching. Sharing insights and debating
historical interpretations deepens understanding and builds confidence for
the exam.

Final Tips for AP World History Exam Success
Success in the AP World History exam depends on a strategic approach to
preparation. Using a mix of textbooks, review books, digital resources, and
practice exams ensures comprehensive coverage of content and skills.
Consistent review, active engagement with materials, and self-assessment are
essential for mastering historical thinking and analytical writing. By
selecting high-quality ap world history preparation materials and following a
structured study plan, students can maximize their performance and achieve
their academic goals.



Q: What are the best ap world history preparation
materials for beginners?
A: Beginners should start with a reputable AP World History textbook, a
concise review book, and basic flashcards. Supplementing these with online
video lectures and practice questions will provide a strong foundation.

Q: How often should I take practice exams during AP
World History preparation?
A: Practice exams should be taken every few weeks, especially as the exam
date approaches. Regular practice helps build familiarity with the test
format and improves time management.

Q: Are digital platforms effective for AP World
History exam preparation?
A: Yes, digital platforms offer interactive courses, adaptive quizzes, and
instant feedback, making them highly effective for reinforcing content and
tracking progress.

Q: Can flashcards help with memorizing AP World
History content?
A: Flashcards are excellent for memorizing key terms, dates, and historical
figures. They enable quick review and repeated exposure, enhancing retention.

Q: What strategies should I use to organize my AP
World History study schedule?
A: Develop a structured schedule with weekly content goals, regular practice
exams, daily review sessions, and progress tracking to ensure thorough
preparation.

Q: How important are class notes compared to
textbooks in AP World History preparation?
A: Class notes complement textbooks by capturing teacher insights and
classroom discussions, which often highlight exam-relevant themes and topics
not found in published materials.



Q: What kind of practice questions should I focus on
for AP World History?
A: Focus on multiple-choice questions, short-answer prompts, document-based
questions (DBQs), and long essay responses to cover all exam formats.

Q: Are review books necessary if I already have a
textbook?
A: Review books are highly recommended as they offer concise summaries,
practice questions, and test-taking strategies that supplement textbook
learning.

Q: How do interactive tools enhance AP World History
learning?
A: Interactive tools like educational apps and historical simulations make
learning engaging, promote active participation, and help students apply
historical knowledge in context.

Q: What is the best way to self-assess progress
during AP World History preparation?
A: Regularly take practice exams, complete sample questions, and track scores
to identify strengths and areas for improvement, ensuring consistent
progress.

Ap World History Preparation Materials
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Educators Learn from Barron’s‑‑all content is written and reviewed by AP experts Build your
understanding with comprehensive review tailored to the most recent exam Get a leg up with tips,
strategies, and study advice for exam day‑‑it’s like having a trusted tutor by your side Be Confident
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on Exam Day Sharpen your test‑taking skills with 5 full‑length practice tests–2 in the book, and 3
more online–plus detailed answer explanations and/or sample responses Strengthen your knowledge
with in‑depth review covering all units and themes on the AP World History: Modern exam Reinforce
your learning with AP style practice questions at the end of each unit that cover frequently tested
topics from the chapters and help you gauge your progress Practice your historical thinking skills
and making connections between topics by reviewing the broad trends (including governance,
cultural developments and interactions, social interactions and organizations, and more) that open
each section of the book Robust Online Practice Continue your practice with 3 full‑length practice
tests on Barron’s Online Learning Hub Simulate the exam experience with a timed test option
Deepen your understanding with detailed answer explanations and expert advice Gain confidence
with scoring to check your learning progress Going forward, this exam will only be offered in a
digital format. Barron's AP online tests offer a digital experience with a timed test option to get you
ready for test day. Visit the Barron's Learning Hub for more digital practice. Looking for more ways
to prep? Check out Barron's AP World History Podcast wherever you get your favorite podcasts AND
power up your study sessions with Barron's AP World History on Kahoot!‑‑additional, free practice to
help you ace your exam!
  ap world history preparation materials: AP World History Prep Plus 2018-2019 Kaplan Test
Prep, 2018-02-06 Exam changes recently announced by the College Board, which affect the AP
World History exam, will not take place until the May 2020 exam. In the meantime, this book is the
most current and fully aligned with exams given in 2018 and 2019. Kaplan is currently planning the
next edition of the book, which will reflect the new exam changes. Look for the new book in the fall
of the 2019–2020 school year. Kaplan's AP World History Prep Plus 2018-2019 gives you concise
review of the most-tested content to quickly build your skills and confidence. With bite-sized,
test-like practice sets and customizable study plans, our guide fits your schedule. Personalized Prep.
Realistic Practice. Three full-length practice exams and an online test scoring tool to convert your
raw score into a 1–5 scaled score Pre- and post-quizzes in each chapter so you can monitor your
progress Customizable study plans tailored to your individual goals and prep time Focused content
review on the essential concepts to help you make the most of your study time Online quizzes for
additional practice Test-taking strategies designed specifically for AP World History Expert
Guidance We know the test—our AP experts make sure our practice questions and study materials
are true to the exam We know students—every explanation is written to help you learn, and our tips
on the exam structure and question formats will help you avoid surprises on Test Day We invented
test prep—Kaplan (www.kaptest.com) has been helping students for 80 years, and more than 95% of
our students get into their top-choice schools
  ap world history preparation materials: Princeton Review AP World History: Modern Prep,
5th Edition The Princeton Review, 2023-11-28 Make sure you’re studying with the most up-to-date
prep materials! Look for the newest edition of this title, The Princeton Review AP World History:
Modern Premium Prep, 6th Edition (ISBN: 9780593517789, on-sale August 2024). Publisher's Note:
Products purchased from third-party sellers are not guaranteed by the publisher for quality or
authenticity, and may not include access to online tests or materials included with the original
product.
  ap world history preparation materials: Princeton Review AP World History: Modern
Premium Prep, 7th Edition The Princeton Review, 2025-08-05 PREMIUM PRACTICE FOR A
PERFECT 5—WITH THE MOST PRACTICE ON THE MARKET! Ace the newly-digital AP World
History: Modern Exam with this comprehensive study guide. Includes 6 practice tests with answer
explanations, timed online practice, and thorough content review. Techniques That Actually Work •
Tried-and-true strategies to help you avoid traps and beat the test • Tips for pacing yourself and
guessing logically • Essential tactics to help you work smarter, not harder Everything You Need for
a High Score • Updated to address the new digital exam • Comprehensive content review for all test
topics • Detailed strategies for acing all question types, from multiple-choice to document-based and
short answer • Online digital flashcards to review core content, plus study plans and more via your



online Student Tools Premium Practice for AP Excellence • 6 full-length practice tests (3 in the book,
3 online) with complete answer explanations • Online tests provided as both digital versions (with
timer option to simulate exam experience) online, and as downloadable PDFs (with interactive
elements mimicking the exam interface) • Key terms, timelines, and detailed maps in every review
chapter, plus end-of-chapter drills throughout • Practice drills at the end of each content review
chapter, plus step-by-step walk-throughs of sample exam questions
  ap world history preparation materials: Princeton Review AP World History: Modern
Premium Prep, 2022 The Princeton Review, 2021-10-26 Make sure you’re studying with the most
up-to-date prep materials! Look for the newest edition of this title, The Princeton Review AP World
History: Modern Premium Prep, 2023 (ISBN: 9780593450949, on-sale August 2022). Publisher's
Note: Products purchased from third-party sellers are not guaranteed by the publisher for quality or
authenticity, and may not include access to online tests or materials included with the original
product.
  ap world history preparation materials: Princeton Review AP World History: Modern Prep,
2023 The Princeton Review, 2022-11-22 Make sure you’re studying with the most up-to-date prep
materials! Look for the newest edition of this title, The Princeton Review AP World History: Modern
Prep, 5th Edition (ISBN: 9780593517352, on-sale August 2023). Publisher's Note: Products
purchased from third-party sellers are not guaranteed by the publisher for quality or authenticity,
and may not include access to online tests or materials included with the original product.
  ap world history preparation materials: 550 AP World History Practice Questions The
Princeton Review, 2014-01-28 THE PRINCETON REVIEW GETS RESULTS. Get extra preparation for
an excellent AP World History score with 550 extra practice questions and answers. This eBook
edition has been optimized for digital reading with cross-linked questions, answers, and
explanations. Practice makes perfect—and The Princeton Review’s 550 AP World History Practice
Questions gives you everything you need to work your way to the top. Inside, you’ll find tips and
strategies for tackling the AP World History Exam, tons of material to show you what to expect on
the test, and all the practice you need to get the score you want. Inside The Book: All the Practice
and Strategies You Need • 1 comprehensive practice test • Over 400 additional practice questions •
Step-by-step techniques for both multiple-choice and free-response questions • Practice drills for
each tested era: 8000 BCE to 600 BCE; 600 BCE to 600 CE; 600 CE to 1450; 1450 to 1750; 1750 to
1900; and 1900 to the present • Answer keys and detailed explanations for each drill and test
question • Engaging guidance to help you critically assess your progress
  ap world history preparation materials: Princeton Review AP World History: Modern
Premium Prep, 5th Edition The Princeton Review, 2023-11-28 Make sure you’re studying with the
most up-to-date prep materials! Look for the newest edition of this title, The Princeton Review AP
World History: Modern Premium Prep, 6th Edition (ISBN: 9780593517789, on-sale August 2024).
Publisher's Note: Products purchased from third-party sellers are not guaranteed by the publisher
for quality or authenticity, and may not include access to online tests or materials included with the
original product.
  ap world history preparation materials: AP World History: Modern Premium, 2022-2023:
Comprehensive Review with 5 Practice Tests + an Online Timed Test Option John McCannon,
2022-02-01 Looking for more ways to prep? Check out Barron's AP World History Podcast wherever
you get your favorite podcasts AND power up your study sessions with Barron's AP World History on
Kahoot!-- additional, free prep to help you ace your exam! Be prepared for exam day with Barron’s.
Trusted content from AP experts! Barron’s AP World History: Modern, Premium: 2022-2023 includes
in-depth content review and online practice. It’s the only book you’ll need to be prepared for exam
day. Written by Experienced Educators Learn from Barron’s--all content is written and reviewed by
AP experts Build your understanding with comprehensive review tailored to the most recent exam
Get a leg up with tips, strategies, and study advice for exam day--it’s like having a trusted tutor by
your side Be Confident on Exam Day Sharpen your test-taking skills with 5 full-length practice
tests--2 in the book, and 3 more online Strengthen your knowledge with in-depth review covering all



Units on the AP World History: Modern Exam Reinforce your learning with practice questions at the
end of each chapter Online Practice Continue your practice with 3 full-length practice tests on
Barron’s Online Learning Hub Simulate the exam experience with a timed test option Deepen your
understanding with detailed answer explanations and expert advice Gain confidence with scoring to
check your learning progress
  ap world history preparation materials: Princeton Review AP World History: Modern
Premium Prep, 2021 The Princeton Review, 2020-12-08 Make sure you’re studying with the most
up-to-date prep materials! Look for the newest edition of this title, The Princeton Review AP World
History: Modern Premium Prep, 2022 (ISBN: 9780525570813, on-sale August 2021). Publisher's
Note: Products purchased from third-party sellers are not guaranteed by the publisher for quality or
authenticity, and may not include access to online tests or materials included with the original
product.
  ap world history preparation materials: Princeton Review AP World History: Modern
Premium Prep, 6th Edition The Princeton Review, 2024-11-26 PREMIUM PRACTICE FOR A
PERFECT 5! Ace the new Digital AP World History: Modern Exam with The Princeton Review's
comprehensive study guide—including 6 practice tests with answer explanations, timed online
practice, and thorough content reviews. Techniques That Actually Work • Tried-and-true strategies
to help you avoid traps and beat the test • Tips for pacing yourself and guessing logically • Essential
tactics to help you work smarter, not harder Everything You Need for a High Score • Updated to
address the new digital exam • Comprehensive content review for all test topics • Detailed
strategies for acing all question types, from multiple-choice to document-based and short answer •
Online digital flashcards to review core content, plus study plans and more via your online Student
Tools Premium Practice for AP Excellence • 6 full-length practice tests (4 in the book, 2 online) with
detailed answer explanations • Online tests provided as both digital versions (with timer option to
simulate exam experience) online, and as downloadable PDFs (with interactive elements mimicking
the exam interface) • Key terms, timelines, and detailed maps in every review chapter, plus
end-of-chapter drills throughout
  ap world history preparation materials: Princeton Review AP World History: Modern
Prep, 2021 The Princeton Review, 2020-12-08 Make sure you’re studying with the most up-to-date
prep materials! Look for the newest edition of this title, The Princeton Review AP World History:
Modern Prep, 2022 (ISBN: 9780525570790, on-sale August 2021). Publisher's Note: Products
purchased from third-party sellers are not guaranteed by the publisher for quality or authenticity,
and may not include access to online tests or materials included with the original product.
  ap world history preparation materials: AP World History Modern Prep Plus 2020 &
2021 Kaplan Test Prep, 2020-07-21 Kaplan's AP World History: Modern Prep Plus 2020 & 2021 is
revised to align with the latest exam. This edition features hundreds of practice questions in the
book and online, complete explanations for every question, and a concise review of high-yield
content to quickly build your skills and confidence. Test-like practice comes in 5 full-length exams,
12 pre- and post-chapter quizzes, and 24 online quizzes. Customizable study plans ensure that you
make the most of the study time you have. We’re so confident that AP World History: Modern Prep
Plus offers the guidance you need that we guarantee it: after studying with our online resources and
book, you'll score higher on the AP exam—or you'll get your money back. To access your online
resources, go to kaptest.com/moreonline and follow the directions. You'll need your book handy to
complete the process. The College Board has announced that the 2021 exam dates for AP World
History: Modern will be May 10, May 20, or June 3, depending on the testing format. (Each school
will determine the testing format for their students.) Expert Guidance We know the test—our AP
experts make sure our practice questions and study materials are true to the exam. We know
students—every explanation is written to help you learn, and our tips on the exam structure and
question formats will help you avoid surprises on Test Day. We invented test prep—Kaplan
(kaptest.com) has been helping students for 80 years, and 9 out of 10 Kaplan students get into one
or more of their top-choice colleges.



  ap world history preparation materials: AP World History: Modern Premium, 2024:
Comprehensive Review with 5 Practice Tests + an Online Timed Test Option John McCannon,
2023-07-04 Always study with the most up-to-date prep! Look for AP World History: Modern
Premium, 2025: Prep Book with 5 Practice Tests + Comprehensive Review + Online Practice, ISBN
9781506291888, on sale July 2, 2024. Publisher's Note: Products purchased from third-party sellers
are not guaranteed by the publisher for quality, authenticity, or access to any online entities
included with the product.
  ap world history preparation materials: Princeton Review AP World History: Modern
Premium Prep, 2023 The Princeton Review, 2022-11-22 Make sure you’re studying with the most
up-to-date prep materials! Look for the newest edition of this title, The Princeton Review AP World
History: Modern Premium Prep, 5th Edition (ISBN: 9780593517338, on-sale August 2023).
Publisher's Note: Products purchased from third-party sellers are not guaranteed by the publisher
for quality or authenticity, and may not include access to online tests or materials included with the
original product.
  ap world history preparation materials: CliffsNotes AP World History Cram Plan James
Zucker, 2017-12 This new edition of CliffsNotes AP World History Cram Plan calendarizes a study
plan for AP World History test-takers depending on how much time they have left before they take
the May exam.
  ap world history preparation materials: TExES Social Studies 7-12 (232) Book + Online
Dean Ferguson, 2018-07-24 REA’s TExES Social Studies 7-12 (232) Test Prep with Online Practice
Tests Gets You Certified and in the Classroom! Teacher candidates seeking certification to become
social studies teachers in Texas public schools must take the TExES Social Studies 7-12 (232) test.
Written by Dr. Dean Ferguson, a nationally recognized test-development expert based at Texas A&M
University-Kingsville, our prep provides extensive coverage of the exam’s seven domains and 26
competencies. In addition to a thorough review, this test prep features a diagnostic test and 2
full-length practice tests (1 in the book and 1 online at the REA Study Center) that deal with every
type of question, subject area, and skill tested on the exam. Our online tests offer timed testing
conditions, automatic scoring, and diagnostic feedback on every question to help teacher candidates
zero in on the topics that give them trouble now, so they can succeed on test day. REA’s test prep
package includes: - Comprehensive review of all content categories tested on the TExES Social
Studies 7-12 exam - Online diagnostic that pinpoints strengths and weaknesses to help focus study -
2 full-length practice tests based on actual exam questions - Practice test answers explained in detail
- Proven study tips, strategies, and confidence-boosting advice - Online practice tests feature timed
testing, automatic scoring, and topic-level feedback REA's TExES Social Studies 7-12 (232) is a
must-have for anyone who wants to become a social studies teacher in Texas.
  ap world history preparation materials: AP World History: Modern Premium, 2026: Prep
Book With 5 Practice Tests + Comprehensive Review + Online Practice Barron's Educational
Series, John McCannon, 2025-07-01 Be prepared for exam day with Barron’s. Trusted content from
AP experts! Barron’s AP World History: Modern Premium, 2026 includes in‑depth content review
and practice. It’s the only book you’ll need to be prepared for exam day. Written by Experienced
Educators Learn from Barron’s‑‑all content is written and reviewed by AP experts Build your
understanding with comprehensive review tailored to the most recent exam Get a leg up with tips,
strategies, and study advice for exam day‑‑it’s like having a trusted tutor by your side Be Confident
on Exam Day Sharpen your test‑taking skills with 5 full‑length practice tests–2 in the book, and 3
more online–plus detailed answer explanations and/or sample responses Strengthen your knowledge
with in‑depth review covering all units and themes on the AP World History: Modern exam Reinforce
your learning with AP style practice questions at the end of each unit that cover frequently tested
topics from the chapters and help you gauge your progress Practice your historical thinking skills
and making connections between topics by reviewing the broad trends (including governance,
cultural developments and interactions, social interactions and organizations, and more) that open
each section of the book Robust Online Practice Continue your practice with 3 full‑length practice



tests on Barron’s Online Learning Hub Simulate the exam experience with a timed test option
Deepen your understanding with detailed answer explanations and expert advice Gain confidence
with scoring to check your learning progress Looking for more ways to prep? Check out Barron's AP
World History Podcast wherever you get your favorite podcasts AND power up your study sessions
with Barron's AP World History on Kahoot!‑‑additional, free practice to help you ace your exam!
Publisher's Note: Products purchased from 3rd party sellers are not guaranteed by the publisher for
quality, authenticity, or access to any online entities included with the product.
  ap world history preparation materials: Princeton Review AP World History: Modern Prep,
2022 The Princeton Review, 2021-10-26 Make sure you’re studying with the most up-to-date prep
materials! Look for the newest edition of this title, The Princeton Review AP World History: Modern
Prep, 2023 (ISBN: 9780593450956, on-sale August 2022). Publisher's Note: Products purchased
from third-party sellers are not guaranteed by the publisher for quality or authenticity, and may not
include access to online tests or materials included with the original product.
  ap world history preparation materials: Complete Book of Colleges, 2005 Edition Princeton
Review (Firm), 2004-07-20 Up-to-date information on 1,780 colleges and universities.
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