army service uniform setup guide

army service uniform setup guide is your essential resource for mastering the correct
arrangement and presentation of the Army Service Uniform (ASU). Whether you are a new recruit, a
seasoned soldier, or a civilian preparing for a special ceremony, understanding the detailed
requirements and standards of the ASU is vital. This comprehensive army service uniform setup
guide covers everything from the history and significance of the uniform to an in-depth breakdown
of each component, placement of insignia, ribbons, badges, and accessories. Learn how to ensure
your uniform meets official regulations, project confidence and professionalism, and avoid common
setup mistakes. With practical tips, step-by-step instructions, and answers to the most frequently
asked questions, this guide provides all the information you need to wear the Army Service Uniform
with pride and precision. Dive in to discover how to prepare your ASU for inspections, ceremonies,
and daily duty, and keep it looking sharp at all times.

e Understanding the Army Service Uniform
e Components of the Army Service Uniform
¢ Proper Placement of Insignia and Badges
e Arranging Ribbons and Awards

e Accessories and Footwear Requirements
e Uniform Care and Maintenance

e Common Mistakes and Tips for Perfection

e Army Service Uniform Setup for Inspections

Understanding the Army Service Uniform

The Army Service Uniform, commonly referred to as the ASU, is the formal dress attire worn by
soldiers of the United States Army. It symbolizes tradition, discipline, and professionalism, serving
as an outward display of a soldier’s achievements, rank, and affiliations. Over the years, the ASU has
evolved in appearance and function, but its purpose remains unchanged: to represent the values and
history of the U.S. Army. The setup and maintenance of the army service uniform are governed by
strict regulations to ensure uniformity and respect for the service. Understanding the purpose and
history of the ASU helps wearers appreciate the importance of proper setup and adherence to
standards.



Components of the Army Service Uniform

The Army Service Uniform consists of multiple components, each with specific requirements for fit,
cleanliness, and placement. Properly assembling these elements is the foundation of a regulation-
compliant ASU setup.

Jacket and Trousers/Skirt

The ASU jacket (coat) is typically made of a dark blue or green fabric, tailored for a precise fit.
Soldiers may wear trousers or, for females, an optional skirt. Both must be properly pressed and free
of wrinkles to maintain a sharp appearance.

Shirt and Tie/Neck Tab

A white dress shirt is worn under the jacket, accompanied by a black necktie for male soldiers or a
neck tab for female soldiers. The shirt should be clean, neatly pressed, and fully buttoned.

Headgear

The ASU is completed with either a service cap or beret, depending on the occasion and regulation.
The headgear must be clean, properly shaped, and worn squarely on the head.

Belt and Buckle

A black belt with a brass buckle is worn with the trousers. The brass buckle should be polished, and
the belt should fit snugly and be properly threaded.

Socks and Footwear

Black dress socks and polished black dress shoes complete the ASU ensemble. Shoes must be free of
scuffs and laces tied neatly.

e ASU jacket or coat
e Trousers or skirt

e White dress shirt



Black necktie or neck tab

Belt and polished brass buckle

Service cap or beret

Black socks and dress shoes

Proper Placement of Insignia and Badges

Correct placement of insignia, nameplates, and badges is critical for maintaining uniformity and
adhering to Army regulations. Each item must be precisely positioned according to official
guidelines.

Nameplate

The nameplate is worn centered on the right side of the jacket, typically between one and two inches
above the top of the pocket. For female soldiers, the nameplate positioning may differ based on
uniform cut, and should follow the latest AR 670-1 guidance.

Branch Insignia

Branch insignia is worn on the lapels, centered between the inside and outside edges and parallel to
the ground. The insignia must be positioned symmetrically on both lapels.

Rank Insignia

Rank insignia is worn on the epaulets or shoulder loops, positioned so it is clearly visible and aligned
with the shoulder seam. Officers and enlisted personnel have different requirements for insignia
type and placement.

Skill Badges and Unit Awards

Skill badges, such as Airborne or Combat Infantryman Badges, are worn above the ribbons on the
left chest. Unit awards are generally placed above the right breast pocket. The order of wear and
exact placement must follow the latest Army uniform regulation.



Arranging Ribbons and Awards

Ribbons and awards are a key part of the army service uniform setup guide, reflecting a soldier’s
achievements and service record. Their arrangement must be careful and precise, ensuring each
decoration is displayed with honor.

Ribbon Placement

Ribbons are worn in rows, centered above the left breast pocket. They must be mounted in the order
of precedence, with no more than four ribbons per row. All ribbons should be aligned and not
overlap adjacent rows.

Medals and Unit Citations

Full-size medals are typically worn during formal events, suspended below the top edge of the
pocket. Unit citations and foreign awards are worn in accordance with Army regulations to ensure
proper recognition.

1. Arrange ribbons in order of precedence from top to bottom, right to left.
2. Ensure all ribbons are level and not slanted.

3. Check that badges and medals do not obscure ribbons.

Accessories and Footwear Requirements

Accessories and footwear are integral parts of the Army Service Uniform and play a significant role
in overall appearance. Attention to detail in these areas reflects professionalism and respect for the
uniform.

Gloves and Outerwear

Black leather gloves may be worn during cold weather or formal parades. Outerwear, such as the
Army All-Weather Coat, should be clean, properly sized, and worn in accordance with uniform policy.



Jewelry and Watches

Minimal jewelry is permitted. Soldiers may wear a wristwatch, a ring, and a conservative tie tack.
Female soldiers may wear small, unobtrusive earrings. All accessories must be in good taste and not
detract from the uniform.

Shoe Standards

Shoes must be black, highly polished, and free of visible wear. Laces should be tucked in or tied
neatly. Female soldiers may wear black pumps with a closed toe and heel for certain occasions.

Uniform Care and Maintenance

Proper care and maintenance of the Army Service Uniform ensure it remains presentable and
compliant with standards. Regular cleaning, pressing, and storage are necessary to keep the uniform
in optimal condition.

Cleaning and Pressing

The ASU should be dry-cleaned or hand-washed according to manufacturer instructions. Press all
components to remove wrinkles, and ensure creases are sharp and correctly aligned.

Storage

Store the uniform on a sturdy hanger to maintain the shape of the jacket and trousers. Use garment
bags to protect from dust and moths. Keep all accessories organized and readily accessible.

Routine Inspection

Regularly inspect the uniform for missing buttons, loose threads, and shine on shoes and buckles.
Promptly address any issues to ensure a readiness for inspections or ceremonies at any time.

Common Mistakes and Tips for Perfection

Even experienced soldiers can make errors when setting up their ASU. Awareness of common
mistakes and following professional tips can help achieve a flawless appearance.



Frequent Errors

e Incorrect placement of insignia or badges

e Wearing unapproved accessories or jewelry
e Poorly pressed or wrinkled uniforms

e Improper footwear or unpolished shoes

¢ Outdated or missing awards and ribbons

Expert Tips

e Double-check all placements using a ruler or official guide
e Lay out the entire uniform before dressing
e Have a peer inspect your uniform before important events

¢ Keep a uniform maintenance kit with polish, lint roller, and sewing supplies

Army Service Uniform Setup for Inspections

Preparing the Army Service Uniform for inspection requires meticulous attention to every detail.
Each component should be clean, pressed, and correctly assembled according to the army service
uniform setup guide. Inspectors will check for compliance with current regulations, correct
placement of insignia and awards, and overall neatness. Soldiers should allow sufficient time for
preparation, consult the latest Army uniform regulations, and seek guidance from superiors if
uncertain about any aspect of the uniform. A well-prepared ASU not only meets Army standards but
also demonstrates personal pride and discipline.

Q: What are the main components of the Army Service
Uniform (ASU)?

A: The main components include the ASU jacket or coat, trousers or skirt, white dress shirt, black
necktie or neck tab, belt and brass buckle, headgear (service cap or beret), black socks, and black
dress shoes.



Q: How should ribbons and medals be arranged on the ASU?

A: Ribbons should be arranged in order of precedence above the left breast pocket, with no more
than four per row. Medals are worn below the ribbons during formal occasions, and all decorations
must be properly aligned and spaced.

Q: Where is the nameplate positioned on the Army Service
Uniform?

A: The nameplate is centered on the right side of the jacket, typically 1-2 inches above the pocket
for males. For females, the placement may vary slightly based on uniform cut, following AR 670-1
regulations.

Q: Are soldiers allowed to wear jewelry with the ASU?

A: Soldiers may wear a conservative wristwatch, a ring, and, for females, small earrings. Excessive
or flashy jewelry is not permitted, as it detracts from the uniform’s professional appearance.

Q: What is the correct way to care for and store the Army
Service Uniform?

A: The ASU should be dry-cleaned or hand-washed, pressed regularly, and stored on a sturdy hanger
in a garment bag to maintain shape and protect from dust and damage.

Q: What are common mistakes made when setting up the ASU?

A: Common mistakes include incorrect placement of insignia, unpolished shoes, poorly pressed
uniforms, wearing unauthorized accessories, and wearing outdated or missing awards.

Q: What headgear is worn with the Army Service Uniform?

A: Depending on the occasion and regulation, soldiers may wear a service cap or a beret. Both must
be clean, properly fitted, and worn squarely on the head.

Q: How should the ASU be prepared for inspection?

A: Ensure all uniform components are clean and pressed, insignia and awards are correctly placed,
shoes are polished, and no unauthorized items are worn. It’s best to check against the latest Army
uniform regulations.

Q: Can female soldiers wear skirts and pumps with the ASU?

A: Yes, female soldiers have the option to wear a skirt and black closed-toe pumps with the ASU for
certain occasions, following the guidelines set by Army regulations.



Q: Are there specific regulations for the placement of skill
badges and unit awards?

A: Yes, skill badges are worn above the ribbons on the left chest, while unit awards are placed above
the right breast pocket. Placement must follow current Army uniform regulations for accuracy and
uniformity.
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A-Z | The United States Army Information, contacts and bios from the Office of Public Affairs for
the U.S. Army

SOLDIERS | U.S. Army There are a million Soldiers across the total Army and each of them has a
story to tell

Army Retention Army retention maintains operational readiness and improves lethality through
targeting the Army's best and brightest within critical fields to dominate near-peer adversaries with
superior

Frequently Asked Questions | The United States Army The Army has a program called "Army
Community Service" that is a collection of 12 different services ranging from family advocacy
(domestic violence prevention) to financial counseling

Army Knowledge Online This is a U.S. Government (USG) Information System (IS) that is provided
for USG-authorized use only
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