asl racial slurs signs

asl racial slurs signs are a sensitive and crucial topic within the Deaf and
signing communities, raising important questions about language, culture, and
respect. This article explores the history, usage, and implications of racial
slurs in American Sign Language (ASL), highlighting why awareness and caution
are necessary when encountering or discussing these signs. Readers will learn
about the origins of offensive signs, the social and cultural impact of their
use, and the steps being taken to promote positive and inclusive
communication in ASL. Additionally, the article provides guidance for
educators, interpreters, and learners to avoid perpetuating harmful language.
The comprehensive coverage ensures that anyone interested in ASL,
linguistics, or cultural sensitivity will gain valuable insights for
responsible and respectful signing.
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Understanding ASL Racial Slurs Signs

ASL racial slurs signs refer to specific signs in American Sign Language that
have been or are used to convey derogatory, offensive, or prejudiced meanings
targeting individuals based on their race or ethnicity. Like spoken
languages, ASL has evolved within its cultural context, and some signs were
historically created or adapted to reflect societal biases. Understanding
these signs requires examining their origins, usage, and the harm they can
cause. In today'’'s world, awareness of offensive signs is vital for promoting
inclusivity and respect within both Deaf and hearing communities. This
section sets the foundation for recognizing why these signs are problematic
and the importance of eradicating them from modern signing practices.



History and Evolution of Racial Slurs in ASL

The history of racial slurs in ASL is closely tied to the broader social and
historical context of the United States. Early forms of ASL developed at a
time when racial segregation and discrimination were widespread. As a result,
some signs were created to mimic offensive stereotypes or physical
characteristics, reflecting the attitudes and prejudices of that era. Over
time, many of these signs became embedded in Deaf culture, sometimes without
critical examination.

In recent decades, there has been a shift toward more respectful and
inclusive language in both spoken and signed communication. Community
leaders, educators, and advocacy groups have worked to educate signers about
the origins and implications of certain signs, encouraging the adoption of
neutral or respectful alternatives. This evolution demonstrates the capacity
of language, including ASL, to adapt to changing societal values.

Common ASL Racial Slurs Signs and Their
Meanings

Several signs historically used in ASL are now recognized as racial slurs or
offensive gestures. Some were created to mock or stereotype specific racial
groups, while others were used to label people in derogatory ways.
Understanding these signs is crucial for avoiding unintentional harm and for
educating others about their inappropriate nature.

e Signs for Black individuals that mimic exaggerated physical features or
use the cheek in a derogatory way.

e Signs for Asian individuals that pull at the eyes to mimic slanted eyes.

e Signs for Hispanic or Latino individuals using gestures that caricature
skin tone or other features.

e Signs for Indigenous peoples that mimic headdresses or other cultural
symbols in a mocking fashion.

e Other outdated or offensive signs that have been replaced by neutral
alternatives.

It is important to note that these signs are not taught in reputable ASL
courses today and are widely condemned by modern Deaf leaders, educators, and
interpreters.



Social and Cultural Impacts

The use of ASL racial slurs signs can have deep and lasting impacts on
individuals and communities. These signs perpetuate negative stereotypes,
reinforce systemic racism, and contribute to the marginalization of
minorities within the Deaf community. For Deaf individuals of color,
encountering or being labeled with offensive signs can lead to feelings of
isolation, discrimination, and trauma.

Beyond individual harm, the continued use of such signs undermines efforts to
build inclusive and respectful environments in schools, workplaces, and
public spaces. Raising awareness and promoting positive language are
essential steps toward healing and unity within the Deaf community.

Ethical Considerations for ASL Users and
Interpreters

Ethical responsibility is paramount for anyone using or interpreting ASL.
Interpreters, educators, and fluent signers must be vigilant in avoiding
racial slurs or offensive signs, even when translating historical documents
or quoting others. Professional codes of conduct stress the need for accuracy
without perpetuating harm.

When encountering offensive signs, interpreters and educators are encouraged
to:

Educate themselves about the historical context and current perceptions
of problematic signs.

Advocate for the use of neutral or respectful alternatives.

Inform students and clients about why certain signs are inappropriate.

Report and address incidents of offensive sign usage in educational or
public settings.

Maintaining high ethical standards is key to fostering respect and equity in
ASL communication.

Alternatives and Positive Sign Language



Practices

To replace ASL racial slurs signs, the community has adopted a variety of
neutral, respectful alternatives. These signs focus on accurate description
without invoking stereotypes or offensive imagery. For racial or ethnic
identities, signers are encouraged to use signs that are self-identified and
approved by those communities.

e Use signs that directly fingerspell the name of a race or nationality
(e.g., B-L-A-C-K, A-S-I-A-N).

e Utilize signs that have been developed in collaboration with Deaf people
of color and advocacy organizations.

e Educate others about the importance of using inclusive signs.

By adopting these practices, ASL users contribute to a more respectful and
accurate representation of diverse identities.

Preventing the Spread of Offensive Signs

Stopping the spread of ASL racial slurs signs requires ongoing education,
vigilance, and community leadership. New learners must be taught the history
and harm associated with offensive signs, while experienced signers should
model inclusive behavior.

1. ASL teachers and curriculum developers should exclude racial slurs from
instructional materials.

2. Workshops and training sessions should address the topic of language and
bias in ASL.

3. Community leaders should speak out against the use of offensive signs
and promote positive alternatives.

4. Online resources and videos should be scrutinized for accuracy and
cultural sensitivity.

Collective action is necessary to ensure that ASL remains a language of
inclusion and respect for all.



Conclusion

Examining the topic of asl racial slurs signs reveals the complex
relationship between language, culture, and social change. While some
offensive signs persist as relics of a prejudiced past, the Deaf and signing
communities are making significant strides toward eradicating them and
promoting positive, inclusive alternatives. Ongoing education, advocacy, and
ethical leadership are critical to ensuring that ASL upholds the values of
respect and equality. By understanding the history, impact, and solutions
surrounding racial slurs in ASL, signers and allies can help create a more
welcoming environment for everyone.

Q: What are ASL racial slurs signs?

A: ASL racial slurs signs are offensive or derogatory signs used in American
Sign Language to refer to individuals based on racial or ethnic identity.
These signs typically perpetuate stereotypes or negative connotations and are
considered highly inappropriate in modern ASL.

Q: Why do some ASL signs become racial slurs?

A: Some ASL signs originated during times of widespread racism and reflected
the biases and stereotypes of those periods. As social awareness grew, these
signs were recognized as offensive and replaced with respectful alternatives.

Q: Are racial slurs still taught in ASL classes?

A: No, reputable ASL programs and teachers do not teach racial slurs.
Instructors emphasize neutral or self-identified signs and educate students
about the harm caused by outdated or offensive signs.

Q: How can interpreters avoid using racial slurs in
ASL?

A: Interpreters should stay informed about the history and perception of
signs, consult with the communities involved, use neutral alternatives, and
educate clients about respectful signing practices.

Q: What are some common alternatives to ASL racial
slur signs?

A: Common alternatives include fingerspelling racial or ethnic identities and
using signs that have been approved by Deaf people from those backgrounds,
ensuring accuracy and respect.



Q: What should someone do if they see a racial slur
being signed?

A: If someone witnesses a racial slur in ASL, they should address it
respectfully by educating the signer, explaining the harm caused, and
suggesting appropriate alternatives.

Q: How do ASL communities address the issue of
racial slurs?

A: ASL communities address this issue through education, advocacy, and the
creation of resources that highlight positive language practices and
discourage the use of offensive signs.

Q: Is there a list of banned or offensive ASL signs?

A: While there is no formal banned list, ASL educators and advocacy groups
provide guidance on which signs are inappropriate, and these are generally
excluded from modern instruction.

Q: Why is it important to avoid asl racial slurs
signs?

A: Avoiding racial slurs in ASL is important for fostering inclusive,
respectful communication and preventing the perpetuation of harmful
stereotypes within the Deaf and signing communities.

Q: Can ASL evolve to remove racial slurs entirely?

A: Yes, like all languages, ASL continues to evolve. Community advocacy and
education are driving positive change to remove offensive signs and replace
them with inclusive alternatives.
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asl racial slurs signs: The Behavior of Social Justice Natalie Parks, Francesca Barbieri, Ryan
Sain, Shawn Thomas Capell, Beverly Kirby, 2024-10-01 This seminal work utilizes the principles of
applied behavior analysis (ABA) to understand people’s actions. It provides a framework for the
study of social injustices that moves beyond just condemning others for their oppressive behaviors,
outlining solutions that help work towards a more socially just society. Divided across three main
sections, the book outlines the basic principles of applied behavior analysis, considers key tenets of
social justice work, and examines how social justice work can be carried out on an individual and a
wider institutional level. The first section focuses on the principles of behavior and how it expounds
on the causes, reasons, and purposes behind one’s actions. The subsequent sections pay particular
attention to how prejudice, stereotypes, and bias play out in society, and how prejudices and biases
make us more likely to participate in social injustices. The third section provides a behavioral
description of various -isms and discusses the difference between -isms and individual behaviors,
before exploring common -isms. The book concludes with an analysis of the reasons behind their
persistence, followed by solutions that can be embraced by people. Packed with case studies and
reflective questions, The Behavior of Social Justice is an essential reading for students and scholars
of behavioral sciences, psychology, sociology and education, as well as academics and researchers
interested in the study of social justice.

asl racial slurs signs: [ Want to Talk Harry W. Hoemann, Rosemarie Lucafo, 1980

asl racial slurs signs: Taboo in Sign Languages Donna Jo Napoli, Jami Fisher, Gene Mirus,
2023-10-26 Taboo topics in deaf communities include the usual ones found in spoken languages, as
well as ones particular to deaf experiences, both in how deaf people relate to hearing people and
how deaf people interact with other deaf people. Attention to these topics can help linguists
understand better the consequences of field method choices and lead them to adopt better ones.
Taboo expressions in American Sign Language are innovative regarding the linguistic structures
they play with. This creativity is evident across the grammar in non-taboo expressions, but seems to
revel in profane ones. When it comes to the syntax, however, certain types of structures occur in
taboo expressions that are all but absent elsewhere, showing grammatical possibilities that might
have gone unnoticed without attention to taboo. Taboo expressions are innovative, as well, in how
they respond to changing culture, where lexical items that are incoherent with community
sensibilities are 'corrected'.

asl racial slurs signs: For Hearing People Only: 4th Edition Matthew S. Moore, Linda
Levitan, 2016-01-14 Answers to Some of the Most Commonly Asked Questions. About the Deaf
Community, its Culture, and the “Deaf Reality.”

asl racial slurs signs: Dangerous Jokes Claire Horisk, 2024 Dangerous Jokes develops a new
theory about how humor in ordinary conversations communicates prejudice and reinforces social
hierarchies, drawing on the author's expertise in philosophy of language and on evidence from
sociology, law and cognitive science. It explains why jokes are more powerful than ordinary speech
at conveying demeaning messages, and it gives a new account of listening, addressing the morality
of telling, listening to, being amused by, and laughing at demeaning jokes.

asl racial slurs signs: The Oxford Handbook of Taboo Words and Language Keith Allan, 2019
This volume brings together experts from a wide range of disciplines to define and describe taboo
words and language and to investigate the reasons and beliefs behind them. It examines topics such
as impoliteness, swearing, censorship, taboo in deaf communities, translation of tabooed words, and
the use of taboo in banter and comedy.

asl racial slurs signs: Deaf Life , 1994

asl racial slurs signs: Sociology David M. Newman, 1997 Newman explores the theories and
observations on how individuals build relationships within society. Themes include personal self in
society, social structure and institutions, building identity and image, and how differences and
inequalities are reinforced.

asl racial slurs signs: Big Book of HR Exam Practice Questions Sandra M. Reed, 2024-07-19



Prepare for HR certification exams faster and smarter with over 1000 expertly written practice
questions In the Big Book of HR Exam Practice Questions: 1000 Questions to Test Your Knowledge
and Help You Prepare for the PHR, PHRi, SPHR, SPHRi and SHRM CP/SCP Certification Exams,
human resources certification expert Sandra M. Reed delivers an essential test-prep resource for the
Human Resources Certification Institute's PHR, PHRi, SPHR, SPHRi and SHRM CP and SCP exams.
The book offers over 1000 challenging and well-written questions covering the entire range of
subjects covered by the tests, updated for the 2024 exams. In the book, you'll find content exploring
United States labor law, talent planning and acquisition, business strategy, total rewards, learning
and development, risk management and compliance, diversity, equity, and inclusion, and much
more. You'll also discover: Easy-to-find info that makes the book perfect as a go-to, on-the-job
resource for practicing HR professionals Extensive materials offering full coverage of the subjects
tested on the exams, helping you to reduce test anxiety and improve information recall Online
recommendations for additional expert resources that will take your study efforts to the next level
Complimentary access to Sybex's easy-to-use online test bank that includes all the practice questions
from the book An effective and powerful study resource for people preparing for the HRCI's PHR,
SPHR, and SHRM CP and SCP exams, Big Book of HR Exam Practice Questions is also the perfect
desk reference for aspiring and practicing human resource practitioners.

asl racial slurs signs: What the F Benjamin K. Bergen, 2016-09-13 It may be starred, beeped,
and censored -- yet profanity is so appealing that we can't stop using it. In the funniest, clearest
study to date, Benjamin Bergen explains why, and what that tells us about our language and brains.
Nearly everyone swears-whether it's over a few too many drinks, in reaction to a stubbed toe, or in
flagrante delicto. And yet, we sit idly by as words are banned from television and censored in books.
We insist that people excise profanity from their vocabularies and we punish children for yelling the
very same dirty words that we'll mutter in relief seconds after they fall asleep. Swearing, it seems, is
an intimate part of us that we have decided to selectively deny. That's a damn shame. Swearing is
useful. It can be funny, cathartic, or emotionally arousing. As linguist and cognitive scientist
Benjamin K. Bergen shows us, it also opens a new window onto how our brains process language
and why languages vary around the world and over time. In this groundbreaking yet ebullient romp
through the linguistic muck, Bergen answers intriguing questions: How can patients left otherwise
speechless after a stroke still shout Goddamn! when they get upset? When did a cock grow to be
more than merely a rooster? Why is crap vulgar when poo is just childish? Do slurs make you treat
people differently? Why is the first word that Samoan children say not mommy but eat shit? And why
do we extend a middle finger to flip someone the bird? Smart as hell and funny as fuck, What the F
is mandatory reading for anyone who wants to know how and why we swear.

asl racial slurs signs: Reference Sources for Small and Medium-sized Libraries, Eighth Edition
Jack O'Gorman, 2014-02-25 Focusing on new reference sources published since 2008 and reference
titles that have retained their relevance, this new edition brings O’Gorman’s complete and
authoritative guide to the best reference sources for small and medium-sized academic and public
libraries fully up to date. About 40 percent of the content is new to this edition. Containing sources
selected and annotated by a team of public and academic librarians, the works included have been
chosen for value and expertise in specific subject areas. Equally useful for both library patrons and
staff, this resource Covers more than a dozen key subject areas, including General Reference;
Philosophy, Religion, and Ethics; Psychology and Psychiatry; Social Sciences and Sociology;
Business and Careers; Political Science and Law; Education; Words and Languages; Science and
Technology; History; and Performing Arts Encompasses database products, CD-ROMs, websites, and
other electronic resources in addition to print materials Includes thorough annotations for each
source, with information on author/editor, publisher, cost, format, Dewey and LC classification
numbers, and more Library patrons will find this an invaluable resource for current everyday topics.
Librarians will appreciate it as both a reference and collection development tool, knowing it’s
backed by ALA’s long tradition of excellence in reference selection.

asl racial slurs signs: Teaching for Diversity and Social Justice Maurianne Adams, Lee Anne




Bell, Diane J. Goodman, Davey Shlasko, Rachel R. Briggs, Romina Pacheco, 2022-08-17 For over 30
years, Teaching for Diversity and Social Justice has been the definitive sourcebook of theoretical
foundations, pedagogical and design frameworks, and curricular models for social justice teaching
practice. Thoroughly revised and updated, this fourth edition continues in the tradition of its
predecessors to cover the most relevant issues and controversies in social justice education (SJE) in
a practical, hands-on format. Filled with ready-to-apply activities and discussion questions, this book
provides teachers and facilitators with an accessible pedagogical approach to issues of oppression in
classrooms. The revised edition also focuses on providing students and participants with the tools
needed to apply their learning about these issues. This fourth edition includes new and revised
material for each of the core chapters in the book complemented by fully developed online teaching
designs, including over 150 downloadables, activities, and handouts on the book’s companion
website. A classic for educators across disciplines and contexts, Teaching for Diversity and Social
Justice presents a thoughtful, well-constructed, and inclusive foundation for engaging people in the
complex and often daunting problems of discrimination and inequality in American society.

asl racial slurs signs: Building the Reference Collection Gay D. Patrick, 1992 Whether the
issue is building, managing, or evaluating the reference collection, this practical guide should make
the process easier. The first section covers all the basic elements: identifying users and determining
their needs; selection criteria; tools for selection and review; budget allocations; and online
reference services. The second section provides the building blocks themselves: an annotated list of
approximately 300 sources, presented in four categories. The first is a core list for all school levels.
The remaining three list basic reference sources for elementary, intermediate, and high school
levels.

asl racial slurs signs: Reference Sources for Small and Medium-sized Libraries American
Library Association. Ad Hoc Committee for the Fourth Edition of Reference Sources for Small and
Medium-sized Libraries, Jovian Lang, Deborah C. Masters, 1984

asl racial slurs signs: Essaying Biography Gloria G. Fromm, Leon Edel, 1986

asl racial slurs signs: Bowker's Complete Video Directory , 2000

asl racial slurs signs: Reference Sources for Small and Medium-sized Libraries Jovian Lang,
1992 This classified annotated bibliography updates the standard sources needed by most small and
medium-sized libraries for answering reference questions and improving collections. The brief,
succinct annotations provide complete ordering information, which may make this a valuable tool for
busy librarians.

asl racial slurs signs: Reference Sources for Small and Medium-sized Libraries Jack
O'Gorman, 2008 This guide to reference sources covers a wide range of topics in a variety of formats
including print, websites, CD-ROMs, and electronic databases.

asl racial slurs signs: Access Lilly Bruck, 1978
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