
african american sign language history
african american sign language history is a fascinating and important subject that reveals the
rich tapestry of linguistic and cultural development within the African American Deaf community.
This article provides a comprehensive overview of African American Sign Language (AASL), tracing
its origins, unique features, and its relationship to American Sign Language (ASL). Readers will
learn about the historical factors that influenced AASL’s emergence, the impact of segregation in
education, and the community's efforts to preserve and recognize this vibrant language variety.
Whether you are a student, educator, or history enthusiast, this article offers valuable insights into
the evolution, characteristics, and significance of African American Sign Language history. Explore
key milestones, cultural contributions, and the ongoing journey toward linguistic recognition and
respect within the broader Deaf community.
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The Origins and Early History of African American Sign
Language

African American Sign Language history dates back to the early 19th century, closely intertwined
with the experiences of Black Deaf individuals in the United States. The roots of AASL can be traced
to segregated educational institutions established for African American Deaf students during a
period when racial discrimination was pervasive. Unlike their white counterparts, African American
Deaf children often attended separate schools, which led to the development of a distinct sign
language variety.

Early Black Deaf communities developed their own ways of communication, drawing from a mixture
of regional signs, home signs, and influences from other African American linguistic traditions. This
organic evolution allowed AASL to emerge as a language variety with its own grammar, vocabulary,
and cultural expressions, reflecting the shared experiences and heritage of African American Deaf
people.



Segregation and Its Impact on African American Deaf
Education

The Era of Segregated Schools

Segregation profoundly shaped African American sign language history. Following the Civil War,
states in the South established separate, often underfunded schools for Black Deaf children. These
institutions, including the North Carolina School for the Colored Deaf and the Texas School for the
Deaf, fostered environments where Black Deaf students formed tight-knit communities. The isolation
from white Deaf students meant that language transmission occurred mostly within the Black Deaf
community, solidifying AASL’s unique characteristics.

Educational Inequality and Cultural Resilience

Despite facing unequal resources and opportunities, Black Deaf students and educators
demonstrated remarkable resilience. They created rich linguistic and cultural environments within
their schools, where AASL flourished. While white Deaf schools had greater access to formalized
curricula and resources, Black Deaf schools relied heavily on peer-to-peer learning, storytelling, and
cultural traditions, all of which contributed to AASL’s distinctive features.

Limited access to certified Deaf instructors

Reliance on oralism in some institutions

Development of unique regional signs and expressions

Strong emphasis on community and identity

Linguistic Features and Distinctive Characteristics of
AASL

Grammar and Structure

African American Sign Language is recognized for its unique grammatical structures and sign
formations. Researchers have identified differences in facial expressions, signing space, and syntax
compared to mainstream ASL. For instance, AASL often uses a larger signing space and
incorporates more two-handed signs, reflecting the dynamic nature of African American cultural
expression.



Lexical Innovations and Regional Variation

AASL features vocabulary and expressions that are distinct from standard ASL. Many signs are
rooted in the lived experiences of the African American Deaf community, including signs related to
music, religion, and family. Additionally, regional variation is pronounced due to the historical
segregation of schools and communities, meaning that certain signs may be unique to specific states
or regions.

Key Figures and Milestones in African American Sign
Language History

Pioneers in Deaf Education

Several notable figures have played pivotal roles in shaping African American Sign Language
history. Andrew Foster, often referred to as the “Father of Deaf Education in Africa,” was one of the
first Black graduates of Gallaudet University and established schools for the Deaf across Africa,
inspiring generations of Black Deaf educators worldwide.

Landmark Research and Recognition

Academic research on AASL gained momentum in the late 20th and early 21st centuries, with
linguists such as Dr. Carolyn McCaskill and Dr. Joseph Hill documenting its features and advocating
for its recognition. Their work has brought national attention to the contributions of African
American Deaf communities and highlighted the linguistic richness of AASL.

Establishment of segregated Deaf schools (late 1800s)1.

Graduation of Andrew Foster from Gallaudet University (1954)2.

Integration of Deaf schools following Brown v. Board of Education (1954)3.

Publication of major linguistic studies on AASL (2000s)4.

The Role of Community and Culture in AASL
Development

Community Networks and Language Transmission



The African American Deaf community has been instrumental in the preservation and transmission
of AASL. Family gatherings, church services, and social events provided spaces for language
sharing, reinforcing cultural identity and community bonds. These networks ensured that AASL
remained vibrant across generations, even as mainstream ASL became more dominant after school
integration.

Cultural Expression and Storytelling

Storytelling, music, and religious traditions play a central role in AASL. Signers often incorporate
rhythm, body movement, and expressive gestures, reflecting broader patterns in African American
culture. These elements set AASL apart and contribute to its unique linguistic and cultural value.

Preservation, Recognition, and Modern Challenges

Efforts to Document and Preserve AASL

Recent decades have seen increased efforts to document and preserve African American Sign
Language history. Linguists and community leaders have conducted interviews, compiled video
archives, and developed educational resources to ensure that AASL is recognized and valued. These
initiatives aim to combat language loss and promote intergenerational transmission.

Challenges Facing the AASL Community Today

Despite growing recognition, the African American Deaf community continues to face challenges.
These include limited representation in academic research, societal misconceptions, and pressures
to conform to standard ASL. Advocacy groups and scholars work tirelessly to address these issues,
seeking greater inclusion and respect for AASL and its speakers.

The Legacy and Future of African American Sign
Language

African American Sign Language history is a testament to the resilience, creativity, and cultural
pride of the Black Deaf community. As awareness of AASL grows, so does appreciation for its
linguistic contributions and the role it plays in shaping American Deaf culture. Ongoing research and
community activism ensure that AASL’s legacy will continue to inspire future generations and enrich
the tapestry of American language and culture.

The journey of African American Sign Language highlights the importance of linguistic diversity,
cultural heritage, and the ongoing struggle for recognition and equality. Its story is far from over,
with new chapters being written every day by those who cherish and uphold this unique language



variety.

Q: What is African American Sign Language and how does it
differ from American Sign Language?
A: African American Sign Language (AASL) is a distinct variety of sign language developed within
the African American Deaf community. It differs from mainstream American Sign Language (ASL) in
grammar, vocabulary, and signing style, featuring unique expressions, larger signing space, and
cultural influences shaped by the history of segregation and community life.

Q: When did African American Sign Language first emerge?
A: African American Sign Language began to emerge in the 19th century, particularly after the
establishment of segregated schools for Black Deaf children in the southern United States. The
language developed organically as a result of educational and social separation from white Deaf
communities.

Q: Why was segregation significant in the development of
AASL?
A: Segregation led to the creation of separate educational and social spaces for Black Deaf
individuals. This allowed African American Sign Language to develop distinct features, as language
was transmitted and shaped within isolated communities, free from the direct influence of white
Deaf schools and standard ASL.

Q: Who are some key figures in African American Sign
Language history?
A: Andrew Foster, Dr. Carolyn McCaskill, and Dr. Joseph Hill are among the key figures who have
contributed to the recognition, research, and advancement of African American Sign Language.
Their work has been instrumental in documenting and elevating AASL within both academic and
Deaf communities.

Q: What are some unique linguistic features of AASL?
A: AASL is known for its use of a larger signing space, more two-handed signs, distinctive facial
expressions, and vocabulary rooted in African American culture and experiences. It often
incorporates rhythmic and expressive signing styles influenced by Black cultural practices.

Q: How has the integration of schools affected African



American Sign Language?
A: School integration after Brown v. Board of Education in 1954 led to increased contact between
Black and white Deaf students. This resulted in some blending of AASL and ASL features, but also
posed challenges for the preservation of AASL’s unique linguistic identity.

Q: What efforts are being made to preserve and recognize
AASL today?
A: Linguists, community leaders, and advocacy groups are working to document AASL through
research, video archives, and educational programs. These efforts aim to promote awareness,
intergenerational transmission, and formal recognition of AASL as a vital part of Deaf and African
American heritage.

Q: Is African American Sign Language officially recognized as
a separate language?
A: While AASL is widely recognized as a distinct variety of ASL with its own linguistic features, it is
not officially classified as a separate language. However, ongoing research and advocacy are
pushing for greater recognition of its unique status.

Q: How can people learn more about African American Sign
Language?
A: Individuals interested in AASL can explore academic studies, attend workshops, connect with
African American Deaf organizations, and watch video resources that showcase AASL in use.
Engaging directly with the community is one of the best ways to learn about its history and
language.

Q: Why is it important to study African American Sign
Language history?
A: Studying African American Sign Language history helps highlight the diversity and richness
within the Deaf community, promotes cultural understanding, and ensures that the contributions
and experiences of Black Deaf individuals are recognized and preserved for future generations.

African American Sign Language History
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  african american sign language history: The ^AOxford Handbook of African American
Language Sonja Lanehart, 2015-06-01 The goal of The Oxford Handbook of African American
Language is to provide readers with a wide range of analyses of both traditional and contemporary
work on language use in African American communities in a broad collective.
  african american sign language history: Sociocultural and Historical Contexts of
African American English Sonja L. Lanehart, 2001-01-01 This volume, based on presentations at a
1998 state of the art conference at the University of Georgia, critically examines African American
English (AAE) socially, culturally, historically, and educationally. It explores the relationship
between AAE and other varieties of English (namely Southern White Vernaculars, Gullah, and
Caribbean English creoles), language use in the African American community (e.g., Hip Hop,
women's language, and directness), and application of our knowledge about AAE to issues in
education (e.g., improving overall academic success). To its credit (since most books avoid the
issue), the volume also seeks to define the term 'AAE' and challenge researchers to address the
complexity of defining a language and its speakers. The volume collectively tries to help readers
better understand language use in the African American community and how that understanding
benefits all who value language variation and the knowledge such study brings to our society.
  african american sign language history: Culturally Responsive Practices in Speech,
Language, and Hearing Sciences, Second Edition Yvette D. Hyter, Marlene B. Salas-Provance,
2021-11-22 Culturally Responsive Practices in Speech, Language, and Hearing Sciences, Second
Edition provides an innovative perspective on cultural responsiveness in the field of communication
sciences and disorders. It is imperative for clinicians and scientists to be aware of diverse aspects of
globalization: how these aspects may affect their own knowledge, strengths, biases, and
interventions, as well as the relationships between the communities, families, and individuals with
whom they partner in care. This essential textbook will facilitate the creation of knowledge and the
development of attitudes and skills that lead to culturally responsive practices. The text presents
conceptual frameworks to guide readers toward cultural responsiveness by becoming critically
engaged users of culturally responsive and globally engaged practices. The text is focused on
speech, language, and hearing, but also draws from theoretical frameworks in other disciplines for
an interprofessional, transdisciplinary, and macro practice perspective, and is appropriate for other
allied health professions. New to the Second Edition: * Reorganized chapters and text for a greater
flow of information. * Updated throughout to reflect the current state of research. * A thoroughly
revised chapter on Culturally Responsive Practices using a Human Rights Approach through a Social
Justice Lens (Chapter 4) * Material on Culture and Hearing (Chapter 6) has been updated and
expanded * Key terms are now bolded throughout the text. * Content has been edited to be more
concise for increased readability and comprehension. * New reflection focus with thought cloud
graphic noted to target these areas throughout the book. Key Features: * Case studies facilitating
knowledge and skills regarding culturally and linguistically responsive practices * Journal prompts
and discussion questions challenging individuals to use critical and dialectical thinking * Real-life
activities that can be completed inside or outside the classroom or therapeutic setting * Suggested
readings from the current literature in cultural and linguistic responsiveness and global engagement
to build knowledge and skills, and to influence student attitudes Disclaimer: Please note that
ancillary content (such as study guides, flashcards, and additional readings) may not be included as
published in the original print version of this book.
  african american sign language history: The SAGE Deaf Studies Encyclopedia Genie Gertz,
Patrick Boudreault, 2016-01-05 The time has come for a new in-depth encyclopedic collection of
articles defining the current state of Deaf Studies at an international level and using the critical and
intersectional lens encompassing the field. The emergence of Deaf Studies programs at colleges and
universities and the broadened knowledge of social sciences (including but not limited to Deaf
History, Deaf Culture, Signed Languages, Deaf Bilingual Education, Deaf Art, and more) have served
to expand the activities of research, teaching, analysis, and curriculum development. The field has



experienced a major shift due to increasing awareness of Deaf Studies research since the mid-1960s.
The field has been further influenced by the Deaf community’s movement, resistance, activism and
politics worldwide, as well as the impact of technological advances, such as in communications, with
cell phones, computers, and other devices. A major goal of this new encyclopedia is to shift focus
away from the “Medical/Pathological Model” that would view Deaf individuals as needing to be
“fixed” in order to correct hearing and speaking deficiencies for the sole purpose of assimilating into
mainstream society. By contrast, The Deaf Studies Encyclopedia seeks to carve out a new and
critical perspective on Deaf Studies with the focus that the Deaf are not a people with a disability to
be treated and “cured” medically, but rather, are members of a distinct cultural group with a distinct
and vibrant community and way of being.
  african american sign language history: Demographic and Socioeconomic Basis of
Ethnolinguistics Jacob S. Siegel, 2017-10-25 This book presents a description and analysis of
sociolinguistics written from a demographer’s perspective. It synthesizes the data on the materials,
methods, and issues of this interdisciplinary field, pulling together the scattered materials published
in this area into a coherent whole. Drawing on a wide range of sciences in addition to demography
and sociolinguistics, including sociology, anthropology, statistics, psychology, neuroscience, and
public policy, the book treats theoretical and applied issues, links methods and substantive findings,
covers both national and international materials, and provides prehistorical, historical, and
contemporary illustrations. The book treats the theoretical issue of how the language we use
develops socially on a base of linguistic genetic capacity and the practical issue of how the
intervention of the state and public figures may profoundly alter the natural evolution of the
language. As such, this book will appeal to a wide range of users, from students to teachers and
practitioners of social demography, sociolinguistics, cultural anthropology, and particularly to those
social scientists interested in ethnic studies and human migration.
  african american sign language history: The Hidden Treasure of Black ASL Carolyn
McCaskill, Ceil Lucas, Robert Bayley, Joseph Christopher Hill, 2011 [This book], originally published
in 2011, presents the first sociohistorical and linguistic study of Black American Sign Language.
Based on the findings of the Black ASL Project, which undertook this unprecedented research,
Hidden Treasure documents the stories and language of the African American Deaf community. With
links to online video content that includes interviews with Black ASL users, this volume is a
groundbreaking scholarly contribution and a powerful affirmation for Black Deaf people. This
paperback edition includes an updated foreword by Glenn B. Anderson, a new preface that reflects
on the impact of this research, and an expanded list of references and resources on Black ASL. The
online supplemental video content is available at the Gallaudet University Press YouTube
Channel--Publisher.
  african american sign language history: The Routledge Companion to the Work of John
R. Rickford Renée Blake, Isabelle Buchstaller, 2019-09-17 This comprehensive collection is the first
full book-length volume to bring together writing focused around and inspired by the work of John
Rickford and his role in sociolinguistic research over the last four decades. Featuring contributions
from more than 40 leading scholars in the field, the volume integrates both historical and current
perspectives on key topics in Rickford’s body of work at the intersection of language and society,
highlighting the influence of his work from diverse fields such as sociolinguistics, stylistics, creole
studies, and language and education. The volume is organized around four sections, each
representing one of the fundamental strands in Rickford’s scholarship over the course of his career,
bookended by short vignettes that feature stories from the field to more broadly contextualize his
intellectual legacy: • Language contact from a sociolinguistic and sociohistorical point of view • The
political ramifications of linguistic heterogeneity • The stylistic implications of language variation
and change • The educational implications of linguistic heterogeneity and social injustice Taken
together, The Routledge Companion to the Work of John R. Rickford serves as a platform to
showcase Rickford’s pioneering contributions to the field and, in turn, to socially reflective linguistic
research more generally, making this key reading for students and researchers in sociolinguistics,



creole studies, language and style, and language and education.
  african american sign language history: Sociolinguistics in Deaf Communities Ceil Lucas,
1995 A valuable resource and a rare, qualitative presentation. -- Academic Library Book Review.
  african american sign language history: The Handbook of Linguistics Mark Aronoff, Janie
Rees-Miller, 2017-04-24 The first edition of this Handbook is built on surveys by well-known figures
from around the world and around the intellectual world, reflecting several different theoretical
predilections, balancing coverage of enduring questions and important recent work. Those strengths
are now enhanced by adding new chapters and thoroughly revising almost all other chapters, partly
to reflect ways in which the field has changed in the intervening twenty years, in some places
radically. The result is a magnificent volume that can be used for many purposes. David W.
Lightfoot, Georgetown University The Handbook of Linguistics, Second Edition is a stupendous
achievement. Aronoff and Rees-Miller have provided overviews of 29 subfields of linguistics, each
written by one of the leading researchers in that subfield and each impressively crafted in both style
and content. I know of no finer resource for anyone who would wish to be better informed on recent
developments in linguistics. Frederick J. Newmeyer, University of Washington, University of British
Columbia and Simon Fraser University Linguists, their students, colleagues, family, and friends:
anyone interested in the latest findings from a wide array of linguistic subfields will welcome this
second updated and expanded edition of The Handbook of Linguistics. Leading scholars provide
highly accessible yet substantive introductions to their fields: it's an even more valuable resource
than its predecessor. Sally McConnell-Ginet, Cornell University No handbook or text offers a more
comprehensive, contemporary overview of the field of linguistics in the twenty-first century. New
and thoroughly updated chapters by prominent scholars on each topic and subfield make this a
unique, landmark publication.Walt Wolfram, North Carolina State University This second edition of
The Handbook of Linguistics provides an updated and timely overview of the field of linguistics. The
editor's broad definition of the field ensures that the book may be read by those seeking a
comprehensive introduction to the subject, but with little or no prior knowledge of the area. Building
on the popular first edition, The Handbook of Linguistics, Second Edition features new and revised
content reflecting advances within the discipline. New chapters expand the already broad coverage
of the Handbook to address and take account of key changes within the field in the intervening
years. It explores: psycholinguistics, linguistic anthropology and ethnolinguistics, sociolinguistic
theory, language variation and second language pedagogy. With contributions from a global team of
leading linguists, this comprehensive and accessible volume is the ideal resource for those engaged
in study and work within the dynamic field of linguistics.
  african american sign language history: Sociolinguistics Nikolas Coupland, 2016-06-20
Sociolinguistics is a dynamic field of research that explains the role and function of language in
social life. This book offers the most substantial account available of the core contemporary ideas
and arguments in sociolinguistics, with an emphasis on innovation and change. Bringing together
original writing by more than twenty of the field's most influential international thinkers and
researchers, this is an indispensable guide to the newest and most searching ideas about language
in society. For researchers and advanced students it gives access to the field's most pressing issues
and debates, as well as providing a platform for new initiatives in sociolinguistic research.
  african american sign language history: Women Talk More than Men Abby Kaplan,
2016-04-21 A detailed look at language-related myths that explores both what we know and how we
know it.
  african american sign language history: The Open Handbook of Linguistic Data
Management Andrea L. Berez-Kroeker, Bradley McDonnell, Eve Koller, Lauren B. Collister,
2022-01-18 A guide to principles and methods for the management, archiving, sharing, and citing of
linguistic research data, especially digital data. Doing language science depends on collecting,
transcribing, annotating, analyzing, storing, and sharing linguistic research data. This volume offers
a guide to linguistic data management, engaging with current trends toward the transformation of
linguistics into a more data-driven and reproducible scientific endeavor. It offers both principles and



methods, presenting the conceptual foundations of linguistic data management and a series of case
studies, each of which demonstrates a concrete application of abstract principles in a current
practice. In part 1, contributors bring together knowledge from information science, archiving, and
data stewardship relevant to linguistic data management. Topics covered include implementation
principles, archiving data, finding and using datasets, and the valuation of time and effort involved
in data management. Part 2 presents snapshots of practices across various subfields, with each
chapter presenting a unique data management project with generalizable guidance for researchers.
The Open Handbook of Linguistic Data Management is an essential addition to the toolkit of every
linguist, guiding researchers toward making their data FAIR: Findable, Accessible, Interoperable,
and Reusable.
  african american sign language history: The New Disability History Paul K. Longmore, Lauri
Umansky, 2001-03 A glimpse into the struggle of the disabled for identity and society's perception of
the disabled traces the disabled's fight for rights from the antebellum era to present controversies
over access.
  african american sign language history: Culture, Deafness & Music , 2025-05-01 This
book is a timely and thought-provoking book and an important contribution to the expanding
transdisciplinary field of Deaf Studies. Authors, most of whom are Deaf, critically examine aspects of
Deaf culture, reflect on diversity within the Deaf community, and advocate for the recognition of
Deaf people as a linguistic-cultural minority. Grounded in critical pedagogy as its theoretical
framework, the book highlights the persistent oppressive forces faced by Deaf people and also the
challenges to these oppressive forces to promote social justice through acts of resistance and
affirmation, particularly expressed through the arts, including music.
  african american sign language history: The Routledge Handbook of Sociophonetics
Christopher Strelluf, 2023-10-31 The Routledge Handbook of Sociophonetics is the definitive guide
to sociophonetics. Offering a practical and accessible survey of an unparalleled range of theoretical
and methodological perspectives, this is the first handbook devoted to sociophonetic research and
applications of sociophonetics within and beyond linguistics. It defines what sociophonetics is as a
field and offers views of what sociophonetics might become. Split into three sections, this book: •
examines the suprasegmental, segmental, and subsegmental units that sociophoneticians study; •
reveals the ways that sociophoneticians create knowledge and solve problems across a range of
theoretical and practical applications; • explores sociophonetic traditions around the world in
spoken and signed languages; • includes case studies that demonstrate sociophonetic research in
action, which will support and inspire readers to conduct their own projects. This handbook is an
indispensable resource for researchers, undergraduate and graduate students in sociophonetics, as
well as researchers and students in sociolinguistics, phonetics, phonology, language variation and
change, cognitive linguistics, psycholinguistics, speech pathology, and language teaching—and
indeed any area of study where phonetics and phonology interact with social factors and forces.
  african american sign language history: Boston African American National Historic Site ,
1984
  african american sign language history: Encyclopedia of Christian Education George Thomas
Kurian, Mark A. Lamport, 2015-05-07 Christianity regards teaching as one of the most foundational
and critically sustaining ministries of the Church. As a result, Christian education remains one of the
largest and oldest continuously functioning educational systems in the world, comprising both
formal day schools and higher education institutions as well as informal church study groups and
parachurch ministries in more than 140 countries. In The Encyclopedia of Christian Education,
contributors explore the many facets of Christian education in terms of its impact on curriculum,
literacy, teacher training, outcomes, and professional standards. This encyclopedia is the first
reference work devoted exclusively to chronicling the unique history of Christian education across
the globe, illustrating how Christian educators pioneered such educational institutions and reforms
as universal literacy, home schooling, Sunday schools, women’s education, graded schools,
compulsory education of the deaf and blind, and kindergarten. With an editorial advisory board of



more than 30 distinguished scholars and five consulting editors, TheEncyclopedia of Christian
Education contains more than 1,200 entries by 400 contributors from 75 countries. These volumes
covers a vast range of topics from Christian education: History spanning from the church’s founding
through the Middle Ages to the modern day Denominational and institutional profiles Intellectual
traditions in Christian educationBiblical and theological frameworks, curricula, missions, adolescent
and higher education, theological training, and Christian pedagogy Biographies of distinguished
Christian educators This work is ideal for scholars of both the history of Christianity and education,
as well as researchers and students of contemporary Christianity and modern religious education.
  african american sign language history: Deaf Gain H-Dirksen L. Bauman, Joseph J. Murray,
2014-10-15 Deaf people are usually regarded by the hearing world as having a lack, as missing a
sense. Yet a definition of deaf people based on hearing loss obscures a wealth of ways in which
societies have benefited from the significant contributions of deaf people. In this bold intervention
into ongoing debates about disability and what it means to be human, experts from a variety of
disciplines—neuroscience, linguistics, bioethics, history, cultural studies, education, public policy,
art, and architecture—advance the concept of Deaf Gain and challenge assumptions about what is
normal. Through their in-depth articulation of Deaf Gain, the editors and authors of this
pathbreaking volume approach deafness as a distinct way of being in the world, one which opens up
perceptions, perspectives, and insights that are less common to the majority of hearing persons. For
example, deaf individuals tend to have unique capabilities in spatial and facial recognition,
peripheral processing, and the detection of images. And users of sign language, which
neuroscientists have shown to be biologically equivalent to speech, contribute toward a robust range
of creative expression and understanding. By framing deafness in terms of its intellectual, creative,
and cultural benefits, Deaf Gain recognizes physical and cognitive difference as a vital aspect of
human diversity. Contributors: David Armstrong; Benjamin Bahan, Gallaudet U; Hansel Bauman,
Gallaudet U; John D. Bonvillian, U of Virginia; Alison Bryan; Teresa Blankmeyer Burke, Gallaudet U;
Cindee Calton; Debra Cole; Matthew Dye, U of Illinois at Urbana–Champaign; Steve Emery; Ofelia
García, CUNY; Peter C. Hauser, Rochester Institute of Technology; Geo Kartheiser; Caroline Kobek
Pezzarossi; Christopher Krentz, U of Virginia; Annelies Kusters; Irene W. Leigh, Gallaudet U;
Elizabeth M. Lockwood, U of Arizona; Summer Loeffler; Mara Lúcia Massuti, Instituto Federal de
Santa Catarina, Brazil; Donna A. Morere, Gallaudet U; Kati Morton; Ronice Müller de Quadros, U
Federal de Santa Catarina, Brazil; Donna Jo Napoli, Swarthmore College; Jennifer Nelson, Gallaudet
U; Laura-Ann Petitto, Gallaudet U; Suvi Pylvänen, Kymenlaakso U of Applied Sciences; Antti Raike,
Aalto U; Päivi Rainò, U of Applied Sciences Humak; Katherine D. Rogers; Clara Sherley-Appel;
Kristin Snoddon, U of Alberta; Karin Strobel, U Federal de Santa Catarina, Brazil; Hilary Sutherland;
Rachel Sutton-Spence, U of Bristol, England; James Tabery, U of Utah; Jennifer Grinder Witteborg;
Mark Zaurov.
  african american sign language history: Language, Education, and Ideology Timothy
Reagan, 2002-11-30 Language educators in general, and foreign language educators in particular,
need to be aware of and sensitive to issues related to the interface and nexus of language,
education, and ideology. This work places foreign language education in its social context, as well as
applying critical pedagogy to the foreign language classroom, to help educators become more aware
of the social, political, historical, and economic contexts in which they work and which effect the
classroom setting. Research and scholarship in critical pedagogy is impressive, extensive, and
powerful, and has had significant impact on nearly every aspect of contemporary educational
scholarship. One area in which critical theory and critical pedagogy have been slow to have a
noticeable effect, however, is that of language education, especially foreign language education.
Further, while a number of important works address issues of critical literacy, there are no general
works presenting critical perspectives on language and language issues targeting classroom
teachers and other educators. This work offers a broad and comprehensive overview of language
and linguistic issues that emerge in the classroom context from a critical philosophical perspective.
The central focus is on the nexus of issues of language, education, and ideology, as the title



suggests, and specific topics covered will include language and power, linguistic purism, the
marginalization of second language education in the United States, the phenomenon of ideological
monolingualism in the United States, the hierarchy of the less commonly taught languages (both in
terms of its etiology and the ideological and hegemonic functions this hierarchy serves),
nonmainstream language varieties in school settings, issues of linguistic legitimacy in the classroom
context, the politics and ideological context of bilingual education in the United States, language
policy both as a tool for oppression and as a means of empowerment, and finally, the need for critical
language awareness on the part of all educators.
  african american sign language history: Linguistic Legitimacy and Social Justice
Timothy Reagan, 2019-02-28 This book examines the nature of human language and the ideology of
linguistic legitimacy – the common set of beliefs about language differences that leads to the
rejection of some language varieties and the valorization of others. It investigates a broad range of
case studies of languages and dialects which have for various reasons been considered 'low-status'
including: African American English, Spanglish, American Sign Language, Yiddish, Esperanto and
other constructed languages, indigenous languages in post-colonial neo-European societies, and
Afrikaans and related language issues in South Africa. Further, it discusses the implications of the
ideology of linguistic legitimacy for the teaching and learning of foreign languages in the US.
Written in a clear and accessible style, this book provides a readable and pedagogically useful tool to
help readers comprehend the nature of human language, and the ways in which attitudes about
human language can have either positive or negative consequences for communities and their
languages. It will be of particular interest to language teachers and teacher educators, as well as
students and scholars of applied linguistics, intercultural communication, minority languages and
language extinction.
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