amitav ghosh climate change

amitav ghosh climate change represents a critical intersection of literature and
environmental discourse, highlighting the profound impact of global warming through the
lens of one of contemporary literature’s most influential voices. Amitav Ghosh, an
acclaimed Indian author, has emerged as a prominent commentator on climate change,
employing his narrative craft to explore the socio-political and cultural dimensions of
ecological crisis. His works transcend traditional environmental literature by intertwining
historical context, human displacement, and the consequences of colonialism with the
urgent realities of climate change. This article delves into Amitav Ghosh's engagement
with climate change themes, analyzing his literary contributions, philosophical
perspectives, and activism. Furthermore, it examines how Ghosh’s unique approach
enriches the broader climate change conversation by emphasizing the interconnectedness
of human and natural systems. Readers will gain insight into Ghosh’s role in shaping
climate awareness and the implications of his work for environmental policy and cultural
understanding. The following sections provide a comprehensive overview of Amitav
Ghosh’s climate change narrative, his major works, and the significance of his voice in
contemporary ecological debates.
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Amitav Ghosh’s Literary Exploration of Climate
Change

Amitav Ghosh’s engagement with climate change is deeply embedded within his broader
literary oeuvre, where environmental concerns intersect with historical narratives and
cultural critiques. Unlike conventional scientific treatises on climate change, Ghosh’s
approach is rooted in storytelling that captures the human dimensions of ecological
disruption. His novels and essays articulate the complexities of climate change by
portraying the lived experiences of communities affected by environmental degradation
and extreme weather events. Through his literary exploration, Ghosh challenges readers
to confront the social injustices and geopolitical factors that exacerbate the climate crisis.
This section examines how Ghosh’s fiction and non-fiction works contribute to an enriched
understanding of climate change beyond scientific data.



Integration of Environment and History

Ghosh skillfully weaves environmental themes into historical settings, revealing how past
events and colonial legacies continue to influence present-day climate challenges. His
narratives often highlight the vulnerability of marginalized populations to climate-induced
disasters, underscoring the intersectionality of ecological issues with race, class, and
geopolitics.

Fictional Works Addressing Climate Change

Several of Ghosh’s novels incorporate climate change as a central or underlying motif.
These works use speculative and historical fiction techniques to explore potential futures
and the consequences of environmental neglect, thereby fostering a deeper emotional and
intellectual engagement with climate issues.

Key Themes in Amitav Ghosh’s Climate Change
Writings

Amitav Ghosh’s writings on climate change revolve around distinct yet interrelated themes
that enrich the discourse surrounding global warming and environmental crises. His
thematic focus extends from the failure of political systems to adequately address climate
change to the cultural and psychological barriers that impede collective action.
Understanding these key themes provides insight into Ghosh’s critique of contemporary
environmental policies and the cultural narratives that shape public perception.

The Anthropocene and Human Impact

Ghosh frequently references the Anthropocene epoch, emphasizing the profound and often
destructive influence humans have exerted on the planet. His work critiques the notion of
human exceptionalism and calls for a reexamination of humanity’s relationship with the
natural world.

Displacement and Migration

The theme of displacement resulting from climate change features prominently in Ghosh’s
writings. He explores how rising sea levels, floods, and other climate-induced disasters
force communities to migrate, creating new challenges for identity, belonging, and
survival.

Colonialism and Environmental Exploitation

Another critical theme is the legacy of colonial exploitation, which Ghosh argues has
contributed to environmental degradation and uneven vulnerability to climate change.
This perspective highlights the historical roots of ecological destruction and the need for



reparative justice.

The Great Derangement: Climate Change and the
Failure of Imagination

One of Amitav Ghosh’s most influential contributions to the climate change dialogue is his
non-fiction book, The Great Derangement: Climate Change and the Unthinkable. In this
work, Ghosh critiques the cultural and literary failures to adequately represent climate
change, arguing that the crisis is often rendered invisible within mainstream narratives
and art forms. The book is a seminal text that challenges the literary establishment to
embrace more urgent and innovative approaches to depicting ecological crises.

Critique of Literary and Cultural Responses

Ghosh asserts that contemporary literature and culture have largely failed to grapple with
the scale and complexity of climate change. He calls this failure a “derangement,” where
denial, apathy, or simplistic storytelling obscure the realities of global warming and its
implications.

Call for New Imaginative Frameworks

In The Great Derangement, Ghosh advocates for new narrative strategies that can capture
the multifaceted nature of climate change. He emphasizes the need for stories that
integrate scientific knowledge, historical context, and ethical reflection to inspire
meaningful action.

Historical and Political Context in Ghosh’s
Climate Discourse

Amitav Ghosh situates climate change within broader historical and political frameworks,
emphasizing how power dynamics, economic interests, and colonial histories shape
environmental outcomes. His analysis underscores the systemic nature of the climate
crisis and the role of global inequities in perpetuating ecological harm.

Colonial Legacies and Climate Vulnerability

Ghosh highlights how colonial exploitation not only contributed to environmental
degradation but also created patterns of vulnerability that persist in former colonies. This
historical perspective is critical to understanding the uneven impacts of climate change
worldwide.



Global Politics and Climate Policy

Ghosh critically examines international climate negotiations and policies, pointing out
failures to address the root causes of climate change and the marginalization of vulnerable
populations. His work calls for more inclusive and just approaches to climate governance.

Impact of Amitav Ghosh’s Climate Change
Advocacy

Amitav Ghosh’s influence extends beyond literature into environmental advocacy, where
his voice has helped to elevate climate change as a pressing cultural and political issue.
His participation in public discourse, conferences, and activism has contributed to raising
awareness and fostering dialogue across diverse audiences.

Public Engagement and Talks

Ghosh has delivered numerous lectures and participated in panels focused on climate
change, using his platform to highlight the urgency of the crisis and the need for
interdisciplinary responses. His eloquent articulation of climate challenges resonates with
both literary and scientific communities.

Influence on Environmental Literature

Ghosh’s work has inspired a new wave of writers and artists to engage with climate
change in innovative ways. His emphasis on historical context and cultural critique has
broadened the scope of environmental literature and encouraged more holistic
approaches.

Literary Style and Narrative Techniques
Addressing Climate Change

Amitav Ghosh employs distinctive literary techniques and styles to address climate
change, blending genres and narrative forms to create compelling and thought-provoking
works. His storytelling is marked by detailed historical research, richly drawn characters,
and a seamless integration of scientific and cultural knowledge.

Interweaving Multiple Genres

Ghosh’s narratives often combine elements of historical fiction, speculative fiction, and
non-fiction, allowing him to explore climate change from various angles. This genre
hybridity enables a multifaceted examination of environmental issues.



Use of Multivocal Narratives

To capture the complexity of climate change, Ghosh incorporates multiple perspectives
and voices within his stories. This narrative strategy reflects the diverse experiences of
people affected by ecological transformations and highlights the interconnectedness of
global communities.

Evocation of Place and Environment

Ghosh’s vivid descriptions of landscapes and environmental phenomena serve not only as
backdrops but also as active elements in his narratives. This emphasis on place reinforces
the tangible realities of climate change and its impact on both nature and human societies.

Historical Research and Contextualization

Integration of Scientific Concepts

Complex Character Development

Symbolism and Metaphor Related to Nature

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Amitav Ghosh and what is his connection to
climate change?

Amitav Ghosh is an acclaimed Indian author known for his literary works that often
explore themes related to history, culture, and environment. He has been an outspoken
advocate on the issue of climate change, highlighting its impact through both his writings
and public talks.

How does Amitav Ghosh address climate change in his
literary works?

Amitav Ghosh incorporates climate change themes in his novels and essays, using
storytelling to explore the human and ecological consequences of environmental crises.
His book 'The Great Derangement' critically examines the failure of literature and politics
to effectively engage with climate change.

What is 'The Great Derangement' by Amitav Ghosh



about?

'The Great Derangement: Climate Change and the Unthinkable' is a non-fiction book by
Amitav Ghosh that discusses the cultural and political challenges in addressing climate
change, arguing that contemporary literature and politics have largely failed to grapple
with the scale and urgency of the crisis.

Has Amitav Ghosh participated in any climate change
conferences or initiatives?

Yes, Amitav Ghosh has spoken at various international forums and climate conferences,
using his platform to raise awareness about climate change and advocate for urgent action
to address its causes and impacts.

What unique perspective does Amitav Ghosh bring to
the climate change conversation?

Amitav Ghosh brings a literary and historical perspective to the climate change discourse,
emphasizing the importance of cultural narratives and collective memory in understanding
and responding to environmental challenges.

Why is Amitav Ghosh critical of mainstream climate
change discourse?

Amitav Ghosh criticizes mainstream climate change discourse for being fragmented and
inadequate, particularly pointing out how political and literary institutions often fail to
capture the complexity and scale of climate crises, leading to insufficient public
engagement and action.

How can Amitav Ghosh’s works inspire action against
climate change?

By blending storytelling with environmental activism, Amitav Ghosh’s works inspire
readers to recognize the interconnectedness of human and ecological systems,
encouraging deeper reflection and motivating collective responsibility toward combating
climate change.

Additional Resources

1. The Great Derangement: Climate Change and the Unthinkable

In this provocative work, Amitav Ghosh explores why contemporary literature has largely
failed to grapple with the realities of climate change. He argues that the "great
derangement" of our times is the inability of imagination to encompass the scale and
urgency of the environmental crisis. The book blends cultural criticism, history, and
personal narrative to challenge readers to rethink the role of storytelling in an era of
ecological catastrophe.



2. The Hungry Tide

Set in the Sundarbans, a unique and fragile ecosystem in India, this novel intertwines
human and environmental stories against the backdrop of rising tides and climate threats.
Ghosh explores themes of displacement, survival, and the complex relationship between
humans and nature. The narrative highlights the impact of environmental change on
marginalized communities living in vulnerable landscapes.

3. The Nutmeg’s Curse: Parables for a Planet in Crisis

This book traces the history of colonialism and its role in shaping the current climate
crisis, using the story of the nutmeg spice as a central metaphor. Ghosh connects
historical exploitation with contemporary environmental degradation, emphasizing the
need for a new ethical framework to address climate change. Through powerful
storytelling, he urges a reevaluation of humanity’s relationship with the Earth.

4. The Shadow Lines

Though not explicitly about climate change, this novel delves into themes of borders,
displacement, and interconnectedness, which resonate with contemporary environmental
issues. Ghosh’s exploration of identity and history provides insight into the socio-political
dimensions of global crises, including ecological ones. The story’s fluid narrative structure
invites readers to consider the permeability of boundaries—both human and
environmental.

5. River of Smoke

Part of the Ibis Trilogy, this historical novel is set in the 19th-century opium trade and the
port of Canton, highlighting the complex interplay of commerce, empire, and environment.
Ghosh subtly weaves concerns about ecological exploitation and the consequences of
global trade practices. The book offers a rich context for understanding the historical
roots of environmental and social disruptions.

6. Flood of Fire

The concluding volume of the Ibis Trilogy, this novel continues to explore themes of
empire, trade, and environmental change. Ghosh depicts the growing tensions and
transformations in the Indian Ocean region, reflecting on the cost of human ambition on
natural landscapes. The narrative underscores the interconnectedness of ecological and
human histories in the face of a changing climate.

7. The Glass Palace

Though primarily a historical saga, this novel touches on the exploitation of natural
resources and the environmental consequences of colonial expansion. Ghosh portrays the
complexities of identity, power, and ecology during a time of great upheaval in Southeast
Asia. The story invites reflection on how past environmental practices inform present-day
climate challenges.

8. The Circle of Reason

Ghosh’s debut novel explores rationality, tradition, and the clash between modernity and
indigenous knowledge systems. These themes are relevant to contemporary discussions
about sustainable living and environmental stewardship. The book suggests that
addressing climate change requires integrating diverse perspectives and ways of knowing.

9. Sea of Poppies
The first book in the Ibis Trilogy, it sets the stage for examining the environmental and



social impacts of colonial trade in the Indian Ocean. Ghosh portrays a diverse cast of
characters whose lives are shaped by empire and ecological change. The novel highlights
the historical entanglements that continue to influence climate vulnerabilities today.
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amitav ghosh climate change: The Great Derangement Amitav Ghosh, 2016-09-14 A “concise
and utterly enlightening” look at why we can’t wrap our minds around climate change (Publishers
Weekly). Are we deranged? Award-winning essayist and novelist Amitav Ghosh argues that future
generations may think so. How else to explain our imaginative failure in the face of global warming?
The Great Derangement examines our inability—at the level of literature, history, and politics—to
grasp the scale and violence of climate change. The extreme nature of today’s climate events, Ghosh
asserts, make them peculiarly resistant to current modes of thinking and imagining. This is
particularly true of serious literary fiction: hundred-year storms and freakish tornadoes simply feel
too improbable; they are automatically consigned to genres like science fiction. In the writing of
history, too, the crisis has sometimes led to gross simplifications, but the carbon economy is a
tangled story with many contradictory and counterintuitive elements. Ghosh ends by suggesting that
politics, much like literature, has become a matter of personal moral reckoning rather than an arena
of collective action, and that limitation comes at great cost. The climate crisis asks us to imagine
other forms of human existence—a task to which fiction, Ghosh argues, is the best suited of all
cultural forms. His book serves as a great writer’s summons to confront the most urgent task of our
time, and “makes the case that climate solutions can’t be left to scientists, technocrats, and
politicians” (Los Angeles Review of Books). “Perhaps the most penetrating cultural critic of a new
age defined by climate change and the strange, inadequate, and often self-deluding ways we process
its transformations in our storytelling.”—New York Magazine “Resistance to the grim realities of
climate change is so widespread that the crisis barely figures in literary fiction, notes writer Amitav
Ghosh...The solution, he argues, lies in collective action as well as scientific and governmental
involvement.”—Nature

amitav ghosh climate change: The Crisis of Climate Change Ravi Agarwal, Omita Goyal,
2021-09-27 This volume outlines the specific conditions and responses to climate change in India. It
discusses various aspects of the planetary crisis that have acquired widespread global urgency:
global warming induced by anthropogenic emissions, largely owing to the fossil fuel-based economic
growth model; severe environmental decline; and the catastrophic consequences that threaten the
very foundations of modern life, which has been based on using nature as a ‘resource’ instead of as
an ecosystem in which human life exists. The book brings together contributors with expertise in fi
elds as varied as national security, public policy, environmental law, climate justice activism,
anthropology, restoration ecology, conservation biology, wildlife ecology, the health sector and
medicine, conservation science and sustainability, gender, humanities and the creative arts. It
includes a new spectrum of responses—holistic or alternate, literary and the arts, dance and
poetry—and their interface with climate change, which are often left out in science and policy
circles, and an unusual ground-up approach with grassroots movements’ perspectives along with
theoretical practices and a Gandhian way of thinking in a global economy. Comprehensive,
accessible and topical, this book will be useful to scholars and researchers of environmental and
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sustainability studies, natural resources, environment and technology, sociology of development,
development studies, public policy, energy and environment and urbanisation. It will also interest
practitioners, policymakers, think tanks and NGOs working on climate change issues.

amitav ghosh climate change: Literature as a Lens for Climate Change Rebecca L. Young,
2022-03-03 Each chapter in this collection offers a practical approach for using literature to engage
and empower students to confront aspects of climate crises. Educators from different backgrounds
and parts of the world share their experience using novels, short stories, drama, poetry, and
nonfiction to help students understand the causes and consequences of climate change as well as
how they can contribute to potential solutions.

amitav ghosh climate change: Amitav Ghosh’s Culture Chromosome , 2021-11-01 An
Indian Bengali by birth, Amitav Ghosh has established himself as a major voice in what is often
called world literature, addressing issues such as the post-colonial and neo-colonial predicaments,
the plight of the subalterns, the origin of globalisation and capitalism, and lately ecology and
migration. The volume is therefore divided according to the four domains that lie at the heart of
Ghosh’s writing practice: anthropology, epistemology, ethics and space. In this volume, a number of
scholars from all over the world have come together to shed new light on the works and poetics of
Amitav Ghosh according to the epistemic frameworks that form the bedrock of his fiction.
Contributors: Safoora Arbab, Carlotta Beretta, Lucio De Capitani, Asis De, Lenka Filipova, Letizia
Garofalo, Swapna Gopinath, Evelyne Hanquart-Turner, Sabine Lauret-Taft, Carol Leon, Kuldeep
Mathur, Fiona Moolla, Sambit Panigrahi, Madhsumita Pati, Murari Prasad, Luca Raimondi, Pabitra
Kumar Rana, Ilaria Rigoli, Sneharika Roy, John Thieme, Alessandro Vescovi.

amitav ghosh climate change: Postcolonial Literatures of Climate Change , 2022-07-04
Postcolonial Literatures of Climate Change investigates the evolving nature of postcolonial literary
criticism in response to global, regional, and local environmental transformations brought about by
climate change. It builds upon, and extends, previous studies in postcolonial ecocriticism to
demonstrate how the growing awareness of human-caused global warming has begun to permeate
literary consciousness, praxis and analysis. The breadth of the volume’s coverage - the diversity of
its focal locations, cultures, genres and texts - serves as a salient reminder that, while climate
change is global, its impacts vary, effecting peoples from place to place unequally, and often in
accordance with their particular historical experience of colonialism and neo-colonialism, as well as
their ongoing marginalisations. “Demonstrating the urgency of invoking novel epistemological
approaches combining the scientific and the imaginative, this book is a “must read” for those
concerned about the present and potential impacts of climate change on formerly colonised areas of
the world. The comprehensive and illuminating Introduction offers a crucial history and current
state of postcolonial ecocriticism as it has been and is addressing climate crises.” - Helen Tiffin,
University of Wollongong “The broad focus on the polar regions, the Pacific and the Caribbean -
with added essays on environmental justice/activism in India and Egypt - opens up rich terrain for
examination under the rubric of postcolonial and ecocritical analysis, not only expanding recent
studies in this field but also enabling new comparisons and conceptual linkages.” - Helen Gilbert,
Royal Holloway, University of London “The subject is topical and vital and will become even more so
as the problem of how to reconcile the demands of climate change with the effects on regions and
individual nations already damaged by the economic effects of colonisation and the subsequent
inequalities resulting from neo-colonialism continues to grow.” - Gareth Griffiths, Em. Prof.
University of Western Australia

amitav ghosh climate change: IMPACT OF CLIMATE CHANGE ON GLOBAL
SUSTAINABILITY INTERDISCIPLINARY PERSPECTIVES AND SOLUTIONS Dr.M.Tamilselvi,
Dr.B.Winmayil, Sustainability is no longer about doing less harm. It’s about doing more good. -
Jochen Zeitz Climate change refers to long-term shifts in temperature, weather patterns, and
environmental conditions on Earth. While some changes occur naturally, human activities such as
burning fossil fuels (coal, oil, and gas), deforestation, and industrial processes have significantly
increased greenhouse gas emissions, trapping heat in the atmosphere and causing global warming.




Climate change is not merely an environmental crisis but a profound challenge to global
sustainability, affecting ecosystems, economies, and human societies. Rising temperatures, extreme
meteorological phenomena, and biodiversity loss threaten the very foundation of life on Earth.
Combating climate change requires a collective effort from individuals, communities, businesses,
and governments. One of the most crucial solutions is reducing carbon emissions by shifting to
renewable energy sources such as solar and wind power. Sustainable agriculture and forestry
practices, including forest conservation and eco-friendly farming, also play a vital role in preserving
biodiversity and maintaining ecological balance. Improving energy efficiency in homes, industries,
and transportation helps lower energy consumption and reduce greenhouse gas emissions. On a
global scale, international policies and agreements, such as the Paris Agreement, encourage
countries to collaborate in limiting temperature rise and mitigating climate impacts. Additionally,
raising public awareness and promoting individual actions— such as reducing waste, using public
transport, and supporting climate-friendly policies—are essential steps in fostering a more
sustainable future. When people make conscious choices about what they consume, how they travel,
and the waste they generate, it contributes to a larger shift towards sustainability. The power of
individual action lies in its ability to inspire others and create a ripple effect that leads to widespread
change. For instance, in August 2018, at the age of 15, Thunberg began protesting outside the
Swedish parliament, demanding it to take action to address climate change by adhering to the Paris
Agreement and reducing greenhouse gas emissions for keeping global temperature rise below 1.5°C.
Initially a solitary act, her protest inspired millions of young people across the globe to join the
movement, creating the Fridays for Future movement. Through legislation, carbon pricing, and the
promotion of renewable energy sources, governments can drive large-scale environmental change.
The Danish government has been a global leader in promoting sustainability through comprehensive
policies and actions.

amitav ghosh climate change: Liberalism and the Challenge of Climate Change
Christopher Shaw, 2023-08-25 In this book Christopher Shaw analyses how liberalism has shaped
our understanding of climate change and how liberalism is legitimated in the face of a crisis for
which liberalism has no answers. The language and symbolism we use to make sense of climate
change arose in the post-World War II liberal institutions of the West. This language and symbolism,
in neutralising the philosophical and ideological challenge climate change poses to the legitimacy of
free market liberalism, has also closed off the possibility of imagining a different kind of future for
humanity. The book is structured around a repurposing of the ‘guardrail’ concept, commonly used in
climate science narratives to communicate the boundary between safe and dangerous climate
change. Five discursive ‘guardrails’ are identified, which define a boundary between safe and
dangerous ideas about how to respond to climate change. The theoretical treatment of these issues
is complemented with data from interviews with opinion-formers, decision-makers and campaigners,
exploring what models of human nature and political possibilities guide their approach to the politics
of climate change governance. This book will be of great interest to students and scholars of climate
change, liberal politics, environmental communication and environmental politics and philosophy, in
general.

amitav ghosh climate change: Trauma and the Discourse of Climate Change Lee Zimmerman,
2020-03-24 The more the global north has learned about the existential threat of climate change, the
faster it has emitted greenhouse gases into the atmosphere. In Trauma and the Discourse of Climate
Change, Lee Zimmerman thinks about why this is by examining how climate change has been
discursively constructed, tracing how the ways we talk and write about climate change have worked
to normalize a generalized, bipartisan denialism more profound than that of the overt denialists.
Suggesting that we understand that normalized denial as a form of cultural trauma, the book
explores how the dominant ways of figuring knowledge about global warming disarticulate that
knowledge from the trauma those figurations both represent and reproduce, and by which they
remain inhabited and haunted. Its early chapters consider that process in representations of climate
change across a range of disciplines and throughout the public sphere, including Al Gore’s An



Inconvenient Truth, Barack Obama’s speeches and climate plans, and the 2015 Paris Agreement.
Later chapters focus on how literary representations especially, for the most part, participate in
such disarticulations, and on how, in grappling with the representational difficulties at the climate
crisis’s heart, some works of fiction—among them Cormac McCarthy’s The Road and Russell
Hoban’s Riddley Walker—work against that normalized rhetorical violence. The book closes with a
meditation centered on the dream of the burning child Freud sketches in The Interpretation of
Dreams. Highlighting the existential stakes of the ways we think and write about the climate,
Trauma and the Discourse of Climate Change aims to offer an unfamiliar place from which to engage
the astonishing quiescence of our ecocidal present. This book will be essential reading for academics
and students of psychoanalysis, environmental humanities, trauma studies, literature, and
environmental studies, as well as activists and others drawn to thinking about the climate crisis.

amitav ghosh climate change: Science Fiction and Climate Change Andrew Milner, J. R.
Burgmann, 2020 This is a timely, comprehensive and thoroughly researched study of climate fiction
from around the world, including novels, short stories, films and other formats. Informed by a
sociological perspective, it will be an invaluable resource for students and scholars looking to enter
and expand the field of climate fiction studies.

amitav ghosh climate change: Climate Change Archaeology Robert Van de Noort, 2013-11
This pioneering study provides the theoretical basis for archaeological data to be included in climate
change debate. Applying an approach which uses archaeological research as a repository of ideas
and concepts, it illustrates the pathways implemented in times of climate change in the past and
how these can help prepare modern communities.

amitav ghosh climate change: Climate Changes Global Perspectives Lena Pfeifer, Molina
Klingler, Hannah Nelson-Teutsch, 2022 Climate Changes Global Perspectives brings together
creative approaches to representing environmental crises in a globalized world, which originated in
an eponymous symposium hosted virtually by the University of Wiirzburg in August of 2021. This
volume, and the unruly texts that claim space here, are written not only to question and challenge
standardized patterns of representation, but also to contribute to undisciplining the genres and
practices of traditional academic writing by exploring alternative representational form(at)s. Climate
Changes Global Perspectives is the first publication in the Challenges of Modernity series, which
seeks to collect and make available projects of engaged scholarship in the humanities.

amitav ghosh climate change: Law, Fiction and Activism in a Time of Climate Change
Nicole Rogers, 2019-08-14 The book examines the narratives of climate change which have
developed and which are currently evolving in three areas: law, fiction and activism. Narratives of
climate change generated by litigants, judges, writers of fiction and activists are having, and will
have, a profound effect on the way we respond to the climate change crisis. Acknowledging the
prevalence of unreliable narrators, this book explores the reliability and significance of different
forms of climate narrative. The author analyses overlapping themes and points of intersection,
considering the recurrent motif of the trickster, the prominence of the child, the significance and
ongoing viability of the rights discourse, and the increasingly prevalent emergency framing with its
multiple implications for law’s empire. She asks how law, fiction and activism measure up as textual
and performative fora for telling the story of climate change and anticipating a climate-changed
future. And, in addition, how can they help foster transformative narratives which empower us to
confront the climate change crisis? This highly topical, cross-disciplinary work will be of interest to
anyone concerned about the growing climate emergency and makes a valuable contribution to
climate law, environmental law, the environmental humanities and ecocriticism.

amitav ghosh climate change: Climate Change and Cultural Transition in Europe ,
2018-02-12 Climate Change and Cultural Transition in Europe is an account of Europe’s share in the
making of global warming, which considers the past and future of climate-society interactions.
Contributors include: Clara Brandi, Rudiger Glaser, Iso Himmelsbach, Claudia Kemfert, Emmanuel
Le Roy Ladurie, Claus Leggewie, Franz Mauelshagen, Geoffrey Parker, Christian Pfister, Dirk
Riemann, Lea Schmitt, Jorn Sieglerschmidt, Markus Vogt, and Steffen Vogt.




amitav ghosh climate change: Imagining the Future of Climate Change Shelley Streeby,
2018-01-31 #NoDAPL : native American and indigenous science, fiction, and futurisms -- Climate
refugees in the greenhouse world : archiving global warming with Octavia E. Butler -- Climate
change as a world problem : shaping change in the wake of disaster

amitav ghosh climate change: The Nutmeg's Curse Amitav Ghosh, 2022-09-07 The Nutmeg's
Curse: Parables for a Planet in Crisis frames climate change and the Anthropocene as the
culmination of a history that begins with the discovery of the New World and of the sea route to the
Indian Ocean. Ghosh makes the case that the political dynamics of climate change today are rooted
in the centuries-old geopolitical order that was constructed by Western colonialism. This argument
is set within a broader narrative about human entanglements with botanical matter-spices, tea,
sugarcane, opium, and fossil fuels-and the continuities that bind human history with these earthly
materials. Ghosh also writes explicitly against the backdrop of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Black
Lives Matter protests, and international immigration debates, among other pressing issues, framing
these ongoing crises in a new way by showing how the colonialist extractive mindset is directly
connected to the deep inequality we see around us today--

amitav ghosh climate change: Climate Change Education Rebecca L. Young, 2022-11-14
Climate Change Education: Reimagining the Future with Alternative Forms of Storytelling offers
innovative approaches to teaching about climate change through storytelling forms that appeal to
today’s students—climate fiction and protest poetry, fiction and documentary films, video games and
social media. The stories are used as exemplars, from exploring space debris to urban design
planning to fast fashion, and they provide entry points for investigating particular aspects of climate
science, including the local and global impacts of a warming planet. Each chapter provides analyses
and strategies for fostering climate (and space) literacy through knowledge, empathy, and agency.
Contributors from around the world encourage educators to answer students’ calls for
comprehensive K-12 climate education by aligning pedagogy with real-world challenges in order to
prepare students who understand the myriad injustices of the climate crisis and feel empowered to
confront them. They share their own stories and urge educators to join the growing, hopeful
movement for action, classroom by classroom.

amitav ghosh climate change: Climate Change, Ecological Catastrophe, and the
Contemporary Postcolonial Novel Justyna Poray-Wybranowska, 2020-12-21 Climate Change,
Ecological Catastrophe, and the Contemporary Novel responds to the critical need for
transdisciplinary research on the relationship between colonialism and catastrophe. It represents
the first sustained analysis of the connection between colonial legacy and present-day ecological
catastrophe in postcolonial fiction. Analyzing contemporary South Asian and South Pacific novels
that grapple with climate change and catastrophe, environmental exploitation and instability, and
human-nonhuman relationships in degraded environments, it offers a much-needed corrective to
dominant narratives about climate, crisis, and the everyday. Highlighting the contributions of
literary fiction from the postcolonial South to the growing field of the environmental humanities, this
book reconsiders the novel’s relationship with climate change and the contemporary environmental
imaginary. Counter to dominant current theoretical discourses, it demonstrates that the novel form
is ideally suited to literary and imaginative engagements with climate change and ecological
catastrophe. The six case studies it examines connect contemporary ecological vulnerability to
colonial legacies, reveal the critical role animals and the environment play in literary imaginations of
post-catastrophe recovery, and together constellate a decolonial perspective on ecological
catastrophe in the era of climate change. Drawing on the work of Indigenous authors and scholars
who write about and against the Anthropocene, this book displaces conventional ways of thinking
about the relationship between the mundane and the catastrophic and promotes greater dialogue
between the largely siloed fields of postcolonial, Indigenous, and disaster studies.

amitav ghosh climate change: Climate and Crises Ben Holgate, 2019-01-31 Climate and
Crises: Magical Realism as Environmental Discourse makes a dual intervention in both world
literature and ecocriticism by examining magical realism as an international style of writing that has



long-standing links with environmental literature. The book argues that, in the era of climate change
when humans are facing the prospect of species extinction, new ideas and new forms of expression
are required to address what the novelist Amitav Gosh calls a crisis of imagination. Magical realism
enables writers to portray alternative intellectual paradigms, ontologies and epistemologies that
typically contest the scientific rationalism derived from the European Enlightenment, and the
exploitation of natural resources associated with both capitalism and imperialism. Climate and
Crises explores the overlaps between magical realism and environmental literature, including their
respective transgressive natures that dismantle binaries (such as human and non-human), a shared
biocentric perspective that focuses on the inter-connectedness of all things in the universe, and,
frequently, a critique of postcolonial legacies in formerly colonised territories. The book also
challenges conventional conceptions of magical realism, arguing they are often influenced by a
geographic bias in the construction of the orthodox global canon, and instead examines
contemporary fiction from Asia (including China) and Australasia, two regions that have been largely
neglected by scholarship of the narrative mode. As a result, the monograph modifies and expands
our ideas of what magical realist fiction is.

amitav ghosh climate change: Die grofse Verblendung Amitav Ghosh, 2017-10-23 »Hochst
selten besitzt ein Autor so erhellende Einsichten und Erzahltalente, dass ein leidlich bekanntes
Thema sich plotzlich ganz neu eroffnet. Ghosh ist so ein Autor, und DIE GROSSE VERBLENDUNG
ist genau diese Art von Buch.« Naomi Klein Amitav Ghosh, Meister der Sprache (Die Zeit) und
Romancier von Weltrang, fragt sich, warum der Klimawandel in der Literatur der Gegenwart nicht
zur Sprache kommt. Woher rihrt unsere grofSe Verblendung, vor der kiinftige Generationen
fassungslos stehen werden? Hat die Kunst in dieser epochalen Katastrophe ihren Meister gefunden?
Mit »Die grolSe Verblendung« legt Ghosh ein Essay vor, das nicht nur seine Zunft, sondern uns alle
auffordert, ein neues Kapitel der Menschheitsgeschichte zu schreiben und uns eine andere, bessere
Welt auszumalen.

amitav ghosh climate change: Teaching Climate Change Mark Windschitl, 2023-08-29 A
practical guide to cultivating expansive understandings of climate change and environmental
regeneration in K-12 students through classroom instructional practices and curricula. Teaching
Climate Change lays out a comprehensive, NGSS-aligned approach to climate change education that
builds in-depth knowledge of the subject, empowers students, and promotes a social justice mindset.
In this fortifying and inspiring work, Mark Windschitl guides classroom teachers and educational
leaders through an ambitious multilevel, multidisciplinary framing of climate change education as an
integral element of school curricula. Exuding hope for the future, Windschitl emphasizes the big
picture of research-informed teaching about climate change. He presents real-life classroom
examples that illustrate not only key STEM concepts such as carbon cycles and the greenhouse
effect, biodiversity, and sustainability, but also broader issues, including the countering of
misinformation, decarbonizing solutions, the centering of human stories, and the advancement of
equity and environmental justice. Windschitl offers keen advice for using methods such as
storytelling, project-based learning, and models of inquiry backed by authoritative evidence as core
strategies in science teaching and learning. He also addresses the social-emotional toll that
discussion of the climate crisis may exact on both students and teachers. This timely book equips
teachers to approach climate education with the urgency and empathy that the topic requires and
shows how the classroom can inspire students to activism.
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