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aaron mckinney is a name that has garnered significant attention due to its
association with one of the most pivotal criminal cases in American history.
This article provides a comprehensive overview of Aaron McKinney, exploring
his background, the events that led to his notoriety, and the profound impact
of his actions. Readers will gain an in-depth understanding of the
circumstances surrounding the case, the legal proceedings, and the societal
effects that followed. The article also delves into the lasting legacy of
these events and how they have influenced conversations about hate crimes and
social justice. Whether you are seeking factual information or historical
context, this guide offers a thorough and SEO-optimized resource about Aaron
McKinney and related subjects.
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Background and Early Life of Aaron McKinney

Aaron McKinney was born and raised in Wyoming, a state known for its rugged
landscapes and close-knit communities. Little is publicly documented about
his early childhood or family dynamics, but available information suggests he
grew up in a working-class environment. As a young adult, McKinney faced
various challenges, including financial instability and limited educational
opportunities. These circumstances contributed to a turbulent lifestyle
marked by personal struggles and social isolation. The demographic and
cultural context of Wyoming at the time played a role in shaping McKinney's
experiences and worldview.

Before becoming widely known, Aaron McKinney led an ordinary life in his
hometown. His background is often examined in attempts to understand the
factors that may have influenced his later actions. Social and economic
pressures, as well as exposure to certain cultural attitudes, were
significant in the environment where McKinney grew up. These elements are
essential for comprehending the broader context surrounding his involvement
in one of the most infamous criminal cases of the late 1990s.

The Matthew Shepard Case: Key Events and



Involvement

The name Aaron McKinney became synonymous with the 1998 murder of Matthew
Shepard, a young college student in Laramie, Wyoming. This event is
recognized as one of the most shocking hate crimes
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  aaron mckinney: The Laramie Project , 2012 THE STORY: On November 6, 1998, gay
University of Wyoming student Matthew Shepard left the Fireside Bar with Aaron McKinney and
Russell Henderson. The following day he was discovered on a prairie at the edge of town, tied to a
fence, brutally beaten, and close to death. Six days later Matthew Shepard died at Poudre Valley
Hospital in Ft. Collins, Colorado. On November 14th, 1998, ten members of Tectonic Theatre Project
traveled to Laramie, Wyoming and conducted interviews with the people of the town. Over the next
year, the company returned to Laramie six times and conducted over 200 interviews. These texts
became the basis for the play The Laramie Project. Ten years later on September 12th, 2008, five
members of Tectonic returned to Laramie to try to understand the long-term effect of the murder.
They found a town wrestling with its legacy and its place in history. In addition to revisiting the folks
whose words riveted us in the original play, this time around, the company also spoke with the two
murderers, McKinney and Henderson, as well as Matthew's mother, Judy Shepard. THE LARAMIE
PROJECT: TEN YEARS LATER is a bold new work, which asks the question, How does society write
its own history?
  aaron mckinney: American Queer, Now and Then David Shneer, Caryn Aviv, 2015-12-03 queer
[adj]: 1 differing from what is usual or ordinary; odd; singular; strange 2 slightly ill; 3 mentally
unbalanced 4 counterfeit; not genuine 5 homosexual: in general usage, still chiefly a slang term of
contempt or derision, but lately used by some as a descriptive term without negative connotations
--Webster's Dictionary queer [adj]: used to describe a 1 body of theory 2 field of critical inquiry 3
way of proudly identifying a group of people 4 way of seeing the world 5 sense of difference from the
norm -- David Shneer and Caryn Aviv, Queer in America, Now and Then Contrasting queer life today
and in years past, this landmark book brings together autobiographies, poetry, film studies, maps,
documents, laws, and other texts to explore the meaning and practice of the word queer. By this
Shneer and Aviv mean: queer as both a form of social violence and a call to political activism; queer
as played by Robin Williams and Sharon Stone and as lived by Matthew Shepard and Brandon
Teena; queer in the courthouses of Washington D.C. and on the streets of hometown America.
Contextualizing these contemporary stories with ones from the past, and understanding them
through the analytic tools of feminist social criticism and history, the authors show what it means to
be queer in America.
  aaron mckinney: Critical Queer Studies Casey Charles, 2016-04-22 Critical Queer Studies
examines contemporary films and documentaries that dramatize the intersection of law and queer
life, analyzing the effects of legal doctrines-jury selection, unwanted sexual advance, negligence,
hate crimes, and gay marriage-on the production and reception of queer film and fiction. Exploring
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the interaction of these discourses by discussing internationally-known American films, the book
demonstrates how the law maintains its hold over the queer subject through promoting certain
ideological fictions and conversely how film and literature draw upon the material realities of queer
legal status to dramatize conflicts between law and the marginalized subject. Critical Queer Studies
synthesizes queer studies, law and literature, and film studies, engaging these fields to show how
the struggle for gay and lesbian rights has influenced the production of film and fiction.
  aaron mckinney: Losing Matt Shepard Beth Loffreda, 2001-11-05 Explores why the 1998
murder of gay student Matthew Shepard in Laramie, Wyoming, set off a media frenzy and continues
to haunt the nation, and examines how the politics of sexuality unfolded in the small town.
  aaron mckinney: Moment Work Moises Kaufman, Barbara Pitts McAdams, 2018-04-17 A
detailed guide to the collaborative method developed by the acclaimed creators of The Laramie
Project and Gross Indecency--destined to become a classic. A Vintage Original. By Moisés Kaufman
and Barbara Pitts McAdams with Leigh Fondakowski, Andy Paris, Greg Pierotti, Kelli Simpkins,
Jimmy Maize, and Scott Barrow. For more than two decades, the members of Tectonic Theater
Project have been rigorously experimenting with the process of theatrical creation. Here they set
forth a detailed manual of their devising method and a thorough chronicle of how they wrote some of
their best-known works. This book is for all theater artists—actors, writers, designers, and
directors—who wish to create work that embraces the unbridled potential of the stage.
  aaron mckinney: The Book of Matt Stephen Jimenez, 2020-05-26 With a New Conclusion by the
Author On the night of October 6, 1998, twenty-one-year-old Matthew Shepard left a bar with two
alleged “strangers,” Aaron McKinney and Russell Henderson. Eighteen hours later, Matthew was
found tied to a log fence on the outskirts of town, unconscious and barely alive. Overnight, a
politically expedient myth took the place of important facts. By the time Matthew died a few days
later, his name was synonymous with anti-gay hate. The Book of Matt, first published in 2013,
demonstrated that the truth was in fact far more complicated – and daunting. Stephen Jimenez’s
account revealed primary documents that had been under seal, and gave voice to many with
firsthand knowledge of the case who had not been heard from, including members of law
enforcement. In his Introduction to this updated edition, journalist Andrew Sullivan writes: “No one
wanted Steve Jimenez to report this story, let alone go back and back to Laramie, Wyoming, asking
awkward questions, puzzling over strange discrepancies, re-interviewing sources, seeking a deeper,
more complex truth about the ghastly killing than America, it turned out, was prepared to hear. It
was worse than that, actually. Not only did no one want to hear more about it, but many were
incensed that the case was being re-examined at all.” As a gay man Jimenez felt an added moral
imperative to tell the story of Matthew’s murder honestly, and his reporting has been thoroughly
corroborated. “I urge you to read [The Book of Matt] carefully and skeptically,” Sullivan writes, “and
to see better how life rarely fits into the neat boxes we want it to inhabit. That Matthew Shepard was
a meth dealer and meth user says nothing that bad about him, and in no way mitigates the hideous
brutality of the crime that killed him; instead it shows how vulnerable so many are to the drug’s
escapist lure and its astonishing capacity to heighten sexual pleasure so that it’s the only thing you
want to live for. Shepard was a victim twice over: of meth and of a fellow meth user.”
  aaron mckinney: The Laramie Project and The Laramie Project: Ten Years Later Moises
Kaufman, Tectonic Theater Project, Leigh Fondakowski, Greg Pierotti, Andy Paris, 2014-06-03 The
Laramie Project, one of the most-performed theater pieces in America, has become a modern classic.
In this expanded edition, it is joined by an essential and moving sequel to the original play. On
October 7, 1998, a young gay man was discovered bound to a fence outside Laramie, Wyoming,
savagely beaten and left to die in an act of brutality and hate that shocked the nation. Matthew
Shepard’s death became a national symbol of intolerance, but for the people of the town, the event
was deeply personal. In the aftermath, Moisés Kaufman and members of the Tectonic Theater
Project went to Laramie and conducted more than 200 interviews with its citizens. From the
transcripts, the playwrights constructed an extraordinary chronicle of life in the town after the
murder. In The Laramie Project: Ten Years Later, the troupe revisits the town a decade after the



tragedy, finding a community grappling with its legacy and its place in history. The two plays
together comprise an epic and deeply moving theatrical cycle that explores the life of an American
town over the course a decade.
  aaron mckinney: Tough on Hate? Clara S. Lewis, 2013-12-13 Why do we know every gory
crime scene detail about such victims as Matthew Shepard and James Byrd Jr. and yet almost
nothing about the vast majority of other hate crime victims? Now that federal anti-hate-crimes laws
have been passed, why has the number of these crimes not declined significantly? To answer such
questions, Clara S. Lewis challenges us to reconsider our understanding of hate crimes. In doing so,
she raises startling issues about the trajectory of civil and minority rights. Tough on Hate is the first
book to examine the cultural politics of hate crimes both within and beyond the law. Drawing on a
wide range of sources—including personal interviews, unarchived documents, television news
broadcasts, legislative debates, and presidential speeches—the book calls attention to a disturbing
irony: the sympathetic attention paid to certain shocking hate crime murders further legitimizes an
already pervasive unwillingness to act on the urgent civil rights issues of our time. Worse still, it
reveals the widespread acceptance of ideas about difference, tolerance, and crime that work against
future progress on behalf of historically marginalized communities.
  aaron mckinney: Murder and the Reasonable Man Cynthia Lee, 2007-10-01 A man murders his
wife after she has admitted her infidelity; another man kills an openly gay teammate after receiving
a massage; a third man, white, goes for a jog in a “bad” neighborhood, carrying a pistol, and shoots
an African American teenager who had his hands in his pockets. When brought before the criminal
justice system, all three men argue that they should be found “not guilty”; the first two use the
defense of provocation, while the third argues he used his gun in self-defense. Drawing upon these
and similar cases, Cynthia Lee shows how two well-established, traditional criminal law
defenses—the doctrines of provocation and self-defense—enable majority-culture defendants to
justify their acts of violence. While the reasonableness requirement, inherent in both defenses, is
designed to allow community input and provide greater flexibility in legal decision-making, the
requirement also allows majority-culture defendants to rely on dominant social norms, such as
masculinity, heterosexuality, and race (i.e., racial stereotypes), to bolster their claims of
reasonableness. At the same time, Lee examines other cases that demonstrate that the
reasonableness requirement tends to exclude the perspectives of minorities, such as heterosexual
women, gays and lesbians, and persons of color. Murder and the Reasonable Man not only shows
how largely invisible social norms and beliefs influence the outcomes of certain criminal cases, but
goes further, suggesting three tentative legal reforms to address problems of bias and undue
leniency. Ultimately, Lee cautions that the true solution lies in a change in social attitudes.
  aaron mckinney: Criminal Love R. Raj Rao, 2025-06-13 This book takes up the challenge of
studying the wide gamut of lived reality of the Indian queer, against the backdrop of a set of
theories. Written by a man who has been openly gay for the last 40 years, it dissects issues,
concepts, and theories within the realm of queer studies against the day-to-day experiences of Indian
queers. Drawing from personal and shared experiences, it highlights the sites of transgression
within a seemingly monosexual society and analyses the aspects of the struggle of being queer in a
repressive environment. This book comprises of three fundamental aspects of queerness relevant to
us in India today—theory, culture, and politics, which has been primarily analysed through literature
and film. The literature here includes references to the author’s own work as a practicing writer, as
well as to that of other contemporary writers. It is an attempt to delink alternative sexuality from
gender and establish it as an autonomous category. This book would be useful to the students,
researchers and teachers of women and gender studies, sociology, history, economics, political
science, and other interdisciplinary courses in social sciences. It will also be valuable reading for
those interested in South Asian studies, especially post-colonial contemporary Indian society.
  aaron mckinney: Murders in the United States R. Barri Flowers, H. Loraine Flowers,
2004-01-01 From the assassination of President William McKinley on September 6, 1901, to the
mass killing at Columbine High School on April 20, 1999, the 20th century saw many murderous



events that are difficult to contemplate but have become a part of the national history. This
reference book is divided into three parts. Part One, arranged chronologically, details 53 of the most
famous murder cases of the 20th century in the United States. In Part Two, over 300 entries
(alphabetically arranged by criminal) provide descriptions of crimes and are subdivided into male,
female, and juvenile murderers; pair and group murderers; hate crime murderers; and school
killings. Part Three features crime events related to over 40 selected victims. Cross references guide
the reader to additional information. An index is included.
  aaron mckinney: The Legacies of Matthew Shepard Helis Sikk, Leisa Meyer, 2019-01-08
This edited collection explores the deeper contexts and consequences surrounding the murder of
Matthew Shepard. This young gay man was brutally beaten and left tied to a fence on a chill
Wyoming night in October 1998. Found the next morning by two cyclists, he was transported to a
hospital in Fort Collins, Colorado where he died five days later. His murder was one of the most
publicized and for some, most vividly remembered, instances of hate crime related violence based on
sexual orientation. Twenty years after his death, Matthew Shepard’s story is at a critical turning
point: memories of his murder and its meanings can either fade into the past or be reinvigorated to
make up part of more meaningful investigations into LGBTQ and modern U.S. history. The
multidisciplinary contributors to this book blend personal narrative with more conventional
academic approaches to offer a 20-year retrospective that re-examines the subject of Shepard’s
murder, whilst also bringing to light questions of historical memory, rurality, race, and public policy.
Each of the disciplines and genres included contributes unique understandings of the murder and
responses to it that cannot be articulated solely through traditional academic writing. This collection
then not only tells the story of Matthew Shepard in the context of 2018, but also provides a
compelling view of how and through which means American culture communicates painful histories
of violence, bias, and death.
  aaron mckinney: Visibility Interrupted Carly Thomsen, 2021-07-27 A questioning of the belief
in the power of LGBTQ visibility through the lives of queer women in the rural Midwest Today most
LGBTQ rights supporters take for granted the virtue of being “out, loud, and proud.” Most also
assume that it would be terrible to be LGBTQ in a rural place. By considering moments in which
queerness and rurality come into contact, Visibility Interrupted argues that both positions are
wrong. In the first monograph on LGBTQ women in the rural Midwest, Carly Thomsen deconstructs
the image of the rural as a flat, homogenous, and anachronistic place where LGBTQ people
necessarily suffer. And she suggests that visibility is not liberation and will not lead to liberation. Far
from being an unambiguous good, argues Thomsen, visibility politics can, in fact, preclude collective
action. They also advance metronormativity, postraciality, and capitalism. To make these
interventions, Thomsen develops the theory of unbecoming: interrogating the relationship between
that which we celebrate and that which we find disdainful—the past, the rural, politics—is crucial for
developing alternative subjectivities and politics. Unbecoming precedes becoming. Drawing from
critical race studies, disability studies, and queer Marxism, in addition to feminist and queer studies,
the insights of this book will be useful to scholars theorizing issues far beyond sexuality and place
and to social justice activists who want to move beyond visibility.
  aaron mckinney: Law and Society John Harrison Watts, Cliff Roberson, 2013-11-15 In recent
years, legal studies courses have increased the focus on contemporary social issues as part of the
curriculum. Law and Society: An Introduction discusses the interface between these two institutions
and encourages students in the development of new insights on the topic. The book begins by
introducing definitions, classifications, and the
  aaron mckinney: Torn Apart - The Most Horrific True Murder Stories You'll Ever Read
Tim Miles, 2009-06-08 Torn Apart takes an in depth look at fourteen gruesome murder cases and
examines how 'victim impact statements' used in court finally give a voice to the suffering of those
left behind to deal with the death of a partner, child or loved one. The living 'victims' that have to
come to terms with their devastating loss, who seek justice as they try to rebuild their lives. Intimate
details of the horrific crimes that lie behind these unforgettable and moving tributes and calls for



change in the judicial system. Transforming the evil that has been visited upon them into a positive
force for good, as families of victims fight back...Cases include: City lawyer Tom ap Rhys Pryce -
murdered for ?20, a mobile and his oyster card; - Caroline Dickenson- assaulted and murdered in a
French youth hostel whilst on a school trip; Peter Falconio - a British tourist murdered whilst
backpacking around the Australian outback.
  aaron mckinney: Murder, the Media, and the Politics of Public Feelings Jennifer
Petersen, 2011-08-12 In 1998, the horrific murders of Matthew Shepard -- a gay man living in
Laramie, Wyoming -- and James Byrd Jr. -- an African American man dragged to his death in Jasper,
Texas -- provoked a passionate public outrage. The intense media coverage of the murders made
moments of violence based in racism and homophobia highly visible and which eventually led to the
passage of The Matthew Shepard and James Byrd Jr. Hate Crimes Prevention Act in 2009. The role
the media played in cultivating, shaping, and directing the collective emotional response toward
these crimes is the subject of this gripping new book by Jennifer Petersen. Tracing the emotional
exchange from news stories to the creation of law, Petersen calls for an approach to media and
democratic politics that takes into account the role of affect in the political and legal life of the
nation.
  aaron mckinney: Summary of Stephen Jimenez's The Book of Matt Everest Media,,
2022-05-19T22:59:00Z Please note: This is a companion version & not the original book. Sample
Book Insights: #1 I went to Laramie, Wyoming, to research a screenplay about the October 1998
murder of gay college student Matthew Shepard. The story had been told again and again in the
media, and the media had painted a harrowing picture of the crime. #2 I was drawn to Matthew’s
story because of the contrast between his parents’ forgiveness and McKinney’s brutality. His parents
showed him mercy, even though he had shown them only hate. #3 I had only been to Wyoming once
before, in 2000, when I was visiting the Ucross Foundation for a writing residency. I was blown away
by the quiet solitude and the friendly people. #4 I struggled to understand the brutality of the
Matthew Shepard murder when I was in my mid-thirties and single. I remembered how safe I felt
when I was in my twenties, but I also recalled those nights when I wandered out alone to bars in
Ucross.
  aaron mckinney: Affect Ethnography Cristiana Giordano, Greg Pierotti, 2024-05-16 Playing
with the relation between truth and representation in the stories we tell as ethnographers and
theater makers, this book contributes to the current debates around experimental research
methodologies and ethnographically grounded theatrical forms. It departs from other studies by
proposing a unique and accessible methodology that brings together theatrical devising practices
and anthropology. Through its theoretical exploration and performative script, the book bridges the
relation between ethnographic writing and performativity, and simultaneously troubles conventional
narrative practices in theater and anthropology. The practice described in the book, Affect Theater,
also emphasizes embodied and affective approaches to empirical research and defines a process for
rendering this type of material into imaginative academic writing, collaborative performance, and
other inventive forms, applicable across a range of academic disciplines.
  aaron mckinney: The Advocate , 2000-01-18 The Advocate is a lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender (LGBT) monthly newsmagazine. Established in 1967, it is the oldest continuing LGBT
publication in the United States.
  aaron mckinney: A Study Guide for Moises Kaufman's "The Laramie Project" Gale,
Cengage Learning, 2016 A Study Guide for Moises Kaufman's The Laramie Project, excerpted from
Gale's acclaimed Drama For Students. This concise study guide includes plot summary; character
analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for further reading; and
much more. For any literature project, trust Drama For Students for all of your research needs.
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