1939 speech pathology study

1939 speech pathology study remains one of the most pivotal moments in the
field of speech-language pathology, shaping research, ethics, and clinical
practices for decades. This article delves into the historical context and
key findings of the 1939 study, often referred to as the "Monster Study," its
methodology, and its long-lasting impact on the discipline. Readers will
discover how this landmark research influenced subsequent speech pathology
studies, the ethical debates it sparked, and the lessons learned that
continue to guide practitioners today. We'll also explore the methodology
used, the main outcomes, and the broader implications for speech therapy and
research ethics. By examining the legacy of the 1939 speech pathology study,
speech therapists, students, and researchers can gain valuable insights into
the evolution of the field and the importance of ethical consideration in
scientific endeavors. This comprehensive overview is essential for anyone
interested in the history and advancement of speech-language pathology.
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Historical Background of the 1939 Speech
Pathology Study

The 1939 speech pathology study, commonly known as the "Monster Study," was
conducted at the University of Iowa. During the late 1930s, the field of
speech-language pathology was in its formative stages, driven by growing
interest in understanding and treating stuttering and speech disorders. The
study was initiated by prominent researchers who sought to investigate the
origins of stuttering and the psychological impact of negative reinforcement
on speech fluency. Set against the backdrop of limited ethical oversight and
burgeoning scientific curiosity, the 1939 speech pathology study marked a
turning point in both research methods and the ethical standards governing
human subjects.



Key Researchers and Their Motivations

Wendell Johnson and Team

Wendell Johnson, a leading speech pathologist and professor at the University
of Iowa, led the 1939 speech pathology study. Johnson, himself a person who
stuttered, was deeply invested in uncovering the roots of stuttering and
improving therapeutic approaches. His belief was that stuttering could be
induced or exacerbated through negative feedback and labeling. The research
team, including Mary Tudor, a graduate student, shared a commitment to
advancing scientific understanding, even as their motivations led them into
ethically challenging territory.

Objectives Behind the Study

The primary objective of the 1939 speech pathology study was to determine
whether labeling children as stutterers could trigger actual speech
disorders. The researchers hypothesized that psychological factors,
especially negative feedback, played a central role in the development and
persistence of stuttering. Their goal was to provide evidence that could
transform the diagnosis and treatment of speech disorders, with a particular
focus on the role of environment and suggestion.

Methodology and Experimental Design

Participant Selection and Grouping

The 1939 speech pathology study selected twenty-two orphaned children from
the Iowa Soldiers' Orphans' Home. These participants were divided into
experimental and control groups based on their fluency levels. The
experimental group included children who spoke fluently but were falsely
labeled as having speech problems, while the control group consisted of
children with actual stuttering issues and those who received neutral
feedback.

Experimental Procedures

Researchers used a combination of verbal reinforcement and negative feedback
to alter the speech patterns of the children. The experimental group was



subjected to criticism and correction, being told they had speech problems
even if they did not. The control group received supportive or neutral
feedback. Assessments were conducted over several months, with researchers
documenting changes in fluency, confidence, and psychological well-being.

Use of orphaned children as subjects

e Division into experimental and control groups

Application of negative and neutral feedback

Detailed observation and speech performance recordings

Major Findings and Outcomes

Results of Negative Reinforcement

The 1939 speech pathology study yielded significant findings regarding the
impact of negative reinforcement on children's speech fluency. Many children
in the experimental group, who were falsely told they had speech problems,
developed symptoms of stuttering, anxiety, and social withdrawal. These
outcomes suggested that psychological factors and environmental feedback
could play a crucial role in the onset and severity of speech disorders.

Long-Term Effects on Participants

Several participants experienced lasting emotional and speech-related
challenges as a result of their involvement in the study. The research
demonstrated that negative labeling and criticism could cause genuine harm,
leading to persistent stuttering and diminished self-esteem. These results
underscored the importance of ethical treatment and positive reinforcement in
speech therapy.

1. Induction of stuttering in previously fluent children
2. Increased anxiety and withdrawal among affected participants
3. Evidence supporting the psychological model of stuttering

4. Long-lasting negative effects for some subjects



Ethical Implications and Controversies

Lack of Informed Consent and Oversight

The 1939 speech pathology study has been widely criticized for its lack of
informed consent and ethical oversight. The children, many of whom were
orphans, did not receive adequate explanations about the nature of the study
or the potential risks involved. The absence of institutional review boards
at the time meant that the researchers operated without formal ethical
guidelines.

Debate and Repercussions

The study's methodology and outcomes sparked intense debate within the
scientific community and the general public. Critics argued that the harm
inflicted upon vulnerable children was unjustifiable, regardless of the
scientific value of the findings. The controversy surrounding the 1939 speech
pathology study led to increased scrutiny of research practices and
contributed to the development of modern ethical standards for human subjects
research.

Failure to obtain informed consent

Lack of ethical oversight and review

Negative psychological impact on child participants

Controversy fueling changes in research ethics

Influence on Modern Speech Pathology

Advancements in Research Methodology

The legacy of the 1939 speech pathology study includes significant
advancements in research methodology within the field. The study highlighted
the need for rigorous ethical standards, improved participant protections,
and a greater emphasis on positive reinforcement in therapeutic settings.
Modern speech pathology research now carefully considers the psychological
impact of interventions, with a focus on minimizing harm and maximizing
benefit.



Shaping Ethical Guidelines

The ethical controversies stemming from the 1939 speech pathology study
played a key role in shaping contemporary guidelines for research involving
human subjects. Institutional review boards, informed consent procedures, and
participant rights are now integral to any speech pathology study. These
protections ensure that research is conducted responsibly and that the
welfare of participants remains the top priority.

Lessons Learned and Future Directions

Importance of Ethics in Research

One of the most enduring lessons from the 1939 speech pathology study is the
critical importance of ethics in scientific research. The harm experienced by
participants underscored the need for transparency, informed consent, and
compassionate treatment. Today, speech pathologists are trained to adhere to
strict ethical standards, with ongoing education about the risks and
responsibilities associated with research and clinical practice.

Innovations in Speech Therapy

The study also paved the way for innovative approaches in speech therapy,
emphasizing the psychological and emotional dimensions of communication
disorders. Speech-language pathologists now employ holistic, evidence-based
techniques aimed at fostering self-esteem and promoting positive speech
outcomes. The field continues to evolve, integrating new technologies and
research findings to improve interventions for stuttering and other speech
disorders.

Emphasis on ethical research practices

Development of evidence-based therapy techniques

Focus on psychological well-being of clients

Ongoing advancements in speech pathology research



Questions and Answers About the 1939 Speech
Pathology Study

Q: What was the main purpose of the 1939 speech
pathology study?

A: The main purpose was to investigate whether labeling fluent children as
having speech problems could induce stuttering, thereby exploring the
psychological origins of speech disorders.

Q: Who conducted the 1939 speech pathology study?

A: Wendell Johnson and his research team at the University of Iowa, including
Mary Tudor, were responsible for conducting the study.

Q: Why is the 1939 speech pathology study
controversial?

A: The study is controversial due to its lack of informed consent, use of
vulnerable children, and the psychological harm caused to participants, which
raised serious ethical concerns.

Q: What were the key findings of the study?

A: The study found that negative feedback and labeling could induce
stuttering and anxiety in previously fluent children, highlighting the role
of psychological factors in speech disorders.

Q: How did the 1939 speech pathology study influence
modern speech pathology?

A: It led to improvements in research ethics, the adoption of institutional
review boards, and a greater emphasis on positive reinforcement and
participant welfare in speech therapy.

Q: What ethical lessons were learned from the study?

A: The necessity of informed consent, ethical oversight, and prioritizing
participant well-being became central to future research practices.



Q: Are the effects of the study still discussed
today?

A: Yes, the effects are still discussed as a cautionary tale in research
ethics and as a milestone in the development of speech-language pathology.

Q: What changes occurred in research methodology
after the study?

A: Research methodology shifted to include strict ethical guidelines, better
participant protections, and more comprehensive consent procedures.

Q: Did all participants develop stuttering as a
result of the study?

A: Not all participants developed stuttering, but many exhibited speech and
psychological challenges due to the negative reinforcement used.

Q: What is the legacy of the 1939 speech pathology
study?

A: Its legacy includes the advancement of ethical standards in research and a
greater understanding of the psychological factors involved in speech
disorders.
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1939 speech pathology study: Evidence-Based Practice in Speech Pathology Sheena Reilly,
Jenni Oates, 2003-12-19 This text introduces therapists and speech pathologists to the principles of
evidence-based practice and guides readers to the best available evidence regarding the
management of a range of disorders within speech pathology. It should be applicable to speech
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students and other health care professionals. The book is organized into three sections. In the first,
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pathology is addressed and types and levels of evidence are described. The second part focuses on a
number of sub-specialist areas of speech pathology practice (dysphagia; paediatric motor speech
disorders; aphasiology; voice; paediatric language and AAC). In the third section of the book the
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authors demonstrate how to apply the principles of evidence-based practice to clinical practice, to
research and to education.
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1939 speech pathology study: School Programs in Speech-Language Pathology Jean L.
Blosser, Jennifer W. Means, 2018-01-31 Now in its sixth edition, School Programs in
Speech-Language Pathology: Organization and Service Delivery continues to be a vital resource for
faculty, graduate students, school-based practitioners, and program administrators who strive to
make a difference in the school setting. The text provides practical solutions and strategies to tackle
the challenges faced in the complex and ever-changing education landscape. The authors aim for the
book to be an excellent opportunity to stimulate new ways of thinking about the critical role
speech-language pathologists (SLP) play in children's education and social development. It provides
a foundation for understanding where SLP programs fit within the school organization. SLPs will be
motivated to collaborate with colleagues, lead discussions about the link between communication
and learning, and introduce innovative models for delivering services. School Programs encourages
SLPs to embrace their positions on school teams, share knowledge to make services educationally
relevant and help children reach their highest potential. School Programs in Speech-Language
Pathology focuses on service delivery, program design, interprofessional collaboration, and how to
organize and manage an effective program. Additionally, it covers meeting state and national
standards, following federal mandates, and how to relate to and communicate with colleagues and
parents. Finally, it encourages readers to grow professionally and enjoy their career as a
school-based SLP. Key Features Uniquely focuses on service delivery as opposed to assessment and
treatment like other textsChapter questions provide a review of concepts and practical
applicationsReal-life examples and collaborative strategies to supplement chapter conceptsUsable
forms and checklists New to This Edition New co-author, Jennifer Walsh MeansA new unique
framework for thinking about outcomes for school-based programsincreased pedagogical features in
text to enhance learning and comprehension, including chapter learning objectives and engaging
learner activitiesExplanation of the SLP's role in MTSS and contributions to student successPractical
process, strategies, and tools for building interprofessional collaborative
partnershipsRecommendations and tips for coaching teachers and parentsUpdated information on
legal policies and trendsDisclaimer: Please note that ancillary content (such as documents, audio,
and video, etc.) may not be included as published in the original print version of this book.

1939 speech pathology study: Allied Health Education Programs in Senior
Colleges/1971 Association of Schools of Allied Health Professions, 1972

1939 speech pathology study: Language Disorders from Infancy Through Adolescence -
E-Book Rhea Paul, Courtenay Norbury, 2012-01-14 Language Disorders from Infancy Through
Adolescence, 4th Edition is the go-to text for all the information you need to properly assess
childhood language disorders and provide appropriate treatment. This core resource spans the
entire developmental period through adolescence, and uses a descriptive-developmental approach to
present basic concepts and vocabulary, an overview of key issues and controversies, the scope of
communicative difficulties that make up child language disorders, and information on how language
pathologists approach the assessment and intervention processes. This new edition also features
significant updates in research, trends, instruction best practices, and social skills assessment.
Comprehensive text covers the entire developmental period through adolescence. Clinical
application focus featuring case studies, clinical vignettes, and suggested projects helps you apply
concepts to professional practice. Straightforward, conversational writing style makes this book easy
to read and understand. More than 230 tables and boxes summarize important information such as
dialogue examples, sample assessment plans, assessment and intervention principles, activities, and
sample transcripts. UNIQUE! Practice exercises with sample transcripts allow you to apply different
methods of analysis. UNIQUE! Helpful study guides at the end of each chapter help you review and
apply what you have learned. Versatile text is perfect for a variety of language disorder courses, and
serves as a great reference tool for professional practitioners. Highly regarded lead author Rhea



Paul lends her expertise in diagnosing and managing pediatric language disorders. Communication
development milestones are printed on the inside front cover for quick access. Chapter objectives
summarize what you can expect to learn in each chapter. Updated content features the latest
research, theories, trends and techniques in the field. Information on autism incorporated
throughout the text Best practices in preliteracy and literacy instruction The role of the
speech-language pathologist on school literacy teams and in response to intervention New reference
sources Student/Professional Resources on Evolve include an image bank, video clips, and
references linked to PubMed.

1939 speech pathology study: Sociolinguistic Research Robert Lawson, Dave Sayers,
2017-07-14 Shortlisted for the LSA Leonard Bloomfield Book Award 2017 Sociolinguistic Research:
Application and Impact provides a unique overview of international research projects, showcasing
their positive outcomes and offering critical insights and constructive critiques into the meaning of
‘impact’ in contemporary research. The book includes: original findings from cutting-edge research
from scholars such as Mary Bucholtz, Walt Wolfram and Peter Patrick; coverage of organisational
contexts including education, government, justice, heritage, and the workplace; activities including
after-school programmes, workplace training courses, social media campaigns, and video
productions; application of research to professional practice including teaching (primary school to
university), adjudication, police interviewing, and governmental policymaking; contributors’
personal reflections on the research process and its outcomes, including constructive critiques of
institutional definitions of impact. With chapters spanning research across five continents,
Sociolinguistic Research: Application and Impact is essential reading for sociolinguistic researchers,
students embarking on sociolinguistic research, and anyone interested in the practical application of
research on language and society.
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1939 speech pathology study: Allied Health Education Programs in Senior Colleges ,
1971 Provides information about degree and non-degree educational programs in senior colleges.
Data given for each includes institution name, type of program, award conferred, accreditation,
program specialization, program director, organizational and geographic location, enrollment, and
program length. Separate listing by geographic location and by type or program. Statistical tables
appended. 1971 includes 2278 programs in 719 colleges for academic year 1970-71.
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1939 speech pathology study: Remediation of /r/ for Speech-Language Pathologists Peter
Flipsen Jr., 2021-07-01 Treating older children and adolescents who have difficulty correctly
producing /r/ sounds remains an ongoing source of frustration for many clinicians. The new
professional resource Remediation of /r/ for Speech-Language Pathologists provides the most
up-to-date information on the current understanding of /r/ and the related errors, along with a range
of treatment options, to offer a comprehensive tool for Speech-Language Pathologists (SLPs)
treating this complex issue. In addition to a discussion of traditional articulation therapy and ways to
improve the administration of this technique, this practical text offers a detailed review and
explanation of several very promising alternative approaches. Written in what has been described as
Dr. Flipsen's folksy style, this text is designed for the busy clinician. The first five chapters of
Remediation of /r/ for Speech-Language Pathologists delve into the basic information needed to treat
/r/. The next six chapters each tackle a specific treatment option. The treatment section begins with



a re-examination of traditional articulation therapy and uses research evidence to help clinicians to
fine-tune its application. It then progresses to discussing more significant modifications to
traditional therapy and introduces several newer approaches to modifying the feedback being
provided to the client. For each treatment option, the author presents a solid rationale and the latest
evidence, along with practical strategies for their implementation. The final chapter discusses
methods for deciding which remediation method to choose when working with /r/ errors.
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Pathologists Judith A. Rassi, Margaret D. McElroy, 1992

1939 speech pathology study: Diversity and Inclusiveness in Chinese as a Second Language
Education Yuan Liang, Zhen Li, 2025-04-23 This edited volume represents a collaborative effort from
over 20 authors worldwide, who generously shared their expertise and insights on diversity and
inclusiveness in Chinese as a Second Language (CSL) education. It critically examines a wide range
of acquisitional, curricular, and pedagogical issues related to inclusive practices in diverse CSL
educational settings across various geographical contexts, including mainland China, Hong Kong,
Taiwan, Singapore, Vietnam, the United Kingdom, and Australia. It focuses on students with varied
linguistic, ethnic, and cultural backgrounds and learning abilities, drawing on a comprehensive
collection of original empirical studies. The book is structured into two parts. Part I addresses
research on linguistic and learner diversity in CSL education by exploring the challenges faced by
different types of CSL learners, acquisition strategies, and assessment methods. Part IT delves into
the practical implementation of inclusivity in curriculum design and pedagogical practices across
diverse CSL teaching contexts. The book offers a research-informed understanding of diversity in
CSL education, promoting inclusive teaching practices and methods to effectively engage learners of
all backgrounds. CSL practitioners, educators, leaders, curriculum designers, and researchers will
find this book to be a useful resource for supporting their research and practice.
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Best Stablecoin Bridge 2025: Complete Guide to Cross-Chain Compare the best stablecoin



bridges in 2025. Eco Portal leads with one-click transfers across 10 chains. Complete guide to fees,
security & USDC/USDT bridging

»Gebt mir mein Kind!“: Mutter ist fassungslos iiber Kita-Regel Eine Mutter beschwert sich
uber eine Kita-Regelung, die hitzige Diskussionen auslost. Experten erklaren den Sinn dahinter
Mutter schickt ihre Kinder nicht in die Kita und berichtet von uiblen Eine Frau berichtet,
dass sie ihre Kinder nicht in die Kita schickt. Uber die Reaktion anderer Eltern ist sie ,fassungslos*
und schief$t mit scharfen Worten um sich

Zweifache Mutter entsetzt tiiber Kita-Debatte: "Enorm, was da Wie seit einiger Zeit Uiber die
angebliche ,Kita-Krise” in Deutschland berichtet wird - aus meiner Sicht sind das Einzelfalle. Wir
haben mit zahlreichen Eltern und auch Fachleuten

»Alles aufessen”: Diese alten und neuen Kita-Regeln ergeben Merkwirdige Regeln in Kita
und Kindergarten beim Essen Neben den Regeln, die es fiir Eltern geben sollte, gibt es in Kitas jede
Menge Regeln fur Kinder, die ihren und den

Die 9 gefahrlichsten Folgen von Erziehung ohne Grenzen Dieser wichtige Schritt ist ein
Schritt, den permissive Eltern haufig tibersehen. Sie halten sich zurlick, sind nachgiebig und lassen
ihre Kinder gewahren. Es sind kaum Regeln

10 Kita-Regeln: Wenn die Rabenmutti zur Lowin wird (1) - Muttersicht Mein Kind ist 5
Minuten in der Kita und bekommt direkt 2 Regeln an den Kopf geknallt. Ich verstehe total, dass sie
mich bittet mich vor dem Mittagessen abzuholen

Eine Grenze ist eine Grenze - Eltern aufzeigen, bis wohin - Klett Kita Es gibt sie: Die Mutter
und Vater, die sich unangemessen in padagogische Entscheidungen einmischen und in ihrer
Vehemenz vielleicht sogar den Kita-Ablauf storen.

Waass, ihr gebt euer Kind schon/nicht in die Kita??? Mit einem Jahr ist mein Kind am besten
in der Kita aufgehoben. Oder? Nein, das ist eine politische Entscheidung. Und sie fallt von Land zu
Land anders aus. Wie Eltern gut

9 hours ago Hier sollte eine Beschreibung angezeigt werden, diese Seite lasst dies jedoch nicht zu
Kritische Eltern in der Kita Konflikte mit Eltern in der Kita gibt es haufig. Lesen Sie hier, wie
Sie und Ihr Team mit solchen Eltern umgehen und die Konflikte 10sen konnen
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Lawsuit filed over Iowa's 1939 stuttering study (Sioux City Journal22y) IOWA CITY, Iowa (AP) --
For six months, Mary Nixon and 10 other orphans were relentlessly belittled for every little
imperfection in their speech to test the theory that children become stutterers
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